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Kemsing and Woodlands
Christmas Services
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Vicar’s letter

ear Friends

Have you ever noticed how nothing in life is free? They say
there’s “no such thing as a free lunch”. If something appears to be e
free, it’s usually a free trial or to market something else. '

L)

Everywhere you turn, people are after your money. Someone who
had recently visited a theme park with an expensive entry price told
me how astounded they were to see people paying for rides that weren’t included in
your entry. Events that charge try to upsell you on food and drink; events that are “free”
do so more aggressively; you have to pass through the gift shop to leave lots of venues.

-

oo

The popular perception of the Christian church is that we are just the same. Apparently,
churches want to attract new members, because they’re a source of funding. Nothing
could be further from the truth. Yes, really!

The Christian faith is about God. One of the characteristics of God, and of God the
Father in particular, is that he is a giving God. Supremely, God gives his Son. Jesus is
the most wonderful gift from God the Father to a dark world, to forgive us, to save us,
to restore humanity to the dignity we have lost through our own selfishness and sin.
And then, those who put their trust in the Lord Jesus become the people of God, and we
are God the Father’s gift to his Son. He gives Jesus to us, and he gives us to Jesus.

The thing about gifts is that they are free. They cannot be earned. This is what we
celebrate at Christmas. Materialism and consumerism cloud this, by making Christmas
all about spending money. But, as often, the lie works because it sails close to the truth.
Christmas is not all about presents, but we do celebrate God’s greatest gift by giving to
one another.

As a church, we’re trying to raise funds to finish the hall we’re building; you can read
more inside this issue of The Well. We want to do this so we can serve the community.
Please don’t define us by our fund-raising efforts; they’re a means to an end. Yes, we’d
like money to finish building, but much more we’d love to share God’s goodness and
generosity with you. God is a God who gives, before he requires anything of us in
response; so the church is first and foremost about what we can give, not what we need
from others. With every blessing.

Your friend and vicar,

onee



PARISH CHURCHES OF KEMSING & WOODLANDS
www.kemsingandwoodlands.org

Vicar Rev. James Oakley 01732 762556
Wardens Ray Parton 01732 764132
Trevor Mallinson 01959 524725
Church Office  Anita Connelly 01732 761351
Readers Mary Quenby 01959 522079
Philip Walker 01732 761646
Ruth Mason 01959 524486

The Church Office is in Room 5 at 9 West End (over Kemsing
Motors) and will usually be open on four mornings a week, Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 9.15 to 12.15pm.
Answerphone at other times is 01732 761351.

Anita, our Parish Administrator’s email address is:
administrator@kemsingandwoodlands.org

Apart from S5th Sunday, the pattern of services at Kemsing is as
follows:
08.00: Communion in traditional language

09.15: Sung Communion service (followed by coffee in the Church)
10.30: Morning Service (with coffee in the Church beforehand)

Sunday Special in the School on every Sunday apart from 1st
Sunday of the month which is the ‘All-Age’ service

18.30: Evensong.

The service pattern on the 5th Sunday will be:
08.00: BCP Matins

10.00: Combined service with Woodlands at Kemsing
18.30 Evensong

See page 3 for details of the Christmas Services at
Kemsing and Woodlands Churches

Please support our advertisers and mention this publication 5




PO Box 747
Sevenoaks
Kent

TN14 5XF

07956 870 240

Tel : + 44 (0) 1959 524 747
Your local saloon & 6 passenger MPV specialists

Gatwick from £55 London from £90
Heathrow from £85 02 from £65
Stansted from £90 Ebbsfleet from £45
PayPal.
Advance Bookings Essential visa |V5 A Dests
E-Mail enquiries@spacetravel.co.uk Internet www.spacetravel.co.uk

For the personal & reliable licensed chauffeur service,
Any distance, anywhere, any time ... Travel in space and comfort.

Established 1995

‘THE ITALIAN DELI’
Alice and Eduardo invite you to come & visit them behind The Well
for home cooking, family atmosphere. Panini’s, Coffee & Ice Cream
Breakfast and Lunch Open 5 days a week (closed Mondays & Tuesdays)

Tel: 01732 761581 n Kemsing Italian Deli




Kemsing Scout Group have been enjoying a variety of activities
during the autumn and winter months including hiking, camping,
a nature activity day and a skills activity weekend, where 50 badges
were awarded in one night! More widely the Group supported Kemsing
School Fireworks Night, building and marshalling this year’s bonfire;
welcomed village bargain-hunters at our November Jumble Sale and

roasted chestnuts at the Kemsing School Christmas Fayre.

Focus on our Cubs.....

We have 22 young people in our Pack aged
between 8-10%2 years old. In October they
participated in ‘Alien Invasion’ (left), a great
day at Lower Grange Farm, the Kent County
Scout site.  In total 350 Cubs enjoyed
conducting science experiments and activities

#l based on space exploration, such as making

and launching bottle
rockets, making compasses, string telephones
and lava lamps, visiting the astrodome, code
breaking and even making gooey alien slime!
Hopefully not too much slime made it home......

Houston, (well mum & dad) we have a problem!

Kemsing Scout Group wishes you all a

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!



Advertising Rates for

4 issues in 2020

This 1/8 page £85
1/4 page £125
1/2 page £200
Full page £300

All adverts are Black & White

Russell House

Love Challenge
Love Opportunity
Love Success

Love
Russell House

01959 522352 | A indsprnent

co-talicariomn
Eabon Boad, Otioed, | prsssnitory sclood
Kend THTE 500 chuliderm apdd 207

wwrw. russellhouseschool.co.uk
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NEWS and NOTES

he new 2020 St. Mary’s Church calendar is now on sale. Priced

at £10 and with a different photograph of the area for every
month, the calendar can be obtained from Ray Parton on 01732
764132 or Anita in the Church Office on 01732 761351.

On 31st December at 2pm at the War Memorial, we shall be
remembering George Hicks Bennett, the last of our Kemsing
dead from World War One, who died on this day in 1919. George
was a Petty Officer in the Royal Navy who died when his ship,
H.M. Dirifter ‘Catspaw’ sank off the coast of Riva in the Baltic,
delivering supplies to the White Russian troops at that time being
supported by British Forces. His wife lived in one of the Castle
Bank Cottages, but he is buried in Gothenberg in Sweden.

This marks the 20th and the last of these events which started on
March 9th 2016. Just a small ‘thank you’ to those of our Kemsing
War Dead from WW 1. Please join us for this short event.

D eck the Halls - Kemsing Singers Christmas Concerts - a joyful
caper through an Elizabethan Christmas with Chris Pottle as
Lord of Misrule. Friday and Saturday 13th and 14th December at
St. Edith Hall. 7.30pm. Tickets priced £10 (under 18’s £5) from
01959 523752. In aid of St. Mary’s Church Hall fund.

emsing Evening WI will start their meetings from January
2020 at 7.30pm.

riends of St. Mary’s AGM will take place on Saturday 1st
February in the Church at 2.30pm.

eritage Centre AGM will take place at St Edith Hall on
Saturday 8th February at 2.30pm. All welcome to come along
and hear what has been happening in the past year.

hat is a Ladies Brunch? Come along and find out on Saturday

29th February at 9.30am in St. Edith Hall. There will be a
choice of delicious pastries, smoked salmon tartlets plus coffee and
tea. £8 a ticket available from Sue Souch at souch@gmail.com or
from Anita in the Church Office on 01732 761351. There will also
be a speaker. Do come along and bring your friends.

hank you to everyone who made a Christmas Box for
Samaritan’s Purse and over 120 were sent, with more to follow.
Fantastic!



Institute of

Professional LotaIWiIIWriting Service IS your

Willwriecr:  REEES provide a Professional Will Writing Service

[} !|'||,' comio o YOUIr O !1-:_HT|4_' &0 & i
conmvenient to you, W I
£ "‘ For a FREE Will Review & help with all types
L‘ of Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney up to date?

3’*- and Probate.
cALLourLocaL speciauist Tony Nunn
01732 369294 or 0B00 1698038

EKW LEGACY PLANNING
www.ckwiegacyplanning.co.uk

Kemsing Sports Pavilion

Charity No. 294120 www.kemsingpavilion.org.uk

Planning a children’s party?
Well we can helpl We have a lovely, large room., With self - contained kitchen
and toilets. Suitable for childen’s parties, up to age nine.
Want to keep fit?
Have you tried playing squash? We have a squash court available for hire
at £6.50 for a 45 minute session. Showers and changing rooms available
To find out more & to book a court ring us. We also have 2 tennis courts for hire,
Classes
We hold classes, which include, Pilates, Short Mat Bowls
Track Training, Yoga & Mobility Classes

So call us now on: 01732 762 865
Sir Mark Collet Pavilion, Heaverham Road, Kemsing
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WOODLANDS NEWS

Hall Hire

Please remember that our
newly refurbished Hall is
available for hire. Contact
Ruth Chatwin, tel: 01959
522311 for details.

The Lunch Club

Meets every  Thursday,
details from Anne Shelley,
tel: 01959 522986.

Woodlands Cafe, Church Hall,
Tinkerpot Lane, TN16 6AA, Tel: 01959 522232 (on Cafe days)

The Cooks and Helpers at Woodlands Cafe would like to thank
their customers for all their support given during 2019.

As the Cafe is short of Cooks, it will be closed during January and
February 2020 in order to give the Cooks a well-earned rest. It will
be open as usual on the first Saturday in March 2020.

Please do come and visit for delicious home-made meals, cakes and
snacks, all at reasonable prices.

For more information telephone Ruth Chatwin on 01959 522311.

Change to Woodlands Services

From January 2020, there will be one service a month (All Age
Service on the 1st Sunday) together with services on special
occasions at Woodlands Church.

On other Sundays in the month, Woodlands will combine with the
10.30am Service at Kemsing.

The 5th Sunday will continue as a Combined Service for both
Churches.

11



Who do you trust with vour best friend?

Kemsing Branch:

I High Stroer, Kemsing, Sevenoaks,
Kemr. TNIS 6NB
Tel- 01732 71850
All pets seen from dogs and cats to
Main Clinic chickens and rabbits
St John's Church, London Rd, Home visits available
Dunton Green, Sevenoaks, Kent. Amale free Parki
TNI3 2TE Ample free Parking
Tel: 01732 452333
www.elandsvet.co.uk

r

sesaas DECANSE W Care!

Need a helping hand
with vour accounts?

SGI.

ACCOUNTING

sglacc(@outlook.com
07546 155862

Friendly, efficient service based in Knoeckholt
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PARISH OF KEMSING & WOODLANDS
Charity No.1131431
PCC Secretary: Mrs Rosemary Banister,
Poppies Cottage, 3 St Edith’s Road, Kemsing, TN15 6PT
Tel: 01732 762965, or email: Rosie.Banister@btinternet.com

Since building started in July, the new Church Hall has been taking shape and, by the
time this edition is circulated, the roof should be getting on. The windows and doors
will be next and the building should be watertight by the end of January. The next
phase of the building will not be able to continue straightaway UNLESS THERE ARE
ENOUGH FUNDS so, please, if you are thinking of making a donation, it is needed
urgently. Thank you very much to all those who have already responded to the
appeal, which is much appreciated (see also centre pages for details).

There are several fundraising events coming up in the New Year, one of which is a
Ladies Brunch (gentlemen are also welcome) on Saturday, 29" February 2020
from 9.30 to 11.30am in The St Edith Hall (Main Hall). Tea, coffee, pastries,
croissants, smoke salmon tartlet followed by a Speaker, Catherine Brooker. Cost £8 per
head, book through Sue Souch on email: souch@gmail.com, or ring me on 01732
762965.

On Saturday, 16™May, it is planned to hold a Bluebell Ramble, followed by a lunch
in the Woodlands Church Hall, more details to follow in the Spring edition.

Sadly, the attendance at a Sunday Service at Woodlands Church has fallen to 6-8 adults
and 2 children on some Sundays, and the PCC has decided to combine with the 10.30am
service at Kemsing on weeks, other than the 1* Sunday in the month which will be an
All Age Service (see also page 5 and11 for details of services). Now that Woodlands
and Kemsing are one Parish, we will continue to join together whenever possible.

Ruth Chatwin, who has worshipped at Woodlands Church for 38 years, and has
worked tirelessly throughout those years to look after the Church and to welcome
people who attend, has now retired and we would like to thank her for all she has done,
and to say God Bless and thank you. Ruth can still be contacted for Woodlands Church
Hall bookings (see page 11).

The Friends of St Mary’s have agreed to take on the repair and refurbishment of the
Church’s West Door. They have raised sufficient funds with the help of a small legacy
to also take on the cost of repairing the Stained Glass Window in the Chancel with an
estimated cost of £2,370, which is one of the Quinquennial works recommended by the
Surveyor. Our grateful thanks to the supporters of The Friends.

Rosemary Banister
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SERVICE & REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES

Latest Diagnostic equipment used. Air Conditioning

Budget to performance tyres at discount prices

Over 30 years expenence %

We offer super customer care. Our reputation depends on it
Quality servicing at competitive prices. All credat cards accepted
ww.w.oldburyvmotors.co.uk

01732 763 720

Unit 7, Chaucer Business Park, Wartery Lane, hemsing, Sevenoaks TN15 6PL

An advertisement in this space would cost only £125.00 for
inclusion in all four editions of “The Well” which is delivered to
every household in the parish of Kemsing.

A one-off insertion would cost £37.50.

Please contact the Church Office, 01732 761351 if you would
like to advertise, or The Well Editors on
welleditors@gmail.com

I}

yamsian ltd

Central Heating & Gas Engineers

*you may not need a local &
reliable gas engineer today,
just remember our name
for the day you do”

Service Installation Repair 4

| —— 01732 885882 wWww.samsian.co.uk

Please support our advertisers and mention this publication
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WHAT DID THE ROMANS DO FOR KEMSING?

B ack in 1949, local school teacher and amateur historian Charles Brett,
was made aware of finds of mysterious pottery remains in gardens
backing on to Oxenhill Road, in the village of Kemsing.

These gardens, in turn, abutted on to waste ground which had long been the
site of watercress beds but was now largely covered in refuse and a
playground for local children.

Brett investigated the site and made some interesting finds and took the view
that this was the site of a Roman watermill although, a later excavation in
1978 by The Kent Archaeological Rescue Unit, concluded that a Roman bath
house was more likely.

Fast forward 70 years to the spring of 2019, when Heritage Centre member
and volunteer, Jean Allen, was on an organised visit to Dartford Museum. This
visit included a tour around the museum’s storeroom, during which eagle eyed
Jean spotted on a shelf a box labelled “Kemsing Roman Bath House
Remains”.

Jean mentioned this to the committee back at the Heritage Centre and
enquiries were made to see if the museum would be prepared to loan them the
remains, so they could come home to the village and be put on display.

Dr Mike Still, the museum curator, was most helpful and allowed the original
box spotted by Jean, plus two others which he traced, to be released to the
Heritage Centre on a long term loan basis, which could be periodically
reviewed and renewed as appropriate. In addition, Mike kindly made available
Charles Brett’s original research notes and diagrams which provide a
fascinating insight into his excavation.

The contents of the boxes are currently being examined and recorded and it is
hoped that they will be on display before the new year. It is planned to show
them alongside some finds made in the later 1978 excavation which are
already in the possession of the Heritage Centre.

The developers moved in shortly after this excavation and the houses, gardens
and garages of Brookfield now cover the site. Doug Parry
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The Church Hall Fundraising Committee has been working hard to find ways
of raising money, and already have a number of events in the first six months
of 2020. These will raise some hundreds of pounds we hope, but it is much
larger sums that are needed—in all £350,000 to completely finish the inside
with all the mains services and fixtures and fittings. Phase 1 will cost up to
£460,000 and those people and organisations which have generously
contributed to make that possible are truly thanked.

To make a contribution, do please use any of the following ways:

Collect a donation form from the back of the Church
Phone the Church Office (01732 761351) to ask for a form
Phone Rosemary Banister (01732 762965) who will send one

See the website: www.kmwd.org/donate-hall which tells you how to
donate

Pay direct to the PCC’s CAF Bank A/C (40-52-40, 00012841)

Send a cheque, payable to “St Mary the Virgin PCC Kemsing” to
Rosemary Banister, PCC Secretary, 3 St Edith’s Road, Kemsing, TN15
6PT and, if you are a UK tax payer and can claim gift aid on your
donation, do please indicate this, as it will increase the donation given.

o | i ‘
T f



DO YOU OWN A
RENAULT?

Ren7oaks

Service, Repairs
& MOT’s

Unit G2, Chaucer Business
Park, Kemsing, TN15 6HU

www.ren7oaks.co.uk

01732 761200

The Good Garage Scheme Member

SEVENOAKS !

AERIALS
For friendly advice.

onallyour
TV Aerial / Satellite ;

requirements ;

Please Call

01959 525 884‘
07950 852 02‘I'

mmuauls&bhrmrrm com o
NOVAT  ..*

THE BELL

Enquirnes. John OQ'Sullivan

High Street, Kemsing

Tel: 01732 761 550

Good home cooked food
from 12 noon all day

Private Room available for Functions/Parties

¢ Home

‘Ins ead

Top 20 Home Care Award for the South East of England.
5 Star Employer in Best Employers in Care Awards 2016 /17.

The UK’s number 1 Franchise in the Elite Franchise 100,
2017. The Queen’s Award for Enterprise Winner 2016.

Home Instead Shoreham is looking for new recruits now on:

http://www.homeinstead.co.uk/shoreham/Vacancies.do

or contact: recruitment.shoreham@homeinstead.co.uk

18

Please support our advertisers and mention this publication




KEMSING LIBRARY REACHES A MILESTONE!

rom its humble beginnings in the
li— Working Men’s Club in the 1920’s,
Kemsing’s village library has grown,
flourished, developed and moved location
twice.
In 1969, having again outgrown its location
(now the back room of the Bell Inn), a
modern 6-sided building took shape at the
entrance to Dippers Close — a permanent
home for Kemsing’s Branch Library. This new, £16,000, purpose-built library
was opened on the 1% January 1970 by the then Kent & England Cricket Captain,
Colin Cowdrey.

Here we are, 50 years later, continuing to help and serve the residents of this
beautiful village. We would like to share this fantastic milestone with the
wonderful Kemsing community and have therefore lined up a week of events for
everyone to enjoy... please join us!

Saturday 18" January — The Launch Party (from 10am)

Special Guests The Official Birthday Cake
Kemsing Library ‘Through the Years’ display Refreshments

Kemsing Bake-off Competition - 3 categories:
8-11yrs = Choc.chip cupcake/ cookie
12-17yrs = chocolate sponge cake
18yrs+ = sponge cake and/ or fruit cake

(with specified ingredients)
Entry forms can be collected from Kemsing Library

Thursday 23" January — The Author Talk (at 2pm) with Lara Maiklem

Mudlarking: Lost and Found on the River Thames

BBC Radio 4 Book of the Week and Sunday Times Bestseller

- in association with The Kemsing Heritage Centre and Sevenoaks Museum

Tickets are £3 and booking is essential

Saturday 25" January — The Children’s Bit! (10 — 11.30am)
Children’s craft activities — Bookworm Bookmarks

Balloon Art

Birthday Pong!

£1 per child - booking essential
For further details, please email kemsinglibrary@kent.gov.uk, telephone 03000
41 31 31 or speak to a member of staff

Please support our advertisers and mention this publication 19
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Free Casrbat e

shop@bespokepl.co.uk
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Circuits
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Mondays
7:30-8:30
Sir Mark Collet Sports Pavilion

Free Introductory Class

# Full body high intensity
workout

+ |Improves core strength

# Great fat burner

« Suitable for all levels of fithess

For further information please contact

Fiona Sullivan
Personal Trainer
DT TATSESE10

finasullvanpbffoutiook. com

S
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® Free Delivery.
* Huge Stocks.

* Disposal Service.

%
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BED POST

* Friendly Expert Advice.

118/120 London Road,
Dunton Green, TN13 2UT
01732 742000
www.the-bedpost.co.uk

20 Please support our advertisers and mention this publication




KEMSING PARISH COUNCIL
Mrs. Yolanda Tredoux (Parish Clerk) Tel: 01732 762841

The Clerk’s Office, St. Edith Hall, High Street, Kemsing, Kent, TN15 6NA

Email : kemsingpc@tiscali.co.uk  website: www.kemsingpc.kentparishes.gov.uk

Normal Office Hours : Wednesday & Friday (11am to 1pm)

Meetings: Just a reminder that Parish Council meetings are usually held on the
third Wednesday of the month (excluding August and December), and commence
at 7.30 p.m. Minutes and agenda are available on the Parish Council’s website and
posted to the notice board at St. Edith Hall. For information regarding forthcoming
Parish Council meetings, please check village notice boards and the Parish
Council’s website or contact me direct.

Annual overview: It is hard to believe that it is almost the end of another year.
2019 proved to be a busy year in local government again. At the time of writing,
Councillors have attended 1 Annual Parish Meeting, 11 monthly Parish Council
meetings, 43 Committee meetings, 26 Working Group meetings and 15 site
meetings, considered and submitted comments on many local, County and
Government consultations and made, as statutory consultee, 71 planning
representations to Local Planning Authority, including comments on Local Plan.

Parish Councillor vacancy: The Parish Council is dedicated to serve you to the
best of our ability and strive to improve quality of life in our village for all. This
means that Councillors constantly make many, and sometimes difficult decisions to
ensure that Kemsing continues to be a lovely place for us to live and work in. There
is currently one Parish Councillor Vacancy. If you are interested to find out more,
or would like to apply for the position, please contact me, in writing, before 31%
January 2020.

I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank our Parish Councillors for
giving so freely their valued time, knowledge and skills in serving our Kemsing
community.

Thank you also to everyone who made a contribution, however big or small, to the
success and well-being of the Kemsing Community in 2019.

We hope you will have a very Merry Christmas and a peaceful and prosperous New
Year. Yolanda Tredoux, Parish Clerk
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A J DOE TREE SURGERY

The complete tree care service
For all tree work including stump
grinding.

Fully qualified and insured.

01622 728 574
01732 761 726

COPLESTONS

Chartered Acconntants
& Registered Anditors
8. Went End. Kemuing, TN1E 6PX
Loeal form servng local bovines s & people
Accounts, audis, corporyie & fmoneial sdvony
senices, conmmercl & persosal taxaten
Contact Alan Copleston or any of ow twam om

Tel : 01732 762 886
Fax : 01732 763 924

SGE (SEAL) LTD

B s |

Chutah Farms, Church Sireel, Seal, Sevenaaks THAS 0AT

e e

& CAD Facitbes £ Desgn serce
& hiawSactuoe Desposs prdon
& Fabocsbon & bisoheng work
& Stewl Buarie weid reah. eic
& Dwdwery & matslaton whioe

Tel: D173 TEATR
Faan 0AT3E TEVAZE
email paie s gl Lom

OREMING HOuRS
Monday - Fridey; 03:00 - 1700 Salurdey: G800 - 12:00

st Edith’sClub Kl

A family friendly social club in the heart of Kemsing

Mondav

Regular Live Entertainment & Events
Bingo & Quiz Nights

Darts & Pool (tree pool on Monday)
Raffle every Friday & Sunday
Jukebox, Wi-FI, Real Ales, Live Sport

e
.r':d_‘
Z— o

Thursdayv; 7 - 11

Friday: 5 -11

Saturday: 3 - 11, Sunday: 12 - 10:30

Annual Membership £10, £5 for over 65
Mext to the Village Hall, High St, Kemsing, TN15 6NA
Tel: 01732 762755
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KEMSING CRICKET CLUB

SEmSING
'!:"'"\ _/»4]/

C.LC.
<N

he Jolly Boys of Kemsing CC bid

farewell to another enjoyable season,
with the league team finishing a close 4th in
their first season in KCVL Division 3, being
the only side to beat winners, Marden
(twice!). Had we beaten neighbours Ightham in a very close
game, we would have been promoted. Skipper Grahame
Wood with 745 runs (two 50s & three tons) won the division
batting, by a distance, whilst veteran Roger Shaddock was
joint highest wicket-taker (32).

James Walkling had a great league season with 544 runs
(two 50s & two tons), as well as taking 22 wickets, 6 catches
and 7 keeping victims. Not bad with a broken shoulder!

In the Sunday side, there were some very entertaining
games. lan Martin achieved a rare feat, by scoring over 1000
runs, including 7 fifties and 3 tons! lan’s son, Jake, biffed
770 runs, including 7 fifties and his first ton. Ben Hafford
had a good season with 280 runs, 23 wickets, 9 catches and
2 run outs!

We had 47 All Stars (5-8 year-olds) on Sunday mornings,
learning the basics, as well as Under 11 and Under 13 teams
playing league cricket. Hopefully, we can restart the Under
15s soon.

Roger Shaddock

A select band of members are looking forward to judging the

Bake Off in the Library’s 50th Birthday celebrations ;r;
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PAMELA AISBITT (nee Mountjoy) 1st August 1933 to 22nd September 2019

hat a great comfort it was on Monday 14™ October to be surrounded by

friends and family at St Mary’s Woodlands and St Mary’s Kemsing for the
Funeral and Thanksgiving services for dear Mum. Having lived for 86 years in the
same home on the Otford Hills, a member of
St Mary’s Woodlands from the age of 10,
married at St Mary’s Kemsing in 1970 and
involved in both churches throughout her life
it was very fitting to say our goodbyes and
celebrate her life in both churches.
As a nurse for over 50 years she dedicated
her time and energy to caring for others in
hospitals and homes in the community, she
also wrote two nursing text books with a
friend. Even when her own mobility was
" declining, she was still determined to use her
. skills to help others, working for the
Alzheimer’s Support Service well into her
© 70’s. Patients often became friends, many of
- these friendships lasting her lifetime.

- Mum was always interested in everybody and
everything. She had a remarkable memory and could tell stories from the past in
such detail, a great conversationalist. She was a naturalist with an amazing
knowledge and great appreciation of the beautiful countryside in which she lived.

Over the years as a member of Woodlands Church, Mum was involved in a
variety of activities: PCCs, deanery meetings, bible studies, lent courses, Toddler
groups, choir, playing the organ, Fetes, flower arranging, visiting in the
community delivering the magazine, cooking and serving on the Woodlands Café
team. She loved to worship and serve in her local community as an expression of
the faith she held so dear. Thank you to all who cared, helped and encouraged
Mum through the different seasons of her life. Ros Cairns (daughter)
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hat a wonderful start to the new school year we have had, it seems barely
possible that we are now racing towards our Christmas celebrations!

Our reception class children have settled in well and just before the half term
break were confident enough to take part in our Harvest festival at St Marys
Church. They performed alongside our other classes to a packed crowd, it was a
truly uplifting display of music.

Our class 6 children have now returned from their weeks residential trip to Hilltop
in Norfolk. They participated in a wide array of activities in a fun packed week
from mountain biking to archery. The children made the most of every
opportunity to support and encourage each other, happy memories made by all!
My thanks in particular to the staff members who supported them so fantastically
on what can for some children be their first experience staying away from home.

Our enthusiasm for sporting events continues at Kemsing and in September, four
year 5 pupils had the amazing opportunity to attend Sports Leaders training,
gaining life long skills. A number of our KS2 children participated in an inter
schools triathlon event at Sevenoaks school which saw them competing at a really
high standard. October saw 9 year 5 pupils joining in a Handball master class
learning all about the rules and skills of handball from our England Women's
Handball team! 17 of our children also represented us at the inter schools Cross
Country event at Radnor House, this saw them competing in an extremely
challenging course with up to 100 other children in each race, they all showed
real grit and determination.

The football team is going from strength to strength and held two matches last
week which were part of the Sevenoaks Partnership league.
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Kemsing School Report, continued

If you can cast your minds back to my Spring report I updated you all on the work
our children and staff had undertaken to design new values for Kemsing. I am excited
to say that the work embedding these into daily school life is in full swing, the
classrooms and the school hall have colourful displays, and our playground now has a
beautiful spray painted banner of the images our children designed.

Congratulations go to Y6 who have been appointed and elected to various roles of
responsibility. To Alex Sceal, Tiffany Walton, Kieran Cox and Sophia Lester —well
done for your head and deputy roles and to Nathan Tappin, Milly Wilson, Jack
Boughton-Harris, Jacob Snowdon, Liam Norton, Aiden Russell, Esther Burton and
Emily Chambers well done on your house captain roles! We are confident that you
will serve the school community in an exemplary manner for the rest of this academic
year.

Year 6 will also be carrying out the wonderful job of serving and entertaining almost
125 elderly members of the village community at the annual Oaks Christmas Lunch,
being held in the school hall on the 7" December.

Coming up shortly are the much anticipated Christmas nativities for KS1 and the
celebration of Christmas performances by KS2, always a highlight of the school
calendar.

Our PTA have been working tirelessly fundraising for the benefit of all of our
children’s school experience. They have already managed cake sales, own clothes day
events, discos, an amazing fireworks spectacular, Christmas card making to name but
a few and they are planning many more events for the near future.

Finally, we hope to have seen many of you at our Xmas Fayre on the 30™ November
— it is a super event for the whole village to enjoy and every penny spent helps us
enormously.

Wow what a busy but brilliant 3 months we have had.

Andrew Kilbride, Headteacher

The Well is printed by Highland Printers, Unit 1,

Church Farm, Church Street, Seal, Kent TN15 0AT,
tel.01732 762131, fax 01732 763501
Email: info@highlandprinting.co.uk
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FAMILY MILESTONES

Marriages

Adam SEDDON and Victoria BLACKWELL on 14th September 2019
Deaths

Steve BROWN (64) on 8th September

Beryl MACKASKILL (79) on 8th September

Peggy GASKIN (96) on 9th September

Pamela AISBITT (86) on 22nd September

Trevor SIMONS (96) on 16th October

Audrey STOCK (94) on 14th November

From “The Well” Christmas 1969. Canon Rahe-Hughes in his capacity as
Rural Dean had been invited to Windsor Castle to meet and discuss with others
from all over the country. The St Edith Working Men’s Club (now the St Edith
Club) had their extension officially opened by Brigadier Norman on 18
November. The President, Cyril Nash, welcomed Brigadier Norman and other
guests. Brigadier Norman had helped get the extension built (it had cost £10,000)
by granting an interest- free loan which he later converted to a gift. He was
impressed that the members of the Club had done much of the work themselves.

After a public meeting representatives of the various organisations and groups in
the village had lent their support to the second Kemsing Festival in September
1971.

From “The Well” Christmas 1994 David Garrett wrote about the village
butchers and paid tribute to his father who had started the business in Dartford
and had taken over the Kemsing shop after some prompting from Jenny Donegan.
Moira King had moved from Chart Stud Farm to Plumpton Green in Sussex. She
was a teacher and is best remembered at Kemsing School (where she taught first
year juniors from 1968 to 1986).

Frances Heddle wrote about her family’s Christmas in wartime. Len Newell
wrote about the volunteers from Helping Hand who drove the elderly and the
handicapped to medical and dental appointments. Godfrey Croughton mentioned
the activities of the bellringers who had entertained and helped a team from
Kenya in September. A special peal had been introduced for Remembrance
Sunday.
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WELHAM JONES

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

01732 742400 or 01959 525440 : 01732 780600
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www.welhamjones.co.uk

An Independent Family Owned Company
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Village Diary

December 2019

10th Kemsing Gardeners General Knowledge Quiz night & buffet
Entrance £3.00 7.30 St. Edith small hall

11th W. L. Christmas Party with Quiz. St. Edith small hall 7.45

13th) & Kemsing Singers ‘Deck the Halls’ Concert, St. Edith Hall

14th)  7.30pm.Tickets £10 (under 18’s £5) from 01959 523752.

15th 7.00 pm Carol Service, candle lit at Kemsing

24th Christmas Eve
2.00 pm Crib service for tiny tots
3.45 pm Crib service followed by Carols at The Well
5.30 pm Crib service at Woodlands
8.00 pm Christmas Eve Communion

25th Christmas Day
9.30 am Family Communion
11.00 am Family Communion at Woodlands

January 2020

8th W.L ’Antiques’ with Tim Antonisz. Bring your antiques along to
be identified. PLEASE NOTE MEETINGS NOW START at 7.30

18th Kemsing Library 50 years Celebrations; Launch party from
10.00 today with a historical display and information for a week of
Events. See page 19 for tickets .

24th Kemsing Heritage Centre talk 'Ordnance Survey Map’ C. Brown
7.30 St. Edith small hall

February 2020

Ist Friends of St.Mary’s AGM 2.30 in the Church.

8th Kemsing Heritage Centre AGM 2.30 St. Edith small hall .

12th W.I. Broadly Speaking. Life on the Norfolk Broads. 7.30pm Small
St Edith Hall.

14th Kemsing Wildlife Group talk ‘The Wildlife of the Estuaries of
North Kent’ by ClIr.A.Jarrell St. Edith small hall, 7.30 £2.00

28th Kemsing Heritage Centre talk by Sir Paul Britton ‘Manor Houses’
St. Edith small hall 7.30

29th Ladies Brunch. In aid of new Church Hall 9.30 to 11.30 with
speaker. £8. St. Edith Hall. Tkts: Sue Souch. Souch@gmail.com

March 2020

10th Kemsing Gardeners AGM St. Edith small hall 7.30

13th Kemsing Wildlife Group talk by S. Ginnaw ‘Birds Beyond the
Bough’ 7.30 St. Edith small hall £2.00 entrance
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