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COPY FOR NEXT ISSUE  by  1st February 2018 
Please submit any items or articles for the next issue of The Well before  then. 

The Editors wish everyone a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year. 

For postal subscriptions, contact Debby Pierson—01732 762033 

 

THE WELL - is published and distributed free, four times a year by the  
Parochial Church Councils of St Mary’s Church, Kemsing and St Mary’s Church, 
Woodlands, to encourage and stimulate the life of the community. The views 
expressed in the magazine do not necessarily represent official church opinion or 
policy.  
 
If you use a computer to type your article, it would be extremely helpful  if you 
could Email it to: welleditors@gmail.com or send to the Editors c/o Poppies 
Cottage, 3 St. Edith’s Road, Kemsing , Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 6PT. 

Editorial Team:- Doreen Farrow, Janet Eaton & Rosemary Banister 
Advertisement Editor—John Farrow 

We reserve the right to edit [i.e. cut, précis, alter, correct grammar or 
spelling] any item published, and our decision is final. 

Cover picture shows the Church Christmas Card painted by Lin Henning.       
See page 30 for more details. 



           3 

 



4 

 Vicar’s Letter 
 

D ear Friends 

Christmas is wonderful! It’s wonderful because it’s all about 
gifts. Supremely, it’s about God’s gift to us, the person of 

Jesus, whose birth at Bethlehem we celebrate each year. 

In some of my letters in The Well this year, I’ve taken us back to the 
sixteenth century. It’s 500 years since Martin Luther nailed his 95 
theses to the church door of Wittenberg. He didn’t know it at the 
time, but this simple act started the political and religious movement 
known as “the reformation”, the benefits of which we still enjoy today. 

I mentioned in September that the teaching of the reformation can be summed up in five 
phrases that all end in the word “alone”. (The Latin word for “alone” is “sola”, so you’ll 
sometimes hear these 5 phrases called the “five solas” of the reformation). I talked about 
God speaking clearly through “Scripture alone”. Christmas prompts me to think on 
another of these five solas: “Sola Christus”, or “Christ alone”. 

You don’t need me to tell you that the world is broken. At the end of any year, I could 
suggest you look back on the events of the year that is closing. You’d see the same thing: 
For all the good in the world, human selfishness and greed has caused untold pain and 
suffering. It takes humility to admit it, but the world is broken because we are broken. 
Selfishness starts in my heart, and yours. 

God wanted to restore us. Our instinct is to climb up the ladder. God’s solution was to 
come down to us. Jesus was born to be our rescuer, the one to stand in the gap between 
us and God. He was born at Bethlehem, and later died on a Roman cross. 

The question is: Do we need any other mediators? In the sixteenth century, the 
alternative in view was the whole system of the medieval church, with its requirements 
and customs. In our modern age, the details may have changed, but we’re still tempted to 
try and meet God half-way. 

The good news of Christmas is that God wants us to know him, to love him, to follow 
him. To be restored to God, and to be restored to our full humanity, all we need is that 
one gift. We need Christ, and Christ alone. If we’re tempted to add to what he achieved, 
we actually take away from him. 

God hasn’t just given us a leg-up, to help us climb into heaven. He’s come down, and 
he’s given us the one thing we need, absolutely everything that we need. 

Happy Christmas!     

With every blessing. Your friend and vicar, 
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St MARY the VIRGIN PARISH CHURCH, KEMSING 

www.kemsingwithwoodlands.org 
 

Vicar   Rev. James Oakley 01732 762556 
Wardens  Ray Parton   01732 764132 
   Trevor Mallinson  01959 524725 
Parish Office Anita Connelly  01732 761351 
Readers  Mary Quenby  01959 522079 
   Philip Walker  01732 761646 
   Ruth Mason   01959 524486 
 
The Parish Office is now in the St Edith Club, and will usually be  open 
on 4 mornings a week, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 9.15 to 
12.15pm.  Answerphone at other times is 01732 761351.  Ring first to 
make sure Anita, our Parish Administrator, is there. The Parish Adminis-
trator’s email address is: administrator@kemsingwithwoodlands.org 
 
Apart from 5th Sunday, the pattern of services is as follows: 
 
08.00 Communion in traditional language 
09.15  Sung Communion service  (followed by coffee in the Church) 
10.30 Morning Service (with coffee in the Church beforehand) 
 Sunday Special in the School on every Sunday apart from 1st 
 Sunday of the  month which is the ‘All-Age’ service. 
18.30 Evening Service (Evensong twice a month, a number of other 
  formats twice a month) 
The service pattern on the 5th Sunday will be: 
08.00  BCP Matins 
10.00  Combined service with Woodlands  at Kemsing 
18.30 Evensong.  .   
 

See pages 3 and 7 for details of the Christmas Services at both 
Kemsing and Woodlands.  Woodlands News is on page 21. 

SERVICES at  St. Mary’s Woodlands—from September (please note changes in 
time) 
1st Sunday   4.30 All Age Service 
2nd Sunday 11.00 Informal Communion 
3rd Sunday 11.00 Morning Praise 
4th Sunday 11.00    Holy Communion 
5th Sunday 10.00 Combined Informal Communion Service for both   
   Churches, usually to be held in Kemsing 
 

Children are warmly welcomed at all of our services. The Evening service is followed 
by a light meal. 
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 NEWS and NOTES 

P arish Council meetings 2018—Dates for the meetings for 2018 are: 
17th January 2018, 21st February, 21st March and 18th April. All 

meetings take place  in The St. Edith Hall at 7.30pm. The Annual Parish 
Meeting will take place on 28th March. Everyone welcome. 

D efibrillator - Please do remember that we 
have a defibrillator in the village. It is in 

the entrance porch to The St. Edith Hall from 
the village car park. Use of it is self-explanatory 
and can save a life. Please don’t feel that you 
cannot use it and wait for an ambulance or First 
Responder. Time is of the essence in many 
circumstances. 

K emsing Heritage Centre AGM and exhibition 10th February 
2018 

An exhibition on Kemsing in WWII will be held  from 10.00 am until 
2.00 pm on Saturday 10th February 2018 in The St. Edith small hall. The 
exhibition on WWII will contain photographs and memorabilia from those 
who lived in, or were associated with Kemsing during WWII.  On sale at 
the exhibition will be the new booklet published by the Heritage 
Association, 'Kemsing Under Fire' cost £4.00. It is hoped that a further 
booklet 'Kemsing in WWII' will be also be available. The Heritage 
Association AGM will also take place in the small St. Edith's Hall starting 
at 2.30 pm. on the same day. 

A DVD of the dedication ceremony on 23rd September of the memorial 
stone to Jack Hammerton, the pilot who died when his plane came down 
in the Noah's Ark area during WWII, will also be available. The memorial 
stone is at the foot of the 'Noah's Ark' village sign. 

G lass bottle recycling banks - Sevenoaks Distr ict Council has sited 
some glass recycling banks within the car park of the Chequers Inn 

Public House on Watery Lane, Heaverham.  The public is welcome to use 
the banks. 
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A pologies to all those who came to the Remembrance Sunday Service at 
the War Memorial on 12th November, when the portable sound system 

failed at the last minute, making it impossible for those people more than a 
few feet away to be able to hear the names of the fallen read out.   

The Church Hall Working Group has been working hard to finalise the 
internal details for the new Church Hall, with the Architect Roger 
Molyneux.  Whilst approval is for a smaller hall than we had originally 
hoped for, we intend to make the most of the space it will provide.  
Partitions which can be employed in the main hall itself will enable us to 
hold children’s groups of different age groups at the same time.  These 
groups are continually expanding which is great news. 

We are very grateful to the St Edith Club which offered to share its 
committee room with the Parish Office. None of us expected this 
arrangement to have continued so long when their generous offer was made.      
Once we can go out to tender, we can get on with the serious business of 
applying for grant aid.  The Church Hall Fund has been supplemented by the 
hard work of our Fundraising Team, who organized the Church Quiz held in 
November which raised £488.  

We have just heard that the proposed scheme for combining the two parishes 
of Kemsing and Woodlands has been agreed by the Bishop’s Council and 
Diocesan Synod Standing Committee. The new parish will be named ’The 
Parish of Kemsing and Woodlands’ with effect from 1st December 2017. 
Having one Parochial Church Council with PCC Members from both 
parishes, will save a lot of time on administration, and will bring Woodlands 
and Kemsing closer together.  We already share James as our Priest-in-
Charge (although we prefer to call him our ‘Vicar’). 

The St. Mary’s Church Flower Arrangers would like more people to join 
the team next year. It involves doing a pedestal arrangement 3-4 times a year 
plus help at major festivals. Please contact Ann Taunton on 01732 762502 
who will do a demonstration for anyone interested.                  
      Rosemary Banister, PCC Secretary 

 

 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, KEMSING—NEWS 
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 KEMSING PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

Mrs. Yolanda Tredoux, Parish Clerk, Tel: 01732 762841 
Clerk’s Office, The St. Edith Hall, High Street, Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 6NA        

Email : kemsingpc@tiscali.co.uk      website: www.kemsingpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 
Normal Office Hours :  Monday, Wednesday & Thursday (9 am to 2 pm) 

Parish Councillor vacancy- Would you like to become a voice for your community and 
influence decisions to the benefit of the residents of our village? There is currently one 
Parish Councillor vacancy. If you would like find out more, or would like to apply for the 
position, please contact me by 31st December 2017. 

Petition for a 20mph Speed limit along Pilgrims Way, Kemsing - The Working Group 
concluded its investigation and reported its findings to the Parish Council. A number of 
relevant bodies were consulted. Kent County Council indicated that they would not approve 
a 20mph speed limit on Pilgrims Way on the basis of their most recent traffic survey in 
November 2016.  Kent Police indicated that there was little prospect that they would 
actively enforce a 20mph limit. Based on these responses, Kemsing Parish Council 
concluded that it cannot justify incurring the costs of pursuing the question of 20mph speed 
limit schemes at present.. 

Parish Council annual overview - It has been a busy year  so far  for  the Parish 
Council. From January 2017 to the end of October at the time of writing this report, Parish 
Councillors have attended 1 Annual Parish Meeting, 10 monthly Parish Council meetings, 4 
Downland Management Committee meetings, 5 Recreation Grounds Committee meetings, 
1 Finance Committee meeting, 20 Planning Committee meetings and 14 meetings of 
various Working Groups took place, plus over a dozen site meetings throughout the year. 
The Recreation Grounds Committee has dealt with repairing damaged play area equipment 
and tree maintenance including weekly play area inspections whilst the Downland 
Management Committee has been active in maintaining the Kemsing Downs Nature 
Reserve in good order as well as applying for grants from Natural England, Rural Payments 
Agency and the Forestry Commission. To date the Planning Committee has made 68 
representations to planning applications and considered numerous County and Government 
consultations. 

I would like to take this opportunity to extend a personal thank you to all the Par ish 
Councillors for giving their time so generously and for their interest and commitment in 
serving the community of Kemsing.  Representing our residents, Parish Councillors make 
many, and often difficult, decisions affecting Kemsing so our village can remain a pleasant 
place to live in.  We look forward to 2018 with enthusiasm in striving to continue with the 
great efforts.  On behalf of the Council I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year.                                Yolanda Tredoux, Clerk to the Council 

 

 



14 

 

 

 

Please support our advertisers and mention this publication 



           15 

 

T he Abbeyfield Kent Society who own and manage The Dynes Care Home 
have explained that the existing Home is becoming financially 

unsustainable in its present form.  Built in 1975, it can no longer offer the 
level of accommodation required in the 21st century. 

They intend to submit a planning application for a new scheme to provide 
‘Extra Care Housing’, which promotes independent living with care available 
when needed.  Residents will have their own self-contained apartment with 
their own front door.  All apartments will have a kitchen, bathroom, living 
room and either one or two bedrooms.  On–site care staff will be available to 
provide various levels of personal care and support tailored to an individual 
personal care package. 

The apartments will be available for people over the age of 55 who, although 
in need of some care, are more independent.  This will enable people to 
continue to self-care for longer and give them access to care and other services 
which help them to retain their independence. 

Whilst cooking facilities will be available in each apartment, all tenants can 
receive one meal at lunchtime each day, whilst owners will be able to 
purchase these as part of their service charge. 

The new scheme is for 51 apartments.  A total of 12 apartments will be for  
‘Older Persons Shared Ownership’ where people can buy up to 75% of the 
market value, and once a purchaser gets to 75% ownership there is no rent to 
pay on the remainder.  18 apartments will be for market sale, and 21 will be 
for ‘Affordable Rent’ to nominees from Sevenoaks District Council and Kent 
County Council.  It is hoped to commence work in autumn 2018 with 
completion by spring 2020.  The contractor will follow the ‘considerate 
contractor’ protocol to minimise disruption to neighbouring residents and 
businesses. 

Sadly, this means the existing home as we know it will need to be closed and 
demolished before work on the new scheme can begin.  Arrangements have 
already been made for the present residents to go to new homes.  Abbeyfield 
say that, wherever possible, existing staff will be offered alternative 
employment, whilst the new scheme is expected to generate about 25 new jobs 
(see pages 16/17 for draft proposed plans of the new scheme). 

 

THE DYNES CARE HOME— WHAT’S PLANNED 
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REDEVELOPMENT    AT    

 

This is an  artist’s impression of the initial proposal for the re
As you will see, the plans show a three storey development, and the apartments will each have  one or  two 
bedrooms. At the time of going to press, the plans have not yet been submitted to the Parish Council and 
Sevenoaks District Council and are subject to alteration before they get to the various  planning departments.
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REDEVELOPMENT    AT    ‘THE   DYNES’ 

s impression of the initial proposal for the re-development of The Dynes.  
As you will see, the plans show a three storey development, and the apartments will each have  one or  two 
bedrooms. At the time of going to press, the plans have not yet been submitted to the Parish Council and 
Sevenoaks District Council and are subject to alteration before they get to the various  planning departments. 
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DO YOU OWN A 
 RENAULT?                  

Ren7oaks 
Service, Repairs 

& MOT’s 
Unit G2, Chaucer Business 

Park, Kemsing, TN15 6HU 
www.ren7oaks.co.uk 

01732 761200 
The Good Garage Scheme Member 
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 Friends of St. Mary’s Kemsing 

W hen the Well magazine is given to all households in the Village 
about 2,195 magazines are distributed. Currently there are 40 plus 

“Friends” who  support and maintain the Church building. At a time when 
traditional meeting places for members of the community are dwindling 
in number or just disappearing, it is  important to have a well maintained 
Church,  a place where anybody can pop in for quiet contemplation, to 
ask for strength in the face of difficulties or to give thanks. It is open eve-
ry day till dusk. 

The Friends hold their AGM on the first Saturday in February:               
Sat 3rd Feb 2018 at 2.30pm in the Church. After  a shor t business   
meeting (10-15 minutes), there are refreshments followed by a talk. Diana      
Springall has kindly agreed to give an illustrated talk on “ Embroidery for 
Places of Worship “. Do join us. If you wish to become a Friend or to find 
out more about the Church building please look at the enrolment form for 
the “FRIENDS” at the back of the Church, go on the Church                 
website www.kemsingwithwoodlands.org or contact me on 01732 
762033        Debby Pierson 

  

One in four people suffer mental illness at some stage in their lives, 
and West Kent Mind is your local charity that could help 
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New Service times at Woodlands 
Apart from All Age worship on the 1st Sunday of each month at 
4.30pm, all services at Woodlands will start at 11am.  There will be 
a refreshment break during the service.  We are looking forward to 
these new arrangements, and hope that standardising service times 
will make it easier for people to remember when a service is taking 
place.  Please come and visit us, you will be most welcome. 
5th Sunday As usual there is no service at Woodlands on a 5th 
Sunday.  Instead, Woodlanders are invited to Kemsing Church for a 
combined Communion Service at 10am. 
 
See page 7 for Christmas Services.  The Carol Service on Sunday, 

18th December will be followed by seasonal refreshments, and 
there will be a Christmas Tea Party following the Candlelit Crib 

Service on Christmas Eve. 
 
 

Hall Hire 
Please remember that our newly 
refurbished Hall is available for 
hire.  Contact Ruth Chatwin, 
Tel: 01959 522311 for details. 
The Lunch Club 
Meets every Thursday, details 
from Anne Shelley, Tel: 01959 
522986. 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

WOODLANDS NEWS 

Woodlands Cafe—opening hours 
The Cafe is now only open on the 1st Saturday of each month from 
11.30am to 3pm. 
More helpers are needed so, if you could occasionally spare a few 
hours for this enjoyable outreach to the community, we would love 
to hear from you. Please contact Ruth Chatwin on  01959 522311. 
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All aspects of tree care [planting to felling] 
Hedge Cutting 
Stump Removal 
Over 30 years experience 
Logs 
 

For help & friendly advice call our office 
 

01959 524 623 
The Oast, Preston Farm, Shoreham, 

Kent TN14 7UD  Tel.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Affiliated to the CIU 
Evenings 7 -11 p.m. & Sunday Lunchtime 12 -3.00 p.m. 

Fridays evenings open at 5pm. Sunday Evening 7 -10.30 p.m. 

 

Why not come along and join us. 
Membership open to anyone 

Over the age of 18. 
Full membership £10. 

 

DARTS 
QUIZ NIGHTS / LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

 

Please Phone 01732 762 755 for details or call at the door 
CIU Associate card £3.00 

 
 
 

There is a £6.00 refundable door fob deposit. 
Raffles every Friday night & Sunday Lunchtime. 

Next to the Village Hall, High Street, Kemsing TN15 6NA. 
 

THE ST EDITH CLUB 

Email : enquiries@downtoearthtrees.co.uk 
Website : www.downtoearthtrees.co.uk 

Please support our advertisers and mention this publication 
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W ybournes – what had the ancients in mind when they chose that name for a 
house on a hill with not a bourne in sight?  To many in the Village (like me) 

it was a house behind a belt of trees and a 6 ft. red brick wall east of Kemsing 
Village.  Over the years by the kindness of the owner, Greville Gidley Kitchin, I 
have made several visits to Wybournes to admire the collection of rare trees and 
shrubs growing in what is surely  more of  an arboretum than a garden. 
 
Many of the trees have defied the ‘Law of Nature’ by flourishing on our Kemsing 
chalk soil, when they are usually at home on acid loam – one such is the rare 
Magnolia Dawsoniana, some 40 ft. tall with rose pink blossoms, it shares a bed west 
of the front door with a white Japanese Rhodo and a cherry red Chinese 
Camellia.  Close by, a low brick wall plays host to several Japanese Camellias and 
at their feet a carpet of spring flowering cyclamen  which share their bed with 
snowdrops. 
 
A broad walk leads you from there  past a giant Tulip tree  and a little further on  to 
the left a Magnolia Watsonii is paired up with an ancient Judas tree.  Two very large 
evergreen Magnolias against the south front of the house  were felled.   The view 
southward is a lovely feature  of Wybournes as it takes in many of the beautiful 
trees Greville collected and planted over the years – Catalpa, the Indian Bean Tree, 
with long brown bootlace- like seed pods,  - Sophora, Japanese Pagoda Tree - 
Ginkgo, Maidenhead Tree -  Dawn Redwood and a giant Italian Lombardy Poplar. 
 
Greville grew many trees and plants from his own collected seed, amongst them 
Davidia, the Handkerchief Tree which flowers as large drooping white 
handkerchiefs – a collection of Chinese Dogwoods (Cornus) with unusual leaf 
patterns which resemble flower petals. 
 
Greville died earlier this year – both he and Sylvia did their bit for the Village one 
way or the other. At Greville’s Remembrance Service we sang the Eton Boating 
Song – We will all pull together – words that just about sums our Village up!. 
 
I am writing my note with the past year in mind and Christmas just ahead – 
at  Cotmans Ash it seems business as usual – lots of visitors, we’ve welcomed two 
more great grand children – Heather and I  61 years wedlock!  We have been 
saddened by the loss of good Village friends, encouraged  by fellowship from so 
many of you and now look forward to all of us ‘pulling together’ at Christmas time 
and the coming year.  We wish you all a Happy Christmas and a great New Year 
from all our family at Cotmans Ash.      Brian Doe 

NEWS FROM COTMANS ASH  - Wybournes 
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PROPOSED NEW SCOUT HQ 
 

P lanning consent for the new Scout HQ is about to be 
submitted.  The plans were drawn by ex Kemsing scout Aaron 

Down.  His brief was to create a set of plans for a building that will 
be attractive, fit for purpose and suitable for use as a village amenity 
including birthday parties.  The building will be located in the same 
position as at present.  Designs include a main hall, kitchen, leader's 
room, modern facilities  and plenty of storage capacity. 

There will be plenty of opportunities for fundraising for the new 
HQ.  The recent jumble sale raised a fantastic sum of £2,133 on the 
day with additional revenues to follow for goods sold via Facebook 
and auction.  If you are interested in helping with fundraising please 
email kemsingscouts@gmail.com 

North elevation 

From the North the building has a double door that opens on to the 
field with a small amount of overhead cover for protection when 
returning from activities in inclement weather.   

West elevation 

 

This is the 
main entrance 
with the 
double door 
and garage to 
the side. 
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SCHOOL REPORT 

T he new academic year has been a busy one so far.  

On 29th September, Class 4 celebrated the life of Kemsing resident, Harry Nye, 
who died after being wounded in action in World War I. They spent a couple of weeks 
beforehand learning all about his life and service to his country. They made poppies for 
him, accompanied by thoughts and prayers that they wanted to share. They were kindly 
invited to Kemsing War Memorial to attend a short ceremony in Nye's honour and were 
even asked to lay the large poppy wreath for him.  The members of the community who 
were present had many lovely things to say about how reverently and respectfully the 
class behaved and the adults in the class felt extremely proud of them! 

On Monday 2nd October Class 3 visited Lullingstone Roman villa as part of their ‘What 
The Romans Did For Us’ topic. They were fascinated to learn about Roman medical care 
and attempted a Roman style amputation on their teacher. Upon reflection, they decided 
that the Romans did nothing for us…Apart from the sanitation, the medicine, education, 
wine, public order, irrigation, roads, a fresh water system, and public health. They were 
very well behaved and proved to be excellent ambassadors for Kemsing Primary School. 

The 2nd of October also marked the start of Dyslexia Awareness Week.  Mrs Ash came in 
to work with the children and each class explored the 
work of a famous dyslexic artist. Class R and 1 had 
fun imitating Jackson Pollock, Classes 2 and 3 made 
guitars in the style of Picasso, Class 5 explored the 
work of Michelangelo and Class 6 created pop art in 
the style of Andy Warhol. The week culminated with 
a dressing up day! The highlight of the first term was 
the Harvest Festival on Thursday 12th October. All 
the classes performed beautifully, but the biggest hit 
was probably Class 5’s surprise reworking of Chaka 

Khan’s 1983 smash hit, ‘Ain’t Nobody’.Ain’t 
nobody feeds me better! 

In Term 2, as we head up the slippery slope to the 
big C, excitement levels are also rising. It is 
rumoured that Father Christmas has been in contact 
with the teaching staff for inside information vis a 
vis The Naughty List. As the children can often be 
heard remarking to the staff: You better watch out, 
you better not shout…                                   Mr 
Adams Year 3 Teacher 
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FAMILY MILESTONES 
Thanksgiving 

Rowan Edward Kenver BAILEY on 10th September 2017 
Ethan Karabo MARETLANE on 10th September 2017 
Deaths– Rest in Peace 
Christopher David MacHenry KNOX-JOHNSTON (75) on 20th September  
Michael DAY (69) on 23rd September  

John WATSON 
Peter LANG (87) on September 2017  
 
 From “The Well” Christmas 1967 

V ic Bowden wrote about the school: the first one started in 1850 – probably at 
“School Cottages” in St Edith’s Road. The present “old school building” (now a 

surgery) and house were given by the Reverend Bridges Lewis in 1885. One of the first 
headteachers was Mr Alfred Jordan. Sir Mark Collet bought the playing field (which 
had been allotments). Mr and Mrs Lowing arrived in 1923 and, after the school had 
transferred from the Church to the County three new classrooms were opened in 1931 
(now the school office). The “chicken huts” arrived during WW11 from Peacehaven. 
The school as we now know it owes much to the energy and activities of a later 
headteacher: Mr SR Smart who arrived in 1951 (see below) 

Vic paid tribute to Jack Benstead licensee of the “Rising Sun” who collected and 
distributed newspapers from 1932-65. He didn’t get much sleep as he had to get up at 
5am to collect the papers from Sevenoaks after keeping the bar open all evening.  

From “The Well” Christmas 1992 

L orayne Ferguson of the Dynes administration wrote to report the departure of Mrs 
Vera Peatfield (who had been a matron) and stated that Kent County Council 

intends that the Dynes should become a Linked Service Centre. 

There were many tributes to Mr Sam Smart who had just died at the age of 84. As well 
as being the Headteacher at Kemsing School (where he started the PTA) he was 
choirmaster and organist. He was also a member of the Parish Council, the PCC, and 
the St Edith Hall Management Committee. He also helped form the Gardeners Society. 
He organised many extra curricular activities at the school and is remembered as a true 
countryman and a good benefactor of Kemsing. 

 

Moira ORREN (96) on November 4th 
Pauline PRATT (88) on November 7th 
Ellen Alice (Nell) YOUNG on November 12th 
Robert (Bob) DAWES on November 15th 
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Free Home Delivery to Kemsing, Otford & Seal, Minimum 
Order £15. 3 Course Banquet Night Every Tuesday. 

3,The Parade, Dynes Rd. Kemsing TN15 6RE  
Mob. 07 932 585 094  info@tamarindfinedining.co.uk 
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                  POPPIES FOR REMEMBRANCE 

 

T he ladies of Kemsing Evening WI decided to commemorate this year’s   
Remembrance Sunday  event by each knitting poppies which they then fixed 

to a wreath which was placed during the event. There were enough poppies for  
each member to be given one to wear. It is hoped that the laying of this wreath 
will now become an annual event. Its dedication reads ‘Made by the members of 
Kemsing Evening WI to remember the Mothers of all those who died in war.’ 

T he Church Christmas Cards were created by 
Lin Henning and Brenda Dearing, and they 

are shown on the left holding their cards. These are 
being sold in aid of Church Funds, and can be  
purchased from the back of the Church, at Sandalls 
Hairdressers, at the Age Concern Lunch Club and 
at Open Door in St. Edith Hall on Monday     
Mornings for the very reasonable price of £3 per 
pack of 6 cards. The Church has also created with 
the assistance of Stephanie Sceale, a beautiful 
Kemsing Calendar. This is also available at these 
locations for £10 complete with an envelope for 
you to send to your loved ones overseas! 

‘THANK YOU’ TO OUR CHRISTMAS ARTISTS 
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Village Diary                     

December 

4th,11th.18th Heritage Centre open every Monday afternoon 2.0-4.30 pm 
8th  Wildlife Group Christmas Party St. Edith small hall 7.30  
9th Christmas Fair in the Church from 10.30—12.00 noon. 
12th Kemsing Gardeners Club, Members meeting St. Edith small hall 8.00 pm 
13th WI Christmas Party, with Christmas craft making. 7.45 St. Edith small hall. 
15th-16th inc. Kemsing Singers Christmas Concert St. Edith hall 7.30 Tickets, £8. adults, 
 Children £6, Friends of Kemsing Singers £6. All profits to the 7oaks branch of AGE UK 
17th Nine Lessons and Carols by Candlelight at St. Mary’s at 7.00 pm Kemsing 
24th Christmas Eve 
  2.00 pm Crib service for tiny tots 
  3.45 pm Crib service followed by Carols at The Well 
  11.30 pm Midnight Holy Communion 
25th Christmas Day 9.30 Family Communion service 
29th 2.00pm ceremony at The War Memorial to remember Arthur Roden killed 100  years ago 
 on this date during WWI 
January 
6th Heritage Centre open the first Saturday of every month 10.00-12.00 
8th,15th,22nd,29th Heritage Centre open every Monday afternoon 2.0-4.30pm    
10th WI talk ’Carriage Driving’ by Rosie, Hilly and Karen. St. Edith small hall 7.45. Visitors 
 and new members welcome. 
26th Heritage Centre talk by Janet Eaton ‘Kemsing V.A.D. Hospital’ St. Edith small hall 
 7.30 members free, non members £2.50  
February 
3rd Heritage Centre open the first Saturday of every month 10.00-12.00 
5th,12th,19th,26th, Heritage Centre open every Monday afternoon 2.0-4.30pm    
3rd  Friends of St. Mary’s AGM with Diana Springall as speaker at 2.30pm 
10th Heritage Centre Assn. Exhibition from 10.00—2.00 Kemsing in WWII and A.G.M. 
 from 2.30 pm. Both at St. Edith small hall free to all. 
14th WI celebrating St. Valentine’s Day. St. Edith small hall 7.45. New members welcome. 
23rd Heritage Centre talk by I. Corrigan ‘The Hazards Of the Journey -Pilgrims in the 
 Middle Ages’ 7.30 non members £2.50. Members free.  
March 
3rd Heritage Centre open the first Saturday of every month 10.00-12.00 
5th,12th,19th,26th Heritage Centre open every Monday afternoon 2.0-4.30pm    
10th Scouts Jumble Sale, items to St. Edith hall from 9.30. start at 1.30 adults £1.00 
13th  Kemsing Gardeners Club AGM with Brian Doe 
14th WI talk ‘Californian Dreaming’ by M. Bunn St. Edith small hall 7.45pm. 
23rd Heritage Centre talk ‘The Chislehurst Caves’ by Rod Le Gear 7.30 St. Edith small 
 hall. Members free, non members £2.50 
  

 

The Well is printed by Highland Printers, Unit 1, Church Farm, Church 
Street, Seal, Kent TN15 0AT,  

tel.01732 762131, fax 01732 763501 
Email:  info@highlandprinting.co.uk 
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 Mrs Yolanda Tredoux, Parish Clerk, Tel: 01732 762841 
Clerk’s Office, The St Edith Hall, Kemsing, TN15 6NA 

Email: kemsingpc@tiscali.co.uk 
Website: www.kemsingpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

Normal office hours:  Mon, Tues 12-3pm & Thurs, Fri 9am-1pm 
Parish Council elections in May 2015  

Could you be a Parish Councillor for Kemsing? 

Are you interested in your local community and would like to voluntarily contribute to 
keeping Kemsing a good place to live and work?  

Sounds interesting, what do local Parish Councils do?  

Parish Councils are the most local part of the democratic system. Kemsing residents elect 
their local body of thirteen Councillors for a term of four years.  As community leaders, 
Parish Councillors are the voice of our community by representing the objectives and 
concerns of the residents they serve.  The Parish Council can lobby other authorities and 
influence decisions to the benefit of the residents of Kemsing.   

What do Parish Councillors do? 

There are 3 main areas of work which involve decision making, monitoring, and getting 
involved locally. Every important decision made on your behalf is by majority vote after 
debate. At these meetings, which are open to the Public, Councillors discuss many issues 
affecting Kemsing residents.  The formal part of the role is to attend monthly Parish Council 
meetings  and some Committee meetings.  The less formal part is listening and talking to 
people, including the local elected members of the District and County Councils.   

How much time is involved? 

Parish Councillors generally say that their duties occupy them for about three hours a week, 
but obviously there are some Councillors who spend more time than this – and  less. 

Am I qualified? 

You are qualified if: you are 18 years or older and a British citizen, or a citizen of the 
Commonwealth or the European Union, your name appears on the current register of Voters 
list, you have, for the past 12 months, resided in or within 3 miles of the Parish of Kemsing, 
or Kemsing has been your only place of work during the past 12 months. 

How do I get involved? 

Residents who would like to volunteer their time to work as a Parish Councillor to help 
contributing to Kemsing, can put themselves forward at the next election on 7th May 2015. 

If you are interested to find our more, please contact the Clerk. 

Dates of Parish Council meetings 

18 February, 18 March, 15 April, 20 May  in Small Hall, St. Edith Hall, Kemsing at 
7.30 p.m. - Please see website and notice boards for further information) 
. 

 


