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Dear Friends      Vicar’s Letter 

I’m too young, by about 35-40 years, to remember the original 
VE Day on 8th May 1945. Newsreel footage gives some 
impression. It must have been amazing, and it’s right that we 
celebrate the 75th anniversary. It’s hard to picture 6 years of 
living under wartime conditions, and the relief when the end of 
the war meant normal life could start to rebuild. 

The VE Day anniversary came in the middle of the coronavirus lockdown. In some 
ways, that’s unfortunate, as it curbed our celebrations. On the other hand, it’s perfect 
timing. It does us good, labouring under restrictions to our normal way of life, to 
look back in history to a victory over a different oppression. 

When the people of God are under pressure, the Bible points them to find strength in 
stories of past deliverance. In Old Testament times, they were encouraged to 
remember the Exodus, God’s rescue from slavery in Egypt. In the New Testament, 
we are encouraged to look back on the death and resurrection of Jesus, when God 
rescued his people from their sin. In both cases, we look back, in order to fix our 
gaze forwards. Jesus will return at the end of time, and usher in a wonderful future. It 
will be for all who know and love him, and so are forgiven and adopted into God’s 
family. It’s a future where suffering and death will be no more, and so where there 
will be no more war or sickness. 

Looking back, to find strength for the future, is a good habit. But it only works 
because of God. If history is a random series of events, there’s no logical reason why 
good outcomes will repeat themselves. There’s no causal link from success against 
the scourge of war 75 years ago to success against coronavirus today. The reason we 
feel better is because a good story with a happy ending gives us hope. It’s actually 
escapism, a good thing because it lifts our eyes to the positive. 

However, if there’s a God driving events, and if that God is consistent within 
himself, then there is a link between things he’s done in the past and things he’ll do 
in the future. When we’re dealing with events where he’s shown his hand at work, 
there will be consistency. A God who delivered his people at the Exodus, and again 
when Jesus died and rose again, can be trusted to achieve the final deliverance in the 
future. 

So let me encourage you to look back, both to VE Day, but also to the events that 
show our God to be a dependable refuge in this and every era. 

Your friend and vicar, 
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK from Ruth Mason 

May 17th. To an unknown God. Acts 17 v 22 -31. 

I watch the sunrise lighting the sky 
casting it’s shadows near 
and on this morning bright though it be  
I feel the shadows near me. 
But you are always close to me following 
all my ways 
May I be always close to you, following 
all your ways. 
 
I watch the sunlight shine through the 
clouds 
warming the earth below 
and at the mid day life seems to say 
I feel your presence near me 
For you are always close to 
me  following all my ways 
May I be always close to you. 
 

T he last few weeks have given many of us time, not just to clean cupboards but to 
reflect, and time to visit other churches without leaving home. Has it answered 

questions about belief or thrown up even more and children are asking Why?  

Paul on his second missionary journey stopped at Athens, the centre of Greek culture 
and education. On an altar, he saw this notice “to an unknown God”. The people were 
keen to include all Gods. Paul was distraught as he knew the true God personally and 
as a friend and Saviour, creator of the Universe. He had witnessed miracles, but more 
than that he experienced love and forgiveness on the Damascus Road. The Athenians 
did not have the same experience. We have had time to experience the wonders of 
creation, to read or listen to God’s word and to experience the love of God in action. 
What is our reaction?  

In Athens some sneered, some wanted to know more of Jesus  and became followers.. 
 
This week try to find the "You Tube"  hymn by Kathryn Crosswell, with “Images” by 
Adam Argyle. The hymn is ‘I watch the sunrise lighting the sky’. 
It is an inspiration for creativity as well as comfort when separated from friends. 

I watch the sunset fading away  
lighting the clouds with sleep 
and as the evening closes  it's eyes 
I feel your brightness near me.  
For you are always close to me 
following all my ways  
May I be always close to you. 
 
 

I watch the moonlight guarding the 
night 
waiting till morning comes 
The air is silent earth is at rest 
only your presence is near me. 
YES you are close to me following all 
my ways  
May I be close to you. 
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PARISH CHURCHES OF KEMSING &  WOODLANDS 
www.kemsingandwoodlands.org 
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 See below for ways to still get in touch and join in the Sunday 

Service online, or watch later 
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THE ITALIAN 
DELI 

Alice and Eduardo 
have managed to keep 
open to do Takeaways, 
on 5 days a week, 
normally Tuesday to 
Saturday, from 10am 
to 2.30pm.   

Check the notice on the door for any updates. 

Callers are allowed in the shop one at a time, and can also take 
advantage of the other deli foods, drinks, especially coffees, and 
fresh fruit and vegetables. 
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(This article first appeared in the Summer 2009 edition of The Well and was written by Alan Waters). 

W hen the Dynes Farm Estate was broken up in the early 1930’s, the arable land 
known as Upper Stubbs Field became housing. In Dynes Road, they build four 

‘flat top’ houses and some Dutch style houses. In Oxenhill Road, ten terraced blocks 
(each with six houses) were built on both sides of what became a ‘J’ shaped road.  The 
quality of the houses tended to deteriorate and many who were helping to build them 
were doing so to repay debts. The area became known as the ‘White City’ because of 
the dust created from the building work caused by the chalk on the scarp of the Downs. 
Nonetheless, at the outbreak of WW2 the road consisted of ideal starter homes, but 
many stood empty because of lack of demand. 

From 1940, people were evacuated from London because of the bombing raids, and the 
road became popular. If you could not afford to buy, you could rent, because a Trust,  
owned by the widow of a Mr Cordwell,  had brought most of the empty properties. 
However, although conditions in London were bad, they were far from ideal in 
Kemsing, which was on the direct flight path to Biggin Hill airfield. You could witness 
dog fights in the sky and the delights of the German doodlebugs. For many therefore, 
out of the frying pan, into the fire. 
 
In the early 1950’s over 110 adults and over 159 children were living in the 60 houses 
and appreciated that their homes were built in the middle of a cornfield with pasture 
and woods nearby – an ideal playground for children. Cricket and football were played 
in the gaps between the terraces and the open spaces between the terraced blocks.  At 
the top, near the junction with Dynes Road, was the Free Church which most children 
attended. At the bottom was another open space. The road surface was uneven, with 
many potholes. Friday and Saturday nights would be enlivened with the adults 
returning from the pubs. 

Contrast to today when the spaces have disappeared with the building of the Castle 
Drive estate and associated roads which completed the opening of Oxenhill Road to 
Castle Drive and the road therefore became just another through road.  

There are still a few (a very few) of the original residents living on the road, although 
some have moved to homes in other parts of Kemsing. The Heritage Centre holds 
photos of Oxenhill Road from years ago. 

SEE PAGE 24 FOR CORONATION DAY  PARTY PHOTO 1953. 
                            Alan Waters 
 

 
 
 
 

OXENHILL ROAD 
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LOAVES AND FISHES 

There is still a collection for 
the Food Bank on the 1st 
Sunday of the month. Dried 
and tinned goods can be left 
in the porch of 23 Park Lane 
up until  mid-day on the 
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This east-facing view shows the entrance porch under construction 

A lthough the building will be watertight, with windows and 
doors, there are no more funds to complete the interior 

fixtures and fittings, as all fundraising events have had to be 
postponed during the lockdown.   

To donate, you can either send a cheque payable to: 

‘St Mary the Virgin PCC, Kemsing’ to: Rosemary Banister, 
PCC Secretary, 3 St Edith’s Road, Kemsing, Kent TN15 6PT  

Or pay by BACS, to the PCC’s CAF Bank:  Account no. 
00012841, sort code 40-52-40.  
Any donation can also be increased if gift-aided.   
Another way of helping to support any loan which the PCC 
will have to take out is to pledge a monthly amount which can 
also be gift-aided.  To do this, you can set up a standing order 
with your own bank to pay into the CAF bank account above.                               
 

ST. MARY’S, KEMSING, NEW CHURCH HALL 
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 SIR MARK E. COLLET 

W ho was Sir Mark Collet and why was he so important to the people of Kemsing? 
Why is the Sports Pavilion named after him? What do we have him to be thankful 

for in the village? Well quite a lot. 
 
Sir Mark E. Collet was born in London in 1865, the son of Sir Mark Wilks Collet the 
Governor of the Bank of England and his wife Dame Antonia (formerly Edelmann). Sir 
Mark W. purchased St. Clere from the Evelyn family in 1878 when it was officially part 
of the Parish of Ightham. However, Sir Mark decided that Kemsing should be the 
family’s spiritual home, and opened a road to go west from the house to Kemsing. Sir 
Mark W. died in 1905 at the age of 88 and is buried in the churchyard at St. Mary’s. Sir 
Mark E. Collet had already married Miss Nina Theobold, but sadly she became 
bedridden. 
 
From the time of his Father’s death, Sir Mark became a benevolent influence of on the 
village with many generous gifts, the first being purchasing part of the Wheatsheaf 
garden and on it paying entirely for the building of the St. Edith Hall and Men’s Institute 
(now the St Edith Club). Sir Mark took a great interest in the building of the Hall, and 
was daily seen to be inspecting progress. He took delight in the details, and indeed when 
the roof was being put on he found that instead of the copper nails specified, iron nails 
were being used. He immediately ordered that the roof should be stripped and the copper 
nails used as they would not rust. When the Hall was opened in 1911, it was the talk of 
the whole District and the facilities (which included a bath house, fire fighting equipment 
and a rifle shooting gallery) were universally envied, especially as he charged the village 
only one broad bean per annum for rent. Sir Mark continued to take the great interest in 
the Hall, and was the President of the Men’s Institute until his death. He conveyed the 
whole property to the Parish Council by a deed of gift in 1924 the same year that he gave 
land, formerly a wheat field to the village as the Common Field. He also gave land to the 
village for the erection of the village’s War Memorial by the Well. 
 
In 1922, Sir Mark again gave land to enable the Churchyard to be extended to the north, 
and paid for the erection of the crinkle crankle wall. He paid for a further extension to the 
churchyard, this time in a westerly direction. Sir Mark also paid for the construction of 
bookcases, formerly in the Small Hall, for the use as a village library, run by the ladies of 
the WI. In 1926, he also paid for a new kitchen to be installed. 
 
Sir Mark’s first wife, Dame Nina died and Sir Mark then married his cousin Violet 
Edelmann and retired to the Isle of Man in 1935 where he died in 1944. 
 
Sir Mark was a benevolent man with Victorian attitudes of philanthropy towards his 
fellow villagers, but his influence can still be seen today and our village would be a 
different place had he not been so generous. Perhaps now you know why the Sports 
Pavilion was named after him. 
                              Janet Eaton 
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As a Trustee of the Heritage Centre, I had always planned that, when I retired, I would  
take some time looking into the details of the Census taken in 1841—the first of its kind. 
Lockdown meant that retirement came earlier than expected, so offered the opportunity to 
look into the village at that long ago time.  It has occupied many hours, finding out that 
the names on the gravestones in the Churchyard really were people with families who 
were born, married, and quite often died and were buried in the village where their 
families had lived for years. 
 
First of all the Census itself.  Although there had been ad hoc Census’ taken in previous 
years, the 1841 was the first true record.  Details of all inhabitants were made, but no 
description of them was given apart from name, age (to the nearest 5 years) and brief  
details of occupation, plus mention was made if anyone was born outside the County. 
The names of the properties which they inhabited were mostly unmentioned, but 
luckily 2 years before, a Tithe map had been commissioned nationally.  This gave a few 
details of inhabitants, owners of the properties and the names of adjacent fields, and has 
enabled me to find out a few of the houses which were lived in by these various  
occupants. 
 
The Census was taken by Mr George Masters (Kemsing having no resident Vicar and no 
Schoolteacher) and took place between 12th and 16th June 1841.  The Parish consisted of 
76 dwelling places with 74 being inhabited by 226 men and 207 women, making a total 
of 433, roughly one-tenth of what it is today.  The oldest inhabitant was Abraham Boaks 
aged 85 of Childsbridge Cottage where he lived with his son and family, and the youngest 
Frances Booker of Noah’s Ark House who was 1-month old. 
 
Most gave their occupation as Agricultural Labourers, but there were also three  
shoemakers (all from the same family of Russell), two blacksmiths (the Holden brothers) 
three tailors (Robert Allen, James Boots and George Kipps)—(Robert’s daughter Sarah  
later married George Kipps), three sawyers (from the same family of Wickham, living in 
Man of Kent House), one umbrella maker (William Hunt), two thatchers (Richard  
Bowyer and his father), one gamekeeper (John Baker), and one bricklayer (George 
Kipps), plus three wheelwrights (the Allen family, Abraham King and James Knell), 
a coachman (George Caley) and a shepherd (George Bolton).  There was also one beer 
seller (James Holden, father of the blacksmiths above) and one collier (Thomas King).  
 
Continued on page 15 
 

KEMSING IN 1841—Some interesting facts.?... 
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As this edition is only available online, our advertisers who 
have paid for all 4 editions  in 2020 will be credited with an 

extra edition. 

It is hoped that an Autumn edition will be published and 
distributed as usual, but this depends on the extent of the 
Lockdown and the safety of our volunteer distributors. 

The format of this edition is necessarily different from usual! 



           15 

 

Kemsing in 1841—some interesting facts, continued: 
 

For goods, there was also a fishmonger (William Fry), a grocer (George Townsend),  
two publicans (Mrs Bennett at The Chequers, Heaverham, and William Jeffrey at The   
Bell) and a dealer (Robert Burham).  There were also listed 2 Army Pensioners and 7 
paupers. 
 
The most numerous family in the village were the Kipps, who had arrived here in 
1561, closely followed by the Holdens and the Whitlocks, to whom they were  
related by marriage, and followed by the Bowyers or Bowers as they were also 
recorded.  The eagle-eyed amongst you may have noticed that there are two George 
Kipps mentioned above—but he did not have a bike,, there were in fact four  
different George Kipps mentioned on the Census which must have made life 
confusing, but then in a small village everybody knew everyone so perhaps not. 
 
The most common Christian name in the village was William for men and Elisabeth 
for women, although George and Thomas for men and Mary and Sarah for women 
were not far behind.  First sons and daughters were usually named after their respective 
parents, and girls and boys occasionally given their Mother’s maiden name as a middle 
name.  The most unusual name—Mahalath Freeman aged 6, who lived in part of what  
is now The Keep with her family, and her Father’s occupation was given as a Chelsea 
Pensioner.   
 
The Malthouse, which we know now as a splendid property on the road to Heaverham, 
was occupied by 44 people of 6 families.  Castle Bank was 3 houses, and The Keep 2. 
The wealthiest families were farmers, as we had no ‘big house’ in the village—St Clere 
at that time belonging to Ightham Parish. 
 
Following these various families through the next 2 or 3 Census’ has proved that, 
although many did remain in Kemsing and live their lives out here, with the coming of 
the railways and possibility of travel, together with the lure of the bright lights of 
London, by the end of the 1800s many families had moved away from the area. 

Janet Eaton 
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75th ANNIVERSARY OF V.E. DAY.  8th May 2020

 
 

 
 

S o, the 75th Anniversary of VE Day has been and gone. The day 
some of us had planned did not happen, some enterprising souls 

did put up bunting, and met in their front gardens for socially 
distanced tea parties, but the Heritage Centre’s planned day of displays 
and artefacts from WW2, plus tea and ration food had to be cancelled.  

Some of you may remember that on the 60th Anniversary of VE Day in 
2005, the Heritage Centre arranged a whole day of special events 
including a display of photos and an evening film show, but the most 
interesting part of the day was the publication of a book of VE Day 
reminiscences from the older members of our village. Their 
experiences were varied and included memories of being on a Bomber 
base in the Cocos Islands (Ron Bangay) a tank in Italy (Basil Course), 
being part of the Land Army in Hertfordshire (Maisie Eley) 
celebrating in Scotland, a day without flying his Fairey Barracuda 
(Boris Gaskin),  a Wren working at SHAEF , General Eisenhower’s 
HQ in Paris (Sylvia Gidley Kitchen) a WAAF in Delhi preparing for 
the war against Japan (Elspeth Horne)  and Pat Izzard enjoying her 
first ever drink in The Bell. Doug Kitchener was in Germany clearing 
a wood of members of the Hitler Youth movement, his wife Ruth was 
nursing in London, Ian Munro was trying and failing, to have a drink 
in every pub in Edinburgh  - he finished the next day by returning to 
the mess at 5am, and trying to get another drink.  

Len Newell and his wife were outside Buckingham Palace joining in 
the celebrations, George Smith lost two days stoppage of leave and 
pay for greeting his Duty Officer on HMS Hoste with a ‘Hiya Wings’ 
after an evening of celebrations. Bert Tratell was in Antwerp enjoying 
a good evening out, but Frank White was in Italy where there were 
few celebrations. Bob Banister, at that time living with his family in 
Catsfield in Sussex, remembered his brother Tom flying his spitfire 
over the village.  
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75th ANNIVERSARY OF V.E. DAY.  8th May 2020 

M any evacuees were looking forward to returning home, including 
some from the village who were themselves evacuated to 

Somerset in1944 because of the threat of the doodlebugs. 

In Kemsing itself on VE Day, we have the memories of Pat Izzard and 
Gwendoline Howe (nee Dobell). Most houses had flags and bunting on 
display. There was a Church Service at 8pm, the King addressed the 
nation at 9pm and the celebrations then really started. There was an 
effigy of Hitler travelling round on a truck, followed by a coffin. A man 
in front was dressed in a black cloak and a top hat and carrying a 
chopper, crowds of people followed including six men carrying flaming 
torches. Hitler’s effigy was taken down, kicked punch and had beer 
thrown in his face. He was eventually thrown onto a huge bonfire and 
rockets were fired into the sky. Everyone was singing and dancing, and 
Treacle Towers was lit up. At about 11pm, most villagers walked up on 
to the hill to see the lights in Sevenoaks – even there they could still hear 
the people singing. Searchlights were waving in the sky, such goings on 
had never been seen in the village.  

Of course, for those still in uniform, this was just a bright few minutes 
before the next part of the war, Victory over Japan. That eventually 
arrived on August 15th, and was again celebrated in the village with 
another bonfire, this time burning Tojo and Tokyo Rose. 

It’s not hard to understand the relief and joy that after a long and painful 
6 years of War, rejoicing should be the primary emotion, but for 20 men 
and one woman whose names are on our War Memorial, their lives had 
been ended by the conflict. Rejoicing for most but grief for so many. 

Sadly, so many of those who gave their memories of VE Day have now 
passed away so it is wonderful to have this resource of memories of 
those who were actually there.  

For photos, please see the Kemsing Heritage Centre website. 
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 A GARDEN SAFARI 

 
 W hile sitting in my garden one day and thinking that it could do with some tidying up, 

I noticed butterflies fluttering about in their seemingly random, happy-go-lucky 
manner.  There were Orange Tips, a Peacock, Little Whites, and a Brimstone, and it 
confirmed to me my thinking that there is a lot to be said for a patch of nettles and a bit of 
untidiness.  Clearly the butterflies agree! 

Dotted around in hideaway flocks, you might spot fledglings where they had been left by 
their parents while they were off on a mission to find food for their impatient hungry 
offspring.  In the background you will be conscious of birdsong and the comforting 
buzzing, chirping and mysterious rustlings that accompany a sunny summer’s day.  You 
may look up to the skies and have the thrill of seeing a buzzard or perhaps a pair of them 
gliding effortlessly over the Downs seemingly flying for the sheer joy of it. 

Quite recently Red Kites have been sighted in the area having spread over from some 
western counties of England and Wales.  They look similar to buzzards, but their kite-like 
forked tail is a distinctive and distinguishing feature. 

It is also probably that we might well soon be seeing the UK’s largest raptor return to us 
after hundreds of years.  Six young Sea Eagles were transferred from Scotland to the Isle of 
Wight a few months ago as part of a re-wilding scheme.  As anticipated, they are becoming 
adventurous and beginning to explore further afield.  One was sighted over Surrey on 8th 
May apparently.  You will be unlikely to miss them if they come over, given their 
incredible 8ft wingspan. 

Coming back down to earth, if you have a compost bin you might well discover slowworms 
enjoying the warmth there.  They are a welcome ‘find’ for gardeners as they have an 
appetite for slugs and snails as well as other invertebrates. 

Not to be found in gardens because they favour rough areas of scrub are the Roman snails.  
They are amazing creatures that were introduced by the Romans like so many other species 
we are familiar with today.  Roman snails are rare and consequently protected under the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act.  They have lovely cream covered shells measuring up to 
30mm-50mm width and 30mm-45mm height, monsters of the mini-beast world!  They are 
sometimes seen early on damp, warmish mornings.  Their lifespan is up to about 10 years, 
they do no harm to anyone, so let’s hope they can continue to thrive in conditions here that 
obviously suit them, as Kemsing is one of the few places they can be found in Britain.  
They are more widespread in some parts of Europe. 

Please have a care for our wildlife this summer by putting out clean water for “all creatures 
great and small” and by refraining from pruning shrubs and hedges until after the nesting 
season is over. 

I hope you’ve enjoyed our armchair safari, but I am sure you will agree that there’s nothing 
quite like getting up close to nature for real, there is so much out there to discover if you 
know how and where to look.   Have a great summer.                       Sue Stoyell 
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In 2012 a book was published (ISBN 978-0-85720-328-1) called “The A303: 
Highway to the Sun”. (many parishioners will use this road for access to the West 
Country). The author (Tom Fort) mentions a memorial at Harewood Forest, near 
Andover, called Deadman’s Plack, erected in 1825 by a Colonel William Iremonger. 
The memorial quotes from William of Malmesbury (admittedly writing 200 years 
after the event) and records that King Edgar (the father of St. Edith) in the ardour of 
youth, love, and indignation slew his treacherous and ungrateful favourite Earl 
Aethelwold (owner of Harewood Forest) in AD 963.  

The story was that the King (who was the first to unite all Saxons in the country) 
asked  his friend, Aethelwold, to inspect the Earl of Orgar’s daughter, Elfrida, with a 
view to offering her marriage if the reports of her beauty were true. Unfortunately 
Aethelwold married her himself without telling her of the King’s interest. On hearing 
that she really was nothing special the King’s suspicions were aroused and he 
arranged to visit.  

Aethelwold realised that the visit meant trouble and asked his new bride to look as 
dowdy as possible. She did not comply and King Edgar was considerably stimulated 
and angered. He invited Aethelwold for a days hunting in Harewood Forest, ran him 
through with a javelin, and married his ungrieving widow. This marriage would have 
been Edgar’s third liaison he had married Ethelfled firstly, and then seduced 
Wulfryth, the mother of St. Edith who was born here in AD961. 

The sequel to this story is that after Edgar’s death (from natural causes in AD975) 
his son by Ethelfled, known as Edward the Martyr, succeeded him – but only reigned 
for three years because he called in to see his mother-in-law (Elfrida) at Corfe Castle 
in Dorset and asked for a drink. While he was drinking (still on his horse) Elfrida 
caused him to be stabbed. He rode away but never recovered, Edith refused the 
throne and so Elfrida’s son, Ethelred succeeded. He is known as Ethelred the 
Unready.  

Elfrida allegedly repented of her crimes and founded an abbey at Amesbury and 
another at Wherwell (near Harewood Forest) – at the latter she was the abbess but 
fell into the River Test and drowned.   Colonel Iremonger inherited his estate in 1806 
and his family seat was Wherwell Priory (built on the remains of the earlier abbey). 
As well as erecting the memorial he names one of his sons Aethelwold and one of 
his daughters Elfrida. He appears to have been a blameless and likeable person, 
unlike Elfrida!                                                                                            Alan Waters      

 

 

DEADMAN’S  PLACK 
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 SPRING IN LOCKDOWN  2020 

N o cars, no people, no ‘planes,  
No jostling, no talking, no noise, no trains. 

The whole world in suspension, holding its breath 
A dreaded disease, dangerous – even to death 
The world is silent, unmoving – or is it? 

The natural world has taken over, is flourishing, 
Birds building their nests, Finch, Sparrow, Blue-tit 
Morning and evening from tree tops singing 
Emptying the bird feeder, feeding their young, 
Thrushes hitting snails on the pavement for breakfast, 
 
Pigeons and Blackbirds collect fallen seeds 
For their needs, 
In the sky, instead of aeroplanes, Skylarks, Buzzards, a Kite 
Swallows have returned, and Swifts – a cheering sight. 
In the woods, during this time of crisis Anemones flowered, 

Celandines, then Bluebells and Cowslips show their colour.  
Trees unfurl their leaves, form a canopy in green of every hue  
Woods and fields awash in white, green, yellow, and blue, 
Reflecting the colour of the sky – 
Since the schools closed the sun has shone. 

People hard at work saving our lives, 
Working from home, Caring for others, 
Delivering our post, Stocking the shops,  
Setting school work,. 
Carrying on, families at home - 
Children taught by mothers 
But in 2020 some had time to stop, 

Stand, watch, smell and listen 
To the continuing signs of spring. 
What a beautiful world we live in. 
                        Margaret Cuttill 
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1st KEMSING BROWNIES—   

WHAT HAVE THEY BEEN UP TO? 

A  picture of the snake 
of painted stones 
leading from the 

Village Sign (right). 
Mindfulness, Baking, 
Aviation, Grow your own, 
Languages, Jobs, Painting 
and Performing are all 

badges that 1st Kemsing Brownies have completed since March.  
As we are not able to have our usual weekly meetings, we have sent 
emails each week with suggestions of badges and activities that are 
part of the programme.  It’s great to see photos of the girls getting 
stuck into the activities but we’re looking forward to getting 
together with them all soon!       Jill 

The following recipe was given to our readers by the late Joyce Course who was 
one of our well-known cooks: 

KEDGEREE—SERVES 4 

Ingredients:  8ozs Basmati rice (wash well and soak for 15 minutes) drain 
12ozs smoked haddock (vacuum packed from the supermarket) 
2 tablespoons of olive oil, 1 medium onion finely chopped, 2 cloves of garlic, 
finely chopped, half teaspoon curry powder, ¼ to ½ teaspoon ground cumin,  
¼ to ½ teaspoon ground coriander, 1oz sultanas, salt and pepper to taste,  
2 hardboiled eggs (chopped), 1 lemon quartered, 1 teaspoon chopped parsley, 
¾ pint of water. (All spices to your own taste) 
 
Method 
Heat oil in heavy sauté pan.  Fry onion and garlic until pale yellow. Add curry 
powder and optional ground spices. Stir for few moments to mix with the onion. 
Add rice. Stir gently to coat every grain. Add sultanas, salt and pepper and stir 
well. Pour in water. Stir gently to mix and bring up to a quick boil. Reduce heat 
to lowest possible. Cover and cook or 10-15 minutes until liquid is almost 
absorbed (don’t be tempted to peek for at least 10 mins). Gently fold in flaked 
fish. Cover and heat thoroughly until all liquid is absorbed. Cover in a tea towel 
and replace lid. Let stand for 3-5 mins. This helps to absorb the steam so rice 
won’t go soggy. Garnish with the chopped eggs and parsley. Serve with lemon 
wedges and chutney. 
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 How are The Bees? 
 Hi John, how are the bees?’ is how I’m often greeted whilst taking ‘exercise’ during lock 
down. My reply is usually, ‘Not as well as you might think’ because although we've had a 
warm and sunny April, the rain and high winds of January and February were disastrous for 
bees. Contrary to common belief bees do fly during cold weather. They make what are 
called ‘cleansing flights,’ that is they remove faeces, dead bees, and any other debris from 
the hive. Bees do not fly in rain and they avoid flying during windy weather. So a prolong 
period of both can make for an unhealthy environment in the hive. Just the same as If your 
house was not cleared of rubbish etc. it would soon be less than wholesome, Bee hives are 
much the same. So when we had the lovely warm April days the bees were busy clearing and 
cleaning, before they could think about collecting pollen and nectar for their stores.  

By February the honey stores, which the bees have lived on during the winter, will be almost 
gone, so it is vital that they have access to early blooming flowers to supplement their 
dwindling store of honey. 2020’s February’s gales were very drying and as most flowering 
plants are surface rooted, the soil this spring did not contain as much moisture as usual. 
Plants draw moisture from the soil and turn it into nectar. Bees travel from flower to flower 
to gather nectar which, when they return to the hive is turned into honey. In March weather 
permitting, Beekeepers will quickly open the hives, to check the remaining stores and if 
necessary will supplement the bee’s diet. If however it is raining, snowing or too cold to 
open the hive the Beekeeper is faced with a dilemma, does he open the hive and risk chilling 
the bees which might kill them, or leave them to possibly die through lack of food? Last year 
I opened a hive to discover dead bees with honey nearby but the bees, were too weak to 
move just a couple of inches to the honey. A very experienced beekeeper friend of mine, 
who once kept 40 hives, this winter had 10 healthy colonies, When checked in January/
February they were fine. At the next check in March, only 5 had survived. Now 4 more have 
died out and the final colony has just swarmed! Beekeeping is rather like farming, ‘if the 
weather doesn’t get you something else will!’  You might think ‘why do I do it?’ mainly 
because I find the whole business of keeping bees 
fascinating. No matter how many books you read the 
bees will always surprise you. And I meet lots of 
interesting people, especially when collecting swarms 
from the Sevenoaks Area. A whole range of different 
people are Beekeepers, including the new CEO of the 
Saga consortium.  A Queen bee This shows how much 
larger a Queen bee is than the worker bees beside her. You 
rarely see a Queen bee so exposed like this. She is usually 
covered by worker bees hiding/protecting her. The white dot 
is applied by the beekeeper and denotes the age of the 
Queen. When this photo was published, on the Branch 
website, it was picked up by Google Images and spread way beyond our humble website.           John 
Farrow, Kemsing.s beekeeper & Swarm Collector.                  
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Wedding 
Jonnie UPTON and Kate TAYLOR on 17th March 2020 

Deaths 
Jean LEWIS (84) o 11th February  

Kathleen REEDY(95) on 3rd March 

Michael WILLIAMSON on 10th March 

Trish IRVINE in March 

Heather GREEN (86) on 18th March 

Susan CRADDOCK (71) on 20th March 

Kevin CRAWLEY on 30th March 

Lyn TWINER (62) on 30th March 

From “The Well” Summer 1970 

Vic Bowden wrote about Ivy Cottage In Watery Lane, Heverham and speculated 
on who the “RW” might be who built the cottage in 1759. 

The side chapel in the North Aisle of the Church was dedicated in 1913 to All 
Saints by the Bishop of Dover. It was later found to be suitable as a war memori-
al for those who had fallen in WW1.It was originally an auxiliary altar but it was 
found to be inconveniently placed and the altar cloth was removed in 1965. 

The Best Kept Village Competition for which Kemsing has been entered meant 
that the land behind the Wheatsheaf public house could possibly be used as a 
public car park. The committee of R Hooker, G Croughton and D Eley were con-
stantly campaigning against mess on footpaths and requesting dog owners  to be 
careful. 

From “The Well” Summer 1995 

The Churchwardens reprinted Diocesan advice about placing artificial flowers in 
the Churchyard. 

Parish and District Council elections had been held on 4 May. Joyce Course and 
Geoffrey Quinn were retiring as District Councillors and Norna Munson and 
Dorothy Kilbery were elected. Laurie Ford stood down from the Parish Council, 
New councillors were Pamela Westaway and Peter Kendall. There was to be a 
special meeting in the Autumn to discuss street lighting. 
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T he St Edith Hall Management 
Committee had intended      

refurbishing the Small Hall during 
August this year, when regulars    
usually take a break from using the 
Hall.  The Lockdown has meant we 
were able to arrange for the trades 
people to do the work on an individ-
ual basis, so only one person was 
working on the Hall at a time.  This 
provided work for the trades people 
when other, indoor work, was      
difficult because of ‘social dis-

tancing’.  I am sure you will agree that the new floor, new ceiling, new individually 
controlled lighting, and the redecorations look very smart and a great improvement.  
If you have not thought of using the Hall before, please consider it now. Details: 
st.edithhall@tiscali.co.uk 07927 505649. 

NEWLY REFURBISHED—ST. EDITH’S SMALL HALL 

And finally.... 

T he Coronavirus, Covid19 pandemic has been a terrible time for many of us and 
tragic for the families and friends of those who have died as a result of catching 

the virus. We in no way want to detract from the suffering that the pandemic has 
caused but sometimes good things can come from bad experiences. We asked a num-
ber of village residents to tell us if there were any positives they felt had resulted from 
the pandemic. Some did not reply to our request, others gave us both good and bad 
aspects of their experience. Below are a number of replies to our request for ‘Positive 
aspects ’of the ‘lockdown’  

I have never taken our lovely community of Kemsing for granted but I am even more          
appreciative of its care and friendship at this unprecedented time.                       Diana Springall 

During lockdown I have saved a lot of time as I don’t have to drive to work every day. I have 
really enjoyed doing 30 minutes of exercise a day, walking and running around our beautiful 
village and I have a much better work- life balance.                                            Bridget LeSbirel  

I have been very touched and comforted by the offers of help from my neighbours opposite, 
which made me realise I wasn’t really isolated. Living where I do, there are always people 
passing by who are happy to chat from a distance!  Rosemary Banister. The Well editorial team 
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Having to stay at home because of lockdown has meant I’ve done lots of jobs in the garden and 
some jobs in the house. This has pleased my wife immensely.                                       Bob Pimarolo 

It’s given me much pleasure to hear the sound of families talking to one another as they walk to-
gether. No mobiles in sight, just conversation and laughter, teenagers and adults, parents and chil-
dren, listening to one another.                                                                               Caroline Copleston 

Bed to work in five minutes! The kitchen is now my office so I can work in my PJ’s if I want to and  

I get to drink proper coffee!                                                                                                     Jill 

Best bits; not going to work, time to do all those jobs I’d been putting off for years, hours to read 
books I’ve wanted to read but with no time, enjoying the quiet, the birdsong, the blue skies.    
Clapping for the NHS with the neighbours. 

Worst bits; not seeing family and friends, especially my grandchildren, and surprisingly not going 
to work. Time did seem rather frameless, and hard to remember what day of the week it was. Too 
much TV news!                                                                         Janet Eaton, The Well editorial team. 

The best about lockdown has been the sounds of nature not being overridden by man-made sounds, 
and the worst is having to side step and say no, to my grandchildren as they run to me for cuddles.              
                      Nigel Cuttill. 

Time for enjoyable walks across the fields to Kemsing and to explore the many hidden corners in 
the village!                                                       Joe Kortum Chairman Kemsing Horticulture Society. 

 

What a privilege to be able to use time not just for essential and must do but time to catch up and 
learn a new skill or two. Time to see or hear many church services without leaving home. Time to 
write or speak with friends even the ‘Zoom’Times with friends from abroad. 

What a privilege to listen to the birds and look at the wonderful pictures from around the area  
people had submitted to Kemsing website even though I couldn’t get out. 

What a privilege to see how people have come together to help each other. For me God is good 
that I have this time. I hope have used my time wisely.                                                   Ruth Mason 

 

Being able to run, walk and cycle more around our beautiful part of the world and passing and 
saying ‘Hi’ to lots of locals you wouldn’t normally meet, is something I have enjoyed. Also getting 
done a few of the ‘never enough time for’ jobs around the house.       Frank LeSbirel of AddAroom 

 

Whilst walking round the village on my ‘permitted exercise’ it’s been lovely to hear birdsong ra-
ther than the noise of traffic from the M26.                    Doreen Farrow The Well editorial team. 

 



32 

 


