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THE WELL - is published and distributed free, four times a year by the  
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Woodlands, to encourage and stimulate the life of the community. The views 
expressed in the magazine do not necessarily represent official church opinion or 
policy.  
 
If you use a computer to type your article, it would be extremely helpful  if you 
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 1st KEMSING BROWNIES WEEKEND AWAY 

F encing, climbing, archery, zip-line, aeroball and the ‘giant swing’ are some 
of the activities that 1st Kemsing Brownies took part in during their weekend 

away at the 
PGL centre 
at Windmill 
Hill. We may 
have been 
the smallest 
group there 
but we made 
up for it in 
enthusiasm  
and laughter.  
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Vicar’s Letter  

D ear Friends 

Royal weddings have a strange appeal. Some estimate 
that 2 billion people watched (at least part of) Harry and 
Meghan’s wedding last month. 

Is it that there’s a bit in us that dreams of being royalty? Or is 
it the chance to be part of the big day. Amongst the 
celebrities and dignitaries invited, there were some unexpectedly “ordinary” folk as well, 
and 2,640 were invited into the grounds of Windsor Castle. I’m guessing that included few 
from Kemsing, and the TV is the closest we got to being there. 

Jesus used many pictures to portray what it’s like to be in his kingdom, to be a Christian. 
One was the picture of being invited to a royal wedding. The Bible says that the real 
marriage is the relationship between Jesus and his people. God invented the 
arrangement we call marriage, where a man and a woman pair off for life, as a scale 
model to showcase his love for his people. 

So when Jesus calls people to follow him, he’s inviting them to be part of a marriage (the 
real marriage, not just the visual aids to this that we call marriage). Because he’s king of 
this world, it’s a royal wedding. Because life is good in God’s kingdom, it’s a royal 
wedding banquet, and we’re all invited. 

As Jesus paints this picture, two groups of people miss out on being there. Some were on 
the original invitation list, people we’d all expect to be in his kingdom, the religious and 
the decent; those missed out because they had more important places to be. 

Others were then invited to make up the numbers, some of whom didn’t get to stay 
because they weren’t wearing wedding clothes. In that culture, the wedding family would 
give all their guests an outfit for the day. So it wasn’t that these people were too poor to 
come suitably dressed; they didn’t think they needed to. If we’re going to be part of Jesus’ 
kingdom, we have to look the part, which means being perfectly good. Fortunately, this is 
something God gives us; the outfits were paid for us when Jesus died and rose again. But 
we cannot come without this gift. 

Jesus wants us to know that some will miss out on the best royal wedding of all. However 
his focus is on the celebration there will be, on the fact that the place will be packed 
(however many miss out, there won’t be an empty seat), and on the fact that every one of 
us is invited.  With every blessing. Your friend and vicar, 

 
James Oakley 
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PARISH CHURCHS OF KEMSING &  WOODLANDS 

www.kemsingwithwoodlands.org 
 

Vicar   Rev. James Oakley 01732 762556 
Wardens  Ray Parton   01732 764132 
   Trevor Mallinson  01959 524725 
Parish Office Anita Connelly  01732 761351 
Readers  Mary Quenby  01959 522079 
   Philip Walker  01732 761646 
   Ruth Mason   01959 524486 
 
The Parish Office is temporarily in the St Edith Club, and will usually be  
open on 4 mornings a week, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 9.15 
to 12.15pm.  Answerphone at other times is 01732 761351.  Ring first to 
make sure Anita, our Parish Administrator, is there.  
The Parish Administrator’s email address is: 
administrator@kemsingwithwoodlands.org 
 
Apart from 5th Sunday, the pattern of services is as follows: 
 
08.00 Communion in traditional language 
09.15  Sung Communion service  (followed by coffee in the Church) 
10.30 Morning Service (with coffee in the Church beforehand) 
 Sunday Special in the School on every Sunday apart from 1st 
 Sunday of the  month which is the ‘All-Age’ service. 
18.30 Evening Service (Evensong twice a month, a number of other 
  formats twice a month) 
The service pattern on the 5th Sunday will be: 
08.00  BCP Matins 
10.00  Combined service with Woodlands  at Kemsing 
18.30 Evensong.   
   
 

SERVICES at  St. Mary’s Woodlands 
1st Sunday   4.30 All Age Service 
2nd Sunday 11.00 Informal Communion 
3rd Sunday 11.00 Morning Praise 
4th Sunday 11.00  Holy Communion 
5th Sunday 10.00 Combined Informal Communion Service for both  
   Churches, usually to be held in Kemsing 
 
Children are warmly welcomed at all of our services.                                    
The Evening service is followed by a light meal. 
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Please support our advertisers and mention this publication 

FLY-TIPPING AND HOW WE CAN HELP CATCH THOSE RESPONSIBLE 

These 2 pictures show recent fly tipping in 2 locations in Watery Lane. It’s nearly 
impossible to catch them in the act, but if you have a smart phone you can report it.  

 

 

 

 

Country Eye allows you to take a photograph and when you click on ‘send’ it gives the 
satnav location.  Isn’t technology marvellous!!  Just to illustrate how bad the problem has 
become, there were 1,002,000 cases of fly-tipping in England last year, equivalent to 114 
every hour.  So, if you do catch anyone in the act, take a photo if possible and report it 
straightaway on Country Eye.   John  Farrow, Village Tidiness Officer 
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K emsing Cricket Club are lucky enough to have one of the nicest grounds around, at the Sir 
Mark Collet Pavilion! Surrounded by greenery and in such a nice setting, the cricket 

ground is an ideal place to spend your weekend afternoons! Quite a few people agree with that 
sentiment, as we have a thriving and successful adult section, with three promotions in three 
years to get us to Division 4 of the Kent County Village League in 2017, where we had a decent 
season, consolidating our position. 

This year, with a good win in our first game, we hope to achieve another promotion. We have 
been bolstered by the arrival of some very decent players, who give us some serious batting 
power and more bowling options in the league. However, the games are played in good spirit, 
as there is no need for unpleasantness, even in league cricket. However, Sunday cricket is an-
other matter, entirely! The team is mainly youngsters, most of whom cannot play on Saturdays, 

and who enjoy the more se-
date nature of Sunday cricket. 
There is space for a few sen-
ior pros, who are pleased not 
to have run around too much! 
These games are for enjoy-
ment and our team achieves 
that every week, as do our 
opposition, with laughter and 
some   decent games includ-
ing wins! 

That said, we are still looking 
for new players, as some 
weeks, if availability is poor, 
we have to work hard to get a 
team out on either day, so if 

anyone wants to play, please get in touch with me. Details below. Our junior section have ena-
bled the Club to prosper in recent years, with many current and ex-Colts playing successfully in 
the adult teams! We have teams at Under 15, Under 13 and Under 11, as well as the All Stars, 
aged 5-8, started in 2017. Ourselves and Sevenoaks Vine are the only local clubs providing this 
new ECB initiative, which is why we have 27 boys and girls registered for this! The emphasis, 
at this Club, for all junior cricket, is enjoyment and not results, ensuring all players get involved 
in the games and training. We also have some very talented young ladies playing in the Colts, 
with the possibility, this year, of our first lady cricketer in an adult side! 

 If there are any youngsters out there who would like to get involved, please email Graeme 
Leno, our Colts Manager, at graeme@epsilon-engineering.co.uk. Please get in touch with me, if 
you have any queries, at kemsingcc@gmail.com.Our website is kemsing.play-cricket.com. 
Facebook: KemsingCC                                               Roger  Shaddock, Secretary, Kemsing CC 

  

  

KEMSING CRICKET CLUB NEEDS YOU! 

Team photo: Back: Hilal, Jake Wood, Damien Saville, James Walkling, Gemma Stepney 
(scorer), Ian Wise, Martin Green.  Front: Matt Bell, Paul Bean, Grahame Wood (captain), Roger 
Shaddock, Nizam. 



8 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  



           9 

 NEWS and NOTES 
Kemsing Open Door 

L et me tell you about Open Door. It is a coffee morning held in St. Edith 
Small Hall on a Monday from 9.45 to 11.30am. It is open to anyone of any 

age just to drop in for a drink and a chat. We do enjoy an occasional coach trip to 
the seaside or a meal out together at Christmas Do come along and join us, you 
will be very welcome. 

Kemsing Home Library Service 

D o you enjoy reading but are unable to come to the library in person to choose 
books ? 

If so we can provide a home delivery service, our volunteers can choose a 
selection of suitable titles for you and deliver to your home each month. 
If you are interested in this service please contact Anne or Jane at Kemsing 
Library for further details. 
Also, we have an enthusiastic volunteer to support customers in their next steps to 
becoming confident IT users on Mondays between 10am and 11am. 
Phone Anne or Jane. Tel: 03000 41 31 31 or email Kemsinglibrary@kent.gov.uk 

Woodlands  Cafe, Woodlands Church Hall 

T he Cafe will be open on Saturdays, 7th July, 4th August and 1st September, 
from 11.30am to 3pm in Woodlands Church Hall, Tinkerpot Lane, TN15 

6AA.  Pop along for delicious homemade food, cakes and snacks.  You will 
always be assured of a warm welcome.  Tel: 01959 522232. 

Kemsing Evening WI 

W e are celebrating our 60th birthday this year and to so we have organised a 
special showing of the original 1958 version of South Pacific to be shown 

at Screen One of the STAG Cinema, Sevenoaks on 16th September 2018 at 
3.30pm, preceded by light Refreshments in the STAG Restaurant starting at 3pm. 
South Pacific was the most popular film of 1958 which is why we have chosen it! 

Tickets are priced at a bargain rate of £10 per person , and are available on a first 
come, first served basis from Janet Eaton on 01732 763383.(not the STAG 
Cinema).  Please do come along and bring your friends for an afternoon of 
marvellous music (yes, we will allow you to join in!) and fun. 
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Pleas

EKW Legacy  waiting for   pdf document 
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Hall Hire 

Please remember that our newly 
refurbished Hal is available for 
hire.  Contact Ruth Chatwin, 
tel: 01959 522311 for details. 

The Lunch Club 

Meets every Thursday, details 
from Anne Shelley, tel: 01959 
522986. 

Service Times at Woodlands 

Apart from All Age worship on the 1st Sunday of each month at 4.30pm 
all services at Woodlands start at 11am.  There is a refreshment break 
during the service. 

Please come and visit us, you will be most welcome. 

5th Sunday 

As usual there is no service at Woodlands on a 5th Sunday.  Instead, 
Woodlanders will be at Kemsing Church for a Combined Communion 
Service at 10am. 

 

WOODLANDS NEWS 

 
This space is available for YOUR 

advert.. Please contact  
welleditors@gmail.com  

for further details, or telephone 
the Parish Office on 01732 761351    

during office opening hours          
(see page 5) 
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 KEMSING PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

Mrs. Yolanda Tredoux, Parish Clerk, Tel: 01732 762841 
Clerk’s Office, The St. Edith Hall, High Street, Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 6NA        

Email : kemsingpc@tiscali.co.uk      website: www.kemsingpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 
Normal Office Hours :  Monday, Wednesday & Thursday (9 am to 2 pm) 

Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Parish Council – The AGM was held 
on the 16th May.  Mrs. M. Cole was elected as Chairman and Mr. A. Andrews as 
Vice-Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year.  The Parish Council 
welcomed Mr. M. Bell, who was co-opted as a Parish Councillor, on the 21st 
February 2018.  There are currently no Parish Councillor vacancies. The 
Committee Membership is as follows:  
Downland Management Committee – Mr. D. Bennett, Mr. P. Burfield, Mr. B. 
Buttifant, Mr. P. Dillon, Dr. P. Walker and Mrs. R. Wedderburn-Day. 
Finance Committee – Mr. A. Andrews, Mr. D. Bennett, Mrs. M Cole, Mr. P. 
Eaton, Mr. R. Lang and Dr. P. Walker. 
Planning Committee – Mr. A. Andrews, Mr. M. Bell, Mr. P. Burfield, Mr. M. 
Cole and Mrs. M. Robarts. 
Recreation Grounds Committee – Mr. P. Burfield, Mr. P. Dillon, Mr. M. 
Hudson, Dr. P. Walker and Mrs. R. Wedderburn-Day. 
Annual Parish Meeting (APM) – The APM was held on 28thMarch 2018 with 
approximately 40 residents in attendance.  County Councillor Mr. Gough 
delivered his first APM report.  Kemsing Primary School and District Councillor 
Miss Stack also gave their respective reports and this year there was also a report 
by St. Clere Estate. 
Proposed Speedwatch Scheme - The Parish Council’s invitation for residents to 
make their views known at the Annual Parish Meeting regarding a proposed 
Speedwatch Scheme in Kemsing attracted little interest other than from the 
Noah’s Ark Residents’ Association (NARA) representatives, who were keen to 
continue with the existing Speedwatch Group in Noah’s Ark. 
Overgrown vegetation – This time of the year there is always a problem with 
foliage and overgrowth which could potentially affect drivers, cyclists, horse 
riders and pedestrians.  The Parish Council would like to remind residents to 
regularly check their boundary shrubs, trees and hedges and trim back as 
necessary and be aware of the safety issues please. 
Parish Council meetings – Just a reminder that meetings are usually held on the 
third Wednesday of the month (excluding August and December), and 
commences at 7.30 p.m.  
Minutes and agenda are available on the Parish Council’s website, notice board at 
St. Edith Hall or Kemsing Library. For information regarding forthcoming Parish 
Council meetings, please check village notice boards and the Parish Council’s 
website.     Mrs YolandaTredoux, Parish Clerk 
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Village Diary                     

June 
2nd    Woodlands Cafe open 11.30—3.00 pm Saturdays  7th July, 
  4th August and 1st September for delicious home made food. 
   01959 522232 
13th   WI meeting St. Edith small hall 7.45 talk on ‘The        
  Princess Christian Hospital at Hildenborough’ 
23rd  Kemsing Village Summer Fete from 1.00– 4.00 pm School    
 Field. Dress up and join the Roald Dahl themed parade 
 meeting at Spring Head Road at Noon and leaving for the 
 school field at approx.12.20. Led by a marching band an
 float. Further info. PTA chair: chairkemsingpta@gmal.com 
29th  Kemsing Heritage Centre talk by Dr. Ian Beavis ‘The life 
 and times of Sir David Salomons’ St. Edith small hall 7.30 
July 
 
7th  Kemsing Gardeners Summer Show 2.30 Kemsing 
 primary school hall. 
11th WI Afternoon Tea 2.00 at Spadeworks, Offham. ‘phone  B. 
 Bond 01959 522166 for details 
13th Quiz in aid of St. Mary’s Church in St. Edith Hall at 7.30pm 
 Teams of up to 8. Please contact Debby Pierson for details. 
 01732 762033 
27th Kemsing Heritage Centre talk by Colin Lyle ‘Sugar 
 Production in Peace and War’ St. Edith small hall 7.30 
August 
8th  WI meeting St. Edith small hall 7.45 talk by ‘The Kemsing 
 Cowgirls’ with Jill and Heather. 
September 
8th  Kemsing Gardeners Autumn Show 2.30 Kemsing primary 
 School Hall. 
12th  WI talk by Christoph Bull  ‘Pocohontas –NOT the Disney  
 version’ 7.45 St. Edith small hall 
28th Kemsing Heritage Centre talk by Bronwyn Sadler 
 ‘William Wilberforce’ St. Edith small hall 7.30. 
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KEMSING HAS GARDENS FOR ALL TO ENJOY
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KEMSING HAS GARDENS FOR ALL TO ENJOY 
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Ple ase 

 

DO YOU OWN A 
 RENAULT?                  

Ren7oaks 
Service, Repairs 

& MOT’s 
Unit G2, Chaucer Business 

Park, Kemsing, TN15 6HU 
www.ren7oaks.co.uk 

01732 761200 
The Good Garage Scheme Member 

Otford Primary School’s PTA Summer Fete  
Saturday  7th July From 12.00—3.00 pm 

For  a fun afternoon of music and entertainment,  summer shopping & BBQ, a beer 
tent as well as raffle and auction. There will also be a miniature garden completion 

& large dragon bouncy castle, inflatable slide, face painting and lots of fun & 
games for the children to play. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

Otford Primary School PTFA   
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I  qualified as a counsellor 16 years ago and decided to specialise in Infant Loss after a 
friend experienced the death of her two children.  Infant loss is a complex and deeply 

wounding experience for all involved.  With the UK having the highest stillbirth rate in 
Europe, there is still a significant need for competent professionals to walk alongside the 
families. 

Infant loss comes in many guises – miscarriage, SIDS (formerly known as ‘cot death’), 
abortion, stillbirth to name a few. An article in The Guardian last year said ‘stillbirth is still 
shrouded in silence’.   I wasn’t surprised by this comment, after all, how do we give words 
to the unspeakable?   Part of my work as a counsellor is to provide a place of safety for my 
clients, offering them the opportunity to find their voice.  Loss can often be beyond words 
and I frequently work creatively with those clients who might only be able to tell their story 
through symbol and metaphor.   By encouraging clients to narrate their experience and the 
feelings associated with their loss, we witness and honour the experience of death together. 

Our medical professionals are often those on the front line of infant loss.  Unfortunately, we 
have a health system that is stressed and has little time, experience or resources for 
compassionate listening.   I have been shocked by some of the stories I have heard of 
worrying interactions with medical staff.  For example, an 18 week scan for a first time 
mum resulted in a junior doctor’s opening words of ‘No tears if there’s no heartbeat’.  In the 
face of such trauma, it is essential that each person be met with support in the form of 
understanding and empathy; sadly this isn’t always the case. 

Thankfully infant loss is becoming less of a taboo but it still has a long way to go.  Charities 
such as SANDS (Stillbirth and Neonatal Death Charity) who operate throughout the UK are 
working to improve the care of bereaved parents and promote research to reduce the loss of 
babies’ lives.  The Lullaby Trust is another organisation who raises awareness of sudden 
infant death syndrome (SIDS).  They provide expert advice on safer sleep for babies and 
offer emotional support for bereaved families. 

Too often we avoid those in the midst of grief.  I would hazard a guess that we are afraid of 
adding to the pain accidentally by saying ‘the wrong thing’.  There are some excellent 
books on the market which can guide us and give us insight into real stories. ‘Ended 
Beginnings’ by Panuthos and Romeo and ‘Healing Your Grieving Heart After Stillbirth’ by 
Wolfelt and Maloney are two I would recommend. 

We can read every book written on loss, but the best thing to do when someone has lost a 
child? Just be there – let your open heart heal their broken heart. 

An article by Beth Garrett, a Counsellor, see page 12, for details how  
to contact her. 
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 PARISH OF KEMSING & WOODLANDS 

O n the Church Hall front, the Diocese has put in appeals to the Planning 
Inspectorate against the refusal of the Church Hall & new Vicarage with 

access across the Churchyard.  The Informal Hearings by the Planning Inspector 
are due to be held at Sevenoaks District Council on 3rd and 4th July, but the 
decision probably won’t be notified for another few weeks after that. 

Meanwhile, the PCC is going ahead with its fundraising appeal for the new 
Church Hall (for the approval it already has without access across the 
Churchyard) as there is a shortfall to raise if the Hall is to be completed in one go.   
There is a leaflet inside this edition of The Well and, if anyone can make a 
donation by whichever option is given, it would be gratefully received.  
Meanwhile we have a dedicated group of people looking into applying for grants 
as well. 

The Annual Vestry & Parochial Church Meetings were held in the Church on 
Sunday, 29th April 2018, at which Trevor Mallinson and Ray Parton were elected 
again as Churchwardens for the next year, and twelve people were elected to be 
PCC Members to join the ex-officio members.  The Annual Meeting of the 
Parochial Church Council took place on 17th May, at which the officer 
appointments and Committees & Teams were approved.  The role of 
Safeguarding Representative for Children & Adults is now vacant and, if anyone 
would be interested in taking on this role, do please get in touch with the Vicar. 

Also, with Mike Cursons’ retirement as Captain of Sidesmen (Stewards as they 
are now called, this role is also vacant.  Neither roles need to be filled by 
members of the PCC, but anyone interested would need to be DBS checked.  The 
number of those on the Welcome Team has dropped in the last couple of years, 
and we would be very glad to hear of anyone who would be willing to help out on 
one Sunday a month at the morning services.  It involves greeting people as they 
come into the Church, handing out hymn books and service sheets, helping with 
the offertory collection, and ushering people to take Communion.  After the 
service, there is also some tidying up to do, making sure the hymn books are 
collected and put away, and that no suspicious packages or bags have been left.  
Do please contact me or any of the other Stewards if you are willing to help.             
    Rosemary Banister, PCC Secretary (tel.01732 762965) 
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All aspects of tree care [planting to felling] 
Hedge Cutting 
Stump Removal 
Over 30 years experience 
Logs 
 

For help & friendly advice call our office 
 

01959 524 623 
The Oast, Preston Farm, Shoreham, 

Kent TN14 7UD  Tel.  
 

 
Email : enquiries@downtoearthtrees.co.uk 

Website : www.downtoearthtrees.co.uk 

Plea se 
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N ot often do I involve myself in Parish Politics these days – I feel sure I have 
done my bit  and now I look back to what I helped to achieve .  One of the 

greatest achievements was as Parish Trees Officer - to be a member of the team that 
saved Shore Hill Down and Shore Hill Wood from developers who had already 
moved into and cleared what is now the Leisure Plot Field. 
  
I now feel we are under threat again by what I see in the slash and burn clearance of 
the woodland in Shore Hill Wood and Shore Hill Down.   The threat this time is 
from where I least expected it – woodland trees and dense undergrowth are a vital 
element in a Nature Reserve and in the past Kemsing has done well to preserve the 
balance of shelter, shade and open downland.  Why not leave it that way?  Shore 
Hill Wood is particularly precious for bird life – woodpeckers, nuthatches, tawny 
owls and numerous song birds that live in the dense undergrowth – certainly a 
kestrel lives in the wood and it is the only place  I see a woodcock! 
  
With such an enormous amount of open scarp available for the parish, do we really 
want more?  
 
Wild woodland is such a precious endowment and we should preserve it to pass on 
as it was passed on to us. 
  
No more than a memory these days, but I remember with Roy Hart and Frank White 
on warm May evenings taking parties of children and parents from Kemsing School 
up Heavens Lane to the “Dial” and listening to the nightingale singing his heart out 
– he is no more – but have you heard the skylarks with their lovely music rising and 
tumbling over acres of yellow cowslips on the Green Hill? 
  
Other residents of Green Hill are a family of stoats who live by ‘Iron Gate’ – they 
are dug in the road bank, and to prove that Nature looks after her own, I watched a 
buzzard drop onto a rabbit the stoats had killed. 
  
The next time you are in Kemsing Churchyard, have a look at the west door – a 
mysterious creature lives above the door and leaves some unusual pellets there – 
and while you are there, have a look at the two rows of lovely red maples – we 
planted them to divide the churchyard – the 1987 storm blew them all down – the 
Kemsing Singers pulled them back up! 
  
Did you notice that the site for the ‘new’ Church Hall has been cleared and awaits 
the building, but don’t get too excited yet!  I was thinking, ‘Why not have a wild 
garden round it, so we won’t forget the cowslips!                        
          Brian Doe 
  
  
                                                                                     
 

NEWS FROM COTMANS ASH  - Parish Pump 
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KIDS BIKE SKILLS COACHING AT KEMSING 
SCHOOL 
Kemsing Primary School will be hosting two bike skills coach-
ing sessions for years one and three on Saturday 16th June 
from 10am to 11am. The sessions are being run by World, Eu-
ropean and      National Age Group Triatholon Champion, 
Claire Hitchings. The cost is £7.50 per session, and the empha-
sis on these sessions is on the children having fun, building 
their confidence and making sure that they can ride safely, with 
lots of opportunities to ride with    specific feed back on coach-
ing points.  

There is a maximum of six children to ensure a quality coach-
ing experience. More information and online booking at: 
www.clairehitchings.rocks 

KEMSING VILLAGE SUMMER FETE 
Put the date in your diary now. Kemsing Village Summer Fete will 
this year be held on the School Field on Saturday 23rd June from 
1pm to 4pm. A marching band and a float will lead the procession 
from Springhead Road at 12.20pm, accompanied by participants 
who are invited to dress up within this years theme of characters 
from Roald Dahl novels. 

As usual, the Fete will consist of stalls and activities for all the  
family. If you would like to have a stall if your or your societies 
own, or being involved in any way, please contact the PTA Chair : 
chairkemsingpta@gmail.com 
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KEMSING SCOUT GROUP 

K emsing Scout Group has had a busy term of activities, pinnacling with a camp 
for the whole of the Sevenoaks District over the first May Bank Holiday 

weekend. Hosted within the St Clere Estate, the event  provided fun and adventure for 
620 young people, supported by more than 400 adult volunteers. Kemsing Scouts 
contingent included 16 Beavers (6-8 years old), 13 Cubs (8-10.5 years old), 9 Scouts 
(10.5-14 years old) and 20 adult helpers. Activities included; climbing and abseiling, 
jump bag, drumming, circus skills, axe throwing, rifle shooting, archery, raft building, 
canoeing, grass sledging as well as traditional Scouting skills such as fire lighting.  

"Absolutely amazing!!!! My son and husband had a fab time!! Thanks to 
all the organisers and volunteers!!!!! xx" 

We are underway with the planning process for the new Head Quarters. Earlier in the 
year we attended a pre-application meeting with the planning department that provided 
valuable feedback to support our application. Following this meeting we have made 
some amendments which have been completed. We have various surveys underway, 
such as trees and ecology, that will also be used with the application.  A big thank you 
is required for our fund-raisers: Cub mum, Lara Banks, ran the Brighton marathon 
raising well over £400; our March Jumble Sale raised over £1,200 (next one is 10th 
November!); we received an  unexpected cheque for £1,000 from the charity 
ShareGift; and, thanks to everyone who posted green tokens at Waitrose during April, 
we are looking forward to collecting a donation of around £250. Whilst much of our 
efforts are being put aside to fund the new HQ, we continue to invest in our young 
people, with recent purchases of new tents, camp cookers and activity equipment. 

With one of our leaders and two parents having completed training and assessment in 
axe throwing, Kemsing Scouts will be running this activity at the Village Summer Fete 
at the school on Saturday 23 June. Please come along to say hello and have a go. 

 

 



           27 

 

  



28 

 FAMILY MILESTONES 
Births 

Andrew Edward Michael MASON on 26th April 2018 
Thanksgiving 
Margot DREW on 27th May 2018 
Weddings 

Martin BROWN and Charlotte LUXFORD on 19th May 2018 
Deaths– Rest in Peace 
Ron ANTHONY (92) on 17th February 2018 

Heather BATEMAN (71) on 6th April 

Jackie COPAS (52) on 7th April 

Joyce McLARNEY (97) on 13th April 

Ronald Jack BANGAY (93) on 22nd 
April 
 

 From “The Well” Summer 1968 

A photograph taken in 1922 shows Jack Burt driving two horses cutting wheat on 
land owned by Sir Mark Collet on what is now the Common Field (Recreation 
Ground). Jack and his wife gave years of service to the Church and School and 
witnessed many changes. 

The St Edith Working Mens Club celebrated its 57 years by having an extension 
built by members themselves – Sir Mark Collet had envisaged this when he had the 
St Edith Hall built (in 1911) but negotiations involving the Parish Council, Church 
Commissioners and the St Clere  Estate  took some time before his wishes could be 
realised. The extension is only partly built but is soon to be completed. 

From “The Well” Summer 1993 

Rebecca Stephens who was born in Kemsing and was a former pupil of Tonbridge 
Girls Grammar School radioed on 17 May that she had reached the summit of Mount 
Everest – the first British woman to do so. The event was celebrated by the ringing 
of the Church bells. 

Doug. Jones (as President) contributed an article about the history of the St Edith 
Working Mens Club. 

Margaret Foss wrote about her experiences in Monrovia particularly trying to teach 
Liberian infant children. 

Michael John SMITH (84) on 14th May 
Robert SHAW   on  15th May 
Mary TYLER (81) on 17th May 2018 
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Free Home Delivery to Kemsing, Otford & Seal, Minimum 
Order £15. 3 Course Banquet Night Every Tuesday. 

3,The Parade, Dynes Rd. Kemsing TN15 6RE  
Mob. 07 932 585 094  info@tamarindfinedining.co.uk 

 
   



30 

 

I t’s almost been a year since John Gadd handed over the baton of leadership 
to me in running Wednesday Club and it has now been 8 months since I 

started working as The Churches of Kemsing and Woodlands’ Youth and 
Children’s Worker.  A lot has happened in 8 months!  We have continued to 
run our children’s work with those aged 11 and under but have also set up an 
older youth group for those aged 11-16 (School years 7-11).  This is called T7 
and runs on a Tuesday 7pm-8.15pm.  Like all our weekly children’s and youth 
groups the evening consists of games, activities, crafts and lots of fun learning 
more about the Bible and the God who created us.  Our activities are aimed at 
anyone interested in learning more about Christianity or just want a safe space 
where they be themselves and enjoy time with friends.  I have also been into 
Kemsing Primary School to lead assemblies and hope to support the school 
further with R.E. curriculum activities in the future.  

It has been a real blessing to work in Kemsing and I look forward to getting to 
know more people as time moves on.  

The photos are of our Wednesday Club making a prayer box craft and T7 
playing some competitive games!  

  
On the next page is a list of the activities that we run specifically for children 
and young people within the church.  And we do hope more children, young 
people and families will want to get involved.                            Deb Goodhead 

 

 YOUTH & CHILDREN’S WORKERS UPDATE 

The Well is printed by Highland Printers, Unit 1, Church Farm, Church Street, 
Seal, Kent TN15 0AT,  

tel.01732 762131, fax 01732 763501 
Email:  info@highlandprinting.co.uk 
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 Mrs Yolanda Tredoux, Parish Clerk, Tel: 01732 762841 
Clerk’s Office, The St Edith Hall, Kemsing, TN15 6NA 

Email: kemsingpc@tiscali.co.uk 
Website: www.kemsingpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

Normal office hours:  Mon, Tues 12-3pm & Thurs, Fri 9am-1pm 
Parish Council elections in May 2015  

Could you be a Parish Councillor for Kemsing? 

Are you interested in your local community and would like to voluntarily contribute to 
keeping Kemsing a good place to live and work?  

Sounds interesting, what do local Parish Councils do?  

Parish Councils are the most local part of the democratic system. Kemsing residents elect 
their local body of thirteen Councillors for a term of four years.  As community leaders, 
Parish Councillors are the voice of our community by representing the objectives and 
concerns of the residents they serve.  The Parish Council can lobby other authorities and 
influence decisions to the benefit of the residents of Kemsing.   

What do Parish Councillors do? 

There are 3 main areas of work which involve decision making, monitoring, and getting 
involved locally. Every important decision made on your behalf is by majority vote after 
debate. At these meetings, which are open to the Public, Councillors discuss many issues 
affecting Kemsing residents.  The formal part of the role is to attend monthly Parish Council 
meetings  and some Committee meetings.  The less formal part is listening and talking to 
people, including the local elected members of the District and County Councils.   

How much time is involved? 

Parish Councillors generally say that their duties occupy them for about three hours a week, 
but obviously there are some Councillors who spend more time than this – and  less. 

Am I qualified? 

You are qualified if: you are 18 years or older and a British citizen, or a citizen of the 
Commonwealth or the European Union, your name appears on the current register of Voters 
list, you have, for the past 12 months, resided in or within 3 miles of the Parish of Kemsing, 
or Kemsing has been your only place of work during the past 12 months. 

How do I get involved? 

Residents who would like to volunteer their time to work as a Parish Councillor to help 
contributing to Kemsing, can put themselves forward at the next election on 7th May 2015. 

If you are interested to find our more, please contact the Clerk. 

Dates of Parish Council meetings 

18 February, 18 March, 15 April, 20 May  in Small Hall, St. Edith Hall, Kemsing at 
7.30 p.m. - Please see website and notice boards for further information) 
. 

 


