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THE WELL - is published and distributed free, four times a year by the  
Parochial Church Council of St Mary’s Church, Kemsing and St Mary’s Church, 
Woodlands, to encourage and stimulate the life of the community. The views 
expressed in the magazine do not necessarily represent official church opinion or 
policy.  
 
If you use a computer to type your article, it would be extremely helpful  if you 
could Email it to: welleditors@gmail.com or send to the Editors c/o Poppies 
Cottage, 3 St. Edith’s Road, Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 6PT. 

Editorial Team:- Doreen Farrow, Janet Eaton & Rosemary Banister 
Advertisement Editor—John Farrow 

We reserve the right to edit [i.e. cut, précis, alter, correct grammar or 
spelling] any item published, and our decision is final. 

Cover photograph by Andrew Coleman 
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 Vicar’s Letter 

D ear Friends 

When I wrote this letter in the previous edition of The 
Well, I told you of the plans I have for a 3-month sabbatical 
next year. I explained this in terms of ensuring church 
leaders are fit to lead for the long-haul, and that we don’t 
lose sight of the goodness of God in the busyness of life. It’s 
a period to recharge. 
Part of that is to have the opportunity to read and to study. Vicars study hard at college 
before they get ordained. Much that we do, day to day, requires study. As I preach 
each Sunday, I work hard to feed people faithfully from God’s word, the Bible. 
Having left college, it’s hard to carve out the time to study beyond preparing for the 
tasks each week brings. 
This is why one of the former names for a sabbatical is “study leave”. It’s time away 
from normal duties and responsibilities, giving opportunity to study and so to keep 
growing and learning myself. 
I plan to study a particular aspect of the life of the Trinity. The Trinity is one of the 
ways that the Christian faith is totally unique. In common with a number of world 
faiths, we believe there’s only one God. We uniquely believe that the one God has 
always existed as three persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit. 
Without this, God would be a static, lifeless being, who would need to create 
something or someone to relate to. Instead, God has always existed as three persons in 
dynamic relationship. When we say that “God is love”, we’re not saying that God 
would love if given the chance. For all eternity, the three persons have been in loving 
relationship. 
I want to focus on how the three persons of the Trinity relate to one another. They 
always relate with love, but how are those relationships distinctive? Is there order in 
those relations?  How does the Father relate to the Son in a different way from the 
Son’s relationship to the Father? 
We’ll soon celebrate Christmas, when God the Son became the human being Jesus. 
Jesus describes himself as “sent” into the world. What does that mean? I hope to find 
out more. 
In the meantime, let me encourage us all to use this Christmas to appreciate more 
deeply what God did 2000 years ago. Yes, let’s grow in our understanding. Above all, 
let’s grow in our wonder. “Come, come and worship, Christ the newborn king!” 
With every blessing. Your friend and vicar,                                                        James 
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PARISH CHURCHES OF KEMSING &  WOODLANDS 

www.kemsingwithwoodlands.org 
 

Vicar   Rev. James Oakley 01732 762556 
Wardens  Ray Parton   01732 764132 
   Trevor Mallinson  01959 524725 
Parish Office Anita Connelly  01732 761351 
Readers  Mary Quenby  01959 522079 
   Philip Walker  01732 761646 
   Ruth Mason   01959 524486 
The Parish Office is temporarily in the St Edith Club, and will usually be  open on 
four mornings a week, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 9.15 to 12.15pm.  
Answerphone at other times is 01732 761351.  Ring first to make sure Anita, our 
Parish Administrator, is there. The Parish Administrator’s email address is: 
administrator@kemsingwithwoodlands.org 
 
Apart from 5th Sunday, the pattern of services at Kemsing is as follows: 
08.00 Communion in traditional language 
09.15  Sung Communion service  (followed by coffee in the Church) 
10.30 Morning Service (with coffee in the Church beforehand) 
 Sunday Special in the School on every Sunday apart from 1st  Sunday of 
 the  month which is the ‘All-Age’ service 
18.30 Evensong twice a month, a number of other formats twice a month) 
The service pattern on the 5th Sunday will be: 
08.00  BCP Matins 
10.00  Combined service with Woodlands  at Kemsing 
18.30 Evensong 
Fundraising for our new Church Hall in Kemsing continues (see 
our Autumn edition for more details).  Cheques if preferred should be 

made payable to:  St Mary’s, Kemsing PCC. 

SERVICES at  St. Mary’s Woodlands  (see page 7 for Christmas Services) 
1st Sunday   4.30 All Age Service 
2nd Sunday 11.00 Informal Communion 
3rd Sunday 11.00 Morning Praise 
4th Sunday 11.00  Holy Communion 
5th Sunday 10.00 Combined Informal Communion Service for both   
  Churches, usually to be held in Kemsing 
Children are warmly welcomed at all of our services.     
The Evening service is followed by a light meal. 
 

The ASH WEDNESDAY service with Communion will take place at 7.45pm on 
Wednesday 6th March, in St. Mary’s Church, Kemsing. 
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EMMA PEACOCK BSc MChs SRCh 

STATE REGISTERED CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST 
at South Park Medical Services, South Park, Seven-

oaks, TN13 1ED 
——————————  —————- 

A State registered Chiropodist specialising in  
providing a comprehensive foot health care service,  
including the treatment of corns, calluses, verrucae, 

ingrown toe nails & nail surgery. 
——————————————— 

Morning & afternoon  appointments - Home visits   
——————————————- 

For an appointment ring Sevenoaks 01732 742529 

 

‘THE ITALIAN DELI’ 
Alice and Eduardo invite you to come & visit them behind The Well 
for home cooking, family atmosphere. Panini’s, Coffee & Ice Cream. 
Breakfast and Lunch                Open 6 days a week (closed Mondays)          

Tel: 01732 761581  Kemsing Italian Deli 

evenoaks  Telephone  01732 760720 or 
Visit: www.acornosteopaths.com 
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 NEWS and NOTES 

K emsing Singers Concert  ‘Nativity’ will take place in the St. 
Edith hall at 7.30 on 14th and 15th December. A joyous, 

uplifting and entertaining programme of Christmas and seasonal 
music, in aid of Kemsing Youth Charities. Harpist Keziah Thomas 
will perform arrangements of old favourites. Audience participation 
appreciated! Tickets £8. from 01959 523752 or at the door.   

V olunteers found!  Further to the request from Doug Parry in 
the last edition of The Well with help with the tidying of the 

Memorial Terrace in the Churchyard, a  team of six have now been 
recruited who meet on the second Tuesday of each month. It’s 
definitely a case of ‘many hands make light work’. The gravel bin 
has been cleared of rubbish, and a new lid fitted. Future plans 
include planting bulbs in the planters and also repainting the 
benches in the Spring. 

K emsing Luncheon Club. Volunteers needed to join our team. 
Could you be one? Our senior members enjoy a good 

traditional lunch at St Edith Hall every Wednesday except during 
August and for 2 weeks in December. It is a much valued village 
service! We are looking for :- 

COOKS to work 1 week in 5. Would suit people who have a 
love of producing good home cooked meals. 

KITCHEN ASSISTANTS to work 1 week in 5 to help with 
food preparation and washing up. 

MEET AND GREET to help set up, serve teas/coffee and 
lunch while socialising with members. 

If you have a little time you could spare for a most worthy cause, 
enjoy meeting people and working with a friendly team please call 
Jackie 01732 763991 or Brenda 01959 522112. You are welcome 
to drop in one Wednesday morning 10-12pm for a chat and to see 
what we do.  
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Hall Hire 
Please remember that our  
Hall is available for hire.  
Contact Ruth Chatwin, tel: 
01959 522311 for details. 
The Lunch Club 
Meets every Thursday, 
details from Anne Shelley, 
tel: 01959 522986. 

 
Woodlands Cafe,  Woodlands Church Hall, 

Tinkerpot Lane, TN15 6AA 
Open on the 1st Saturday of each month from 11.30am to 3pm. 

Serving delicious home-made meals, cakes and snacks.  
 Tel:  01959 522232. 

More helpers are always needed. 
Please come and visit us, you will be most welcome. 

*********** 
Details of our usual services at Woodlands are on page 5 

For details of Christmas Services please see page 7 

All our services will be followed by Seasonal 
refreshments except Christmas Day 

 

 

WOODLANDS NEWS 

The Well is printed by Highland Printers, Unit 1, Church 
Farm, Church Street, Seal, Kent TN15 0AT,  

tel.01732 762131, fax 01732 763501 
Email:  info@highlandprinting.co.uk 

Please support our advertisers and mention this publication 
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because life isn’t always lived 
 

contact Beth Garrett 
07 425 146 464 

Web Site: www.labyrinthcs.co.uk 

 

Unit 3, 5a Noah’s Arc, 
Kemsing 

TN15 6PA  
All makes repaired 

& 
serviced 

Harding Motors 

01732 762971  

Stockists of luxury hair & skin 
care products 

ladies and gents accessories 
 

 

Station House, Station Approach 
Otford TN14 5QY 

 
16, London Road Dunton Green 

Sevenoaks, TN13 2UB 
 

A J BARBERS 

01 959 525 558 
07 713 615 312 
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 KEMSING PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

Mrs. Yolanda Tredoux, Parish Clerk, Tel: 01732 762841 
Clerk’s Office, St Edith Hall, High Street, Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 6NA        
Email : kemsingpc@tiscali.co.uk      website: www.kemsingpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

Normal Office Hours :  Wednesday & Friday (11 am to 1 pm) 

A nnual overview – It has been a very busy year again with 1 Annual Parish Meeting, 11 
monthly Parish Council meetings, 35 Committee meetings, 24 Working Group meetings 

and 22 site meetings. We have also commented on and participated in many local, County and 
Government consultations and made, as statutory consultee, 79 planning representations to the 
Local Planning Authority on planning applications in Kemsing. I have also represented the 
Council at various seminars and attended a number of training sessions.  
On to village affairs…. 

I nteractive speed sign at Childsbridge Lane – The sign was put up in 2008 as part of 
improvements when the pedestrian crossing further North along Childsbridge Lane was 

installed but subsequently removed by Kent County Council (KCC) in January 2017 when it 
was deemed irreparable. Despite the Parish Council’s lobbying, KCC resolved that it would not 
be reinstated due to lack of funding. County Councillor Mr. Gough very generously offered to 
fund a speed check data analysis, purchase and installation of a new sign in October 2018, for 
which the Parish Council is very grateful. 

V andalism and anti-social behaviour at Nightingale Road Recreation Ground update – The 
Partnership Group met again for the third time in October to review agreed actions taken.  

Although we have seen a reduction in the number of incidents the Community Policing Team 
patrols will continue. A 9-week detached youth work was delivered and the Parish Council is 
looking into the possibility of introducing a permanent youth club. Meanwhile, residents are 
asked to continue with reporting any concerns.  If an incident is happening there and then please 
dial 999 – otherwise you can report it by dialling 101 or report online at www.kent.police.uk/
services/report-online/kent-police-online-reporting/.You can do both anonymously - you can 
also let the CSU know at community.safety@sevenoaks.gov.uk 

P arish Council meetings – Just a reminder that meetings are usually held on the third 
Wednesday of the month (excluding August and December), and commence at 7.30 p.m. 

Minutes and agenda are available on the Parish Council’s website, notice board at St. Edith Hall 
or Kemsing Library. For information regarding forthcoming Parish Council meetings, please 
check village notice boards and the Parish Council’s website or contact me direct.  Finally - This 
is my last report for 2018 and I would like to thank our Parish Councillors for their 
determination, commitment, dedication, hard work and for giving so generously their time, 
valuable knowledge and skills in serving the Kemsing community. Councillors make many, 
often difficult, decisions affecting Kemsing to ensure it remains a lovely place for us to live and 
work in. No doubt we will face new challenges in the year ahead but we will continue with  our 
life in our village. On behalf of the Parish Council I would like to wish everyone a very     
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Yolanda Tredoux, Parish Clerk 
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01732 763 720 

    Oldbury Motors   Specialising in 
         SERVICE & REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES  
 Latest Diagnostic equipment used. Air Conditioning 

 Budget to performance tyres at discount prices 
 Over 30 years experience 
 We offer super customer care. Our reputation depends on it. 
 Quality servicing at competitive prices. All credit cards accepted. 

                ww.w..oldburymotors.co.uk 
 
 

Unit 7, Chaucer Business Park, Watery Lane, Kemsing, Sevenoaks TN15 6PL 
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P lanning for our Festival of Remembrance began several months 
ago, with support of the British Legion. Two members of the 

Kemsing Branch, and five members of the Church Flower Team 
created various arrangements for Remembrance Sunday—a fitting 
tribute to the centenary of Armistice Day. We were particularly 
delighted  with the poppies on the pillars, created by Daryl Norris 
from a bag of petals bought from ‘Pound’ Shop. 
Please see overleaf for photos taken by Stephanie Sceal of the 
displays in the Church. 
If anyone is interested in joining St. Mary’s Church Flower 
Arranging Team, please contact Ann Taunton on 01732 762502. 
                     

KEMSING REMEMBERS 

Please support our advertisers and mention this publication 

Remembering Sybil Steel—one of her splendid poems: 

“TOO EARLY” 

Oh, why is Christmas now started  so soon, 
As early as September? 

Surely we don’t need all that time 
To help us to remember. 

Robins and candles, cards and gifts, 
Vie with the 5th of November - 

Fireworks and crackers, is that what it takes 
To help us to remember? 

Christmas is Christmas—it is etched in the mind 
And it comes—with the Child—in December 
It’s sad if we need three months in advance 

To help us to remember. 
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        Photographs by Stephanie Sceal 
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DO YOU OWN A 
 RENAULT?                  

Ren7oaks 
Service, Repairs 

& MOT’s 
Unit G2, Chaucer Business 

Park, Kemsing, TN15 6HU 
www.ren7oaks.co.uk 

01732 761200 
The Good Garage Scheme Member 

Top 20 Home Care Award for the South East of England. 

5 Star Employer in Best Employers in Care Awards 2016 /17. 
The UK’s number 1 Franchise in the Elite Franchise 100, 
2017. The Queen’s Award for Enterprise Winner 2016.  
Home Instead Shoreham is looking for new recruits now on: 

http://www.homeinstead.co.uk/shoreham/Vacancies.do  

or contact: recruitment.shoreham@homeinstead.co.uk  

Please support our advertisers and mention this publication 
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S t Mary’s Church in Kemsing is holding a self-led walk in the North 
Downs this spring.    Come and join us and walk the wonderful 

Kent countryside and help raise money to rebuild the Church Hall 
which burnt down in 2014 and enjoy the relaxed atmosphere and 
hospitality of this event.  We sometimes do not appreciate the 
countryside that is on our doorstep and it is not until we check the 
routes that it can be seen from a visitor’s perspective.   
 
This event should not be confused with a sponsored walk or race, it is 
neither.  Walkers may choose one of three routes, each approximately 
5, 11 or 15 miles long following a route description over cross-country 
footpaths and lanes, starting at St Mary’s Church, Kemsing, and 
finishing at St Edith’s Hall, Kemsing.   The five mile route takes in 
Magpie Bottom, the southern end of Austin Lodge Valley and Romney 
Street.   The eleven mile route takes in Magpie Bottom, Dunstall Farm, 
Upper Austin Lodge and Romney Street and Woodlands.   The fifteen 
mile route takes in Magpie Bottom, The Darent Valley, Lullingstone, 
Upper Austin Lodge and Romney Street.   The entry fee of £12 for 
adults and £6 for under 18s provides for tea and biscuits at the start, 
water and soft drink at the checkpoints and a sandwich and cake tea at 
the finish.  The proceeds will go towards the Church Hall Building 
Fund. 
 
The event is being held on Saturday 18th May 2019 and the closing 
date for entries is 20th April 2019.  If this walk appeals to you but 
you are uncertain about following a route description, be reassured that 
many walkers who have not done this before have not found any 
difficulty.  If you want any further information please contact me for an 
entry form as this contains all the relevant information (available from 
1 January 2019).  I stress that we do have to decline entries if we 
exceed our maximum number of 250, so don’t delay in submitting your 
entry and be aware that entries will not be accepted on the day.  I can 
be contacted at 125 Pilgrims Way, Kemsing Tel: 01959 524725 or 
email wilkinsonff@gmail.com.    

Pauline Mallinson.  Walk Organiser 
 

 

THE KEMSING CHURCH HALL WALK 
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COPLESTONS 
Chartered Accountants 
& Registered Auditors 

9, West End, Kemsing, TN15 6PX 
 

Local firm serving local businesses & people. 
Accounts, audits, corporate & financial advisory  

services, commercial & personal taxation. 
Contact Alan Copleston or any of our team on : 

Tel : 01732 762 886 
Fax : 01732 763 924 
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KEMSING SCHOOL REPORT—AUTUMN TERM 2018 

W hat a busy and exciting term it has been for Kemsing Primary School. In 
September, we welcomed 7 new pupils, 2 new teachers and a new teaching 

assistant. From my perspective, as a new starter as well, a tremendous team of talented, 
hard working staff and a body of parents, whose support the like of which I have never 
seen before, have stretched out a warm arm of welcome, for which I am extremely 
grateful. 

Just three weeks into term, Year 6 embarked upon a fabulous team building residential 
trip to Rippledown near Dover, where they visited Dover Castle and Canterbury      
Cathedral, amongst other exciting experiences. They returned a wiser, more cohesive 
group who I see daily taking responsibility for their own learning, offering support and 
encouragement to younger children . 

Year 3 have also enjoyed an educational day at Lullingstone Roman Villa to support 
their Roman topic for the term. Our creative curriculum is alive and kicking through 
topics ranging from space and buildings to Ancient Greece and explorers. Take a look 
at the class pages (http://www.kemsing.kent.sch.uk/topic/class-pages) on our website to 
really bring the children’s enjoyment in learning to life.                   Contd. on Page 26. 
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All aspects of tree care [planting to felling] 
Hedge Cutting 
Stump Removal 
Over 30 years experience 
Logs 
 

For help & friendly advice call our office 
 

01959 524 623 
The Oast, Preston Farm, Shoreham, 

Kent TN14 7UD  Tel.  
 

 
Email : enquiries@downtoearthtrees.co.uk 

Website : www.downtoearthtrees.co.uk 

Please support our advertisers and mention this publication 
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I  sometimes think that all that would be written has been written about the Kemsing 
Hills – they are a seasonal backdrop to the village and as I write the downs are 

glowing with shades of early autumn, soon to be torn from the trees by the chill winds 
of winter.  All that is left are the sombre green clumps of English yew, growing in the 
great scars of ancient worked out chalk pits. 
Cotmans Ash is built in such a pit, all that is left is a deep cleft in the chalk rock at the 
northern end and that has long been home to several badger families. 
The northern end of Cotmans Ash is a small forest of spruce (planted in 1947) – I leave 
this entirely to Nature – Buzzards nest there and seem to have no trouble  with the 
goldcrests and woodpeckers. 
There is a broad walk right through Cotmans Ash – doubtless cut out by the old chalk 
miners drawing out the chalk and flint – this I know by the giant horse shoes that turn 
up from time to time.  We also have two bomb holes about which I know nothing – 
perhaps ‘old Jerry’ was having a go at the Rising Sun! 
I have had to replace my high seat at the entrance to Cotmans Ash – the old one was 
knocked out by a courting couple! 
There is little to commend an east wind in mid-winter although we do get some 
brilliant star patterns, and from my window I watch “Orion’s Belt “ travel east-west 
(Wrotham-Otford) and on a really sharp night watch the flashing light reflected on  the 
sky from electric trains passing between Kemsing and Otford. 
Winter visiting birds move in to polish off the wild fruit – it has been a bountiful  year 
for rowan berries and hawthorn as well as an enormous crop of Apples.  Most of these 
visiting strangers fly in to avoid the frozen snow of Scandinavia – my favourite is the 
woodcock – they rise from my feet like silent ghosts. 
Just a matter of weeks and it will be snowdrop time – here on the hill  we can already 
see their white spears pushing through the undergrowth – they really do put on a 
display with their drifts of sheet white flowers under the trees.  Do try and get up to see 
them in February – March. 
 Soon it will be Christmas – it seems we have lost many friends from the village during 
the year – some we will remember with sadness, others have moved out of the village 
and we wish them well.   So it’s Happy Christmas from all at  Cotmans Ash and don’t 
forget the ‘Kemsing Motto’ – “We will all pull together”     
                                                               Brian Doe 

NEWS FROM COTMANS ASH —The Kemsing Hills 
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A fter the euphoria of the Saturday side winning the league, 
there was still something to celebrate mid-September, as 

Ben Hafford (106*) became the first product of the Kemsing 
Colts system to score a century! A memorable innings at 
Horton Kirby CC, in partnership with Jake Wood (87*), as they 
scored nearly 200 in the last 20 overs to finish a few runs short 

of the target! 
 
The Sunday side consists mainly of youngsters, with a few old hands 
thrown in, and they play a very enjoyable brand of friendly cricket, with 
some scintillating individual performances at various times of the season! 
The result is fairly unimportant, but the enjoyment is crucial! 
 
If anyone is looking to get (back) into cricket, the Sunday side would be a 
great starting point. 
 
We had our first lady cricketer in an adult team in 2018, as 13-year-old 
Katie McBride played a few games and was certainly not out of her depth. 
Katie is in the Kent squad for her age group this winter… She has great 
potential and is certainly outstanding in the boys’ teams she plays in! 
 
The League-Winning Celebratory Curry at our sponsors, The Tamarind, 
was very well attended and Raj and the boys gave us a great night out! We 
are very lucky to have such a great restaurant in the village, where 
everyone is treated like a long-lost friend!  Our indoor nets start at St. 
Michael’s School in mid-January on Friday evenings (7.30-9.30) until the 
end of April. There are plenty of experienced coaches and players to give 
advice, if you want to attend. Colts coaching will be on Sunday evenings. 
 
Full details will be on our website in due course - kemsing.play-
cricket.com and Facebook/Twitter - @KemsingCC. We will also be 
running midweek adult nets and training in the summer at The Pavilion. If 
you are interested in what we have to offer, please contact Roger on:  
kemsingcc@gmail.com. 

KEMSING CRICKET CLUB  
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 KEMSING SCHOOL REPORT  - Part 2 

 T he centenary Armistice Day was a really well-attended event to behold in 
the village in November, and children representing the school participated 

in the parade and paying respect at the War Memorial for the first time, alongside 
their peers from scouting and guiding uniformed groups. 
A recent visit by the NSPCC saw the whole school learn about safe and healthy 
development, whilst raising over £1500 (and counting...) for a truly worthy cause 
by taking part in a danceathon, on the hour every hour, for one day in October! 
Alongside money we raise for good causes in our wider community, our PTA 
continue to do a fabulous job leading an ongoing schedule of events (fireworks 
display, comedy night, Christmas Fayre, quiz night) that can be enjoyed by all 
and raise much needed funds for our school at the same time. See our posters or 
contact the school office to find out more.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One final request of your time - if you can think of a facility that the school could develop 
(with potential help through the award of funding grants) that could be of mutual benefit to 
the school and the wider community in the future, we would be very interested to hear your 
ideas.                                                                        Andrew Kilbride—Headteacher 
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FAMILY MILESTONES 
Baptism 

Andrew MASON on 7th October 
Deaths– Rest in Peace 
John ACOTT (84) on 12th September 
Susan LONG (65) on 17th September 
Beryl BAKER  on 19th September 

Ian Peter COX (60) 9th October 
Derek MUNSON on 22nd October 
Katie BISHOP (88) on 3rd November 
Olive (Angela) MARVIN (89) on 6th November 
Barbara HARRINGTON (93) on  11th November 
Audrey TRATTELL (89) on  13th November 
Alan PENNELS (79) on 13th November 
Sybil STEEL (99) 24th November 

 

From “The Well” Christmas 1968 

The Geology of Kemsing was the subject of an article by Mr Brundorm of the British 
Petroleum (BP) company. 

Christmas music at St Mary’s Church was to include the choir singing round the 
village, a “Carols for All” evening at the Church Hall (including some carols not 
suitable for singing in Church), and the traditional service of Nine Carols and Lessons. 

The Editor (Vic Bowden) wrote about Lighting in Church which ranged from candles 
and oil lamps. During WW11 Evensong was a at 3pm in the winter months because of 
the blackout. 

From “The Well” Christmas 1993 

Len Newell had attended a Shoreham Deanery Synod  who debated whether ordained 
priests were necessary for administering Holy Communion – the debate continues 
although the ordination of women may be a solution. 

Hunting Theology was the subject of an article by Douglas Bennett. 
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Free Home Delivery to Kemsing, Otford & Seal, Minimum 
Order £15. 3 Course Banquet Night Every Tuesday. 

3,The Parade, Dynes Rd. Kemsing TN15 6RE  
Mob. 07 932 585 094  info@tamarindfinedining.co.uk 

Please support our advertisers and mention this publication 
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H ello. My name is Matthew (Matt) Bell 
and I am the newest member of 

Kemsing Parish Council having been co-
opted onto it in  February 2018. 
I've lived in the village for the past 12 years 
with my wife having moved from London 
where we were both born, raised and worked 
for most of our lives. 
The reason we moved here will be common 
to many who come to live in Kemsing. We 
wanted beautiful countryside and a friendly 
village feel that was away from the hustle, 
bustle and pressures of city life. Those are things that remain critical to me. 
Along with that are the opportunities to become involved with so many local 
groups and clubs, from our successful Cricket, Football, fitness and sporting 
clubs to a wide range of groups and organisations for older and younger 
members of our community. I'm sure all those who have made Kemsing their 
home, not to mention those who have always lived here, will appreciate one 
or more of those at some time. 
In London I worked as a police officer for 30 years and hope that the skills 
and experience I gained will add to those of the other hard working and 
dedicated members of the Parish Council. I've always enjoyed combining 
with hard working community-minded people to find solutions and was proud 
to be awarded an MBE in 2012 for my work in this area of policing. I saw 
joining the Parish Council as a good way of giving something back to the 
place where I live to ensure that we safeguard the things that make this 
village what it is. 
I strongly believe we need to keep it clean, green, safe, active and hospitable 
to ensure it remains a place where we all want to live.  I've already been 
really impressed with the level of personal commitment of my fellow Parish 
Councillors who, largely unseen, give freely of their time and effort for our 
community. 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR NEWEST PARISH COUNCILLOR 
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 Village Diary 
December 2018 
7th Wildlife Group Christmas  party with  music from the Hop-pickers 
 compare Chris Pottle with poetry  and an easy quiz. £2.00 entry  
 St. Edith small hall 7.30pm  
8th St Mary’s Christmas Fair, in the Church, 10.30 –12noon, Christmas 
 Cards, Calendars, Traidcraft, and other seasonal items  
11th Kemsing Gardeners Christmas Wreath and Table Decoration 
 demonstration by Joe Kortum, £8 for materials to make yourself, please 
 bring secateurs and gloves, St. Edith small hall 7.30pm 
14th WI Christmas Party with Special Christmas Event. Members only, 
  St. Edith small hall 7.45pm 
14th & Kemsing Singers concert ’Nativity’ St. Edith small hall 7.30 tickets 
15th £8.00 from 01959 523752 or on the door. 
16th  Nine Lessons  & Carols by candlelight  St. Mary’s  Kemsing 7.00 
24th  Christmas Eve 
 2.00 pm Crib service for tiny tots  
 3.45 pm Crib service followed by Carols at The Well 
 11.30 pm Midnight Holy Communion 
25th Christmas Day 9.30am Family Communion service 
January 2019 
5th Heritage Centre open first Saturday of every month 2.0-4.30 
9th WI  talk by C. Stewart ’Flower Villages of Alsace & Lorraine ’ 
 St. Edith small hall 7.45pm 
25th Heritage Centre talk by P. Britton ‘2000 years of Fortification of Kent’
 7.30pm St.Edith small hall 
February 
2nd Friends of St. Mary’s AGM 2.30pm in the Church  
8th Wildlife Group talk by Alison Bristo ‘Orang-utans of Borneo’ 
 St. Edith small hall 7.45pm  £2.00 entry 
9th Heritage Centre A.G.M. 2.30pm St. Edith small  hall. Preceded by 
 display from 10.30am  
13th W.I. Talk on ‘MIND the Mental Health Charity’ St. Edith small  
  Hall 7.30pm 
22nd Heritage Centre talk ‘Kemsing Defiant’ St. Edith small hall 7.30pm 
March 
8th Wildlife Group, talk by John Tyler ‘The World of Insects’  
 St. Edith small hall 7.45pm £2.00 entry  
13th WI talk by Tim Anthoisz ‘Antiques’ St. Edith small  hall 7.45pm 
29th Heritage Centre talk by I. Corrigan ‘Master Mason’s The story of how  
 they built Cathedrals’  St. Edith small hall 7.30 
 
  
 

 

Please support our advertisers and mention this publication 
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 Mrs Yolanda Tredoux, Parish Clerk, Tel: 01732 762841 
Clerk’s Office, The St Edith Hall, Kemsing, TN15 6NA 

Email: kemsingpc@tiscali.co.uk 
Website: www.kemsingpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

Normal office hours:  Mon, Tues 12-3pm & Thurs, Fri 9am-1pm 
Parish Council elections in May 2015  

Could you be a Parish Councillor for Kemsing? 

Are you interested in your local community and would like to voluntarily contribute to 
keeping Kemsing a good place to live and work?  

Sounds interesting, what do local Parish Councils do?  

Parish Councils are the most local part of the democratic system. Kemsing residents elect 
their local body of thirteen Councillors for a term of four years.  As community leaders, 
Parish Councillors are the voice of our community by representing the objectives and 
concerns of the residents they serve.  The Parish Council can lobby other authorities and 
influence decisions to the benefit of the residents of Kemsing.   

What do Parish Councillors do? 

There are 3 main areas of work which involve decision making, monitoring, and getting 
involved locally. Every important decision made on your behalf is by majority vote after 
debate. At these meetings, which are open to the Public, Councillors discuss many issues 
affecting Kemsing residents.  The formal part of the role is to attend monthly Parish Council 
meetings  and some Committee meetings.  The less formal part is listening and talking to 
people, including the local elected members of the District and County Councils.   

How much time is involved? 

Parish Councillors generally say that their duties occupy them for about three hours a week, 
but obviously there are some Councillors who spend more time than this – and  less. 

Am I qualified? 

You are qualified if: you are 18 years or older and a British citizen, or a citizen of the 
Commonwealth or the European Union, your name appears on the current register of Voters 
list, you have, for the past 12 months, resided in or within 3 miles of the Parish of Kemsing, 
or Kemsing has been your only place of work during the past 12 months. 

How do I get involved? 

Residents who would like to volunteer their time to work as a Parish Councillor to help 
contributing to Kemsing, can put themselves forward at the next election on 7th May 2015. 

If you are interested to find our more, please contact the Clerk. 

Dates of Parish Council meetings 

18 February, 18 March, 15 April, 20 May  in Small Hall, St. Edith Hall, Kemsing at 
7.30 p.m. - Please see website and notice boards for further information) 
. 

 


