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COPY FOR NEXT ISSUE  by  1st May 2017 
Please submit any items or articles for the next issue of The Well before  then. 

For postal subscriptions, contact Debby Pierson—01732 762033 

 

THE WELL - is published and distributed free, four times a year by the  
Parochial Church Councils of St Mary’s Church, Kemsing and St Mary’s Church, 
Woodlands, to encourage and stimulate the life of the community. The views 
expressed in the magazine do not necessarily represent official church opinion or 
policy.  
 
If you use a computer to type your article, it would be extremely helpful  if you 
could Email it to: welleditors@gmail.com or send to the Editors c/o Poppies 
Cottage, 3 St. Edith’s Road, Kemsing , Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 6PT. 

Editorial Team:- Doreen Farrow, Janet Eaton & Rosemary Banister 
We reserve the right to edit [i.e. cut, précis, alter, correct grammar or 

spelling] any item published, and our decision is final. 
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 Vicar’s Letter 

D ear Friends 
On October 31st 1517, an obscure German monk posted  

a document on the ancient equivalent of a notice board. 
His name was Martin Luther. He was a minor figure at the  
University of Wittenberg, itself a backwater institution in 
Germany at the time. 
This event is widely considered to have launched “the reformation”, a religious and 
political movement that was to sweep through Western Europe for the next 150 years. 
That makes this year the 500th anniversary. 

Not only did the reformation reshape the face of Western Europe in ways still applicable 
today, the issues involved are also extremely relevant today. Let’s start with the 
document Martin Luther posted. 

He was concerned with something called the sale of indulgences. The church in his day 
believed in a place called purgatory, which was where the forgiven went when they died. 
Wicked people went straight to hell, but those who were forgiven went to be “purged” or 
cleansed in purgatory, until they were clean enough to enter heaven. 

Speaking personally, I do not believe purgatory exists – the Bible does not mention it, but 
instead says that those who die knowing Christ proceed directly to heaven. Luther 
probably came round to this view, but in 1517 he was concerned to criticise not purgatory 
but indulgences. An “indulgence” was a document, issued by the Pope, that granted 
someone who had died a reduction of the time they must spend in purgatory. 

In Luther’s day, these were being sold, literally for money. Luther’s nemesis was a man 
called Johann Tetzel, who exaggerated the practice and added quite a sales pitch. “As 
soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory springs”, he famously used to 
say. Who could resist paying up, if your dead relatives might have their anguish eased? 
Luther posted 95 theses, or sentences, building a case against the sale of indulgences. 
This is not the place to discuss them at length – they’re available online. In a nutshell, 
they undermined two main things: (i) The death of Jesus is sufficient for all our sins to be 
forgiven. Asking your living relatives to pay undermines the wonderful truth that 
forgiveness is free at the point of delivery. (ii) The forgiveness Jesus offers is total. When 
we turn to Christ, we are freed from the penalty as well as the guilt of our sins. To say 
that something else must be done, or worse paid, undermines the wonderful confidence 
we can have that our sins have been dealt with in full. 
This was 500 years ago, and times have moved on. But the truth  
that Jesus offers free and total forgiveness is as wonderful as ever. 
With every blessing. Your friend and vicar, 
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St MARY the VIRGIN PARISH CHURCH, KEMSING 

www.kemsingwithwoodlands.org 
 

Vicar   Rev. James Oakley  01732 762556 
Wardens  Ray Parton   01732 764132 
   Matthew Trott   01732  884189 
Parish Office  Anita Connelly   01732 761351 
Readers  Mary Quenby   01959 522079 
   Philip Walker   01732 761646 
   Ruth Mason   01959 524486 
 
The Parish Office is now in the St Edith Club, and will usually be  open on 4 mornings a 
week, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 9.15 to 12.15pm.  Answerphone at other 
times is 01732 761351.  Ring first to make sure Anita, our Parish Administrator, is there. 
The Parish Administrator’s email address is: administrator@kemsingwithwoodlands.org 
 

Apart from 5th Sunday, the pattern of services is as follows: 
 
08.00 Communion in traditional language 
09.15  Sung Communion service  (followed by coffee in the Church) 
10.30 Morning Service (with coffee in the Church beforehand) 
 Sunday Special in the School on every Sunday apart from 1st Sunday of the 
 month which is the ‘All-Age’ service. 
18.30 Evening Service (Evensong twice a month, a number of other formats twice a 
 month) 
 

The service pattern on the 5th Sunday will be: 
 
08.00  BCP Matins 
10.00  Combined service with Woodlands  at Kemsing 
18.30 Evensong 
 

EASTER SERVICES AT KEMSING 
See page 3 
 
EASTER SERVICES AT WOODLANDS  
See page 7 
See page 7 

 
SERVICES at  St. Mary’s Woodlands 
1st Sunday  4.30 Evening Praise 
2nd Sunday 11.30 Morning  Praise 
3rd Sunday  4.30 The Lord’s Supper [Informal Communion] 
4th Sunday 11.30 Holy Communion 
5th Sunday 10.00 Combined Informal Communion Service for both   
   Churches, usually to be held in Kemsing 
 

 
Children are warmly welcomed at all of our services. Coffee is served from 10.45 to 
11.15am  before morning services. Evening services are followed by a light meal. 
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Please support our advertisers and mention this publication 

 
 
 
 

No job too small for Rosie Glow Engineering! Covering your heating,  
hot water, cold water, oil, gas & LPG installations, services & repairs in Kent 

Mobile: 07 522 967 643 
Email: rosiepottle@hotmail.co.uk  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/rosieglowengineering  
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 NEWS FROM WOODLANDS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Café every Saturday  
Visit our Café in Woodlands Church Hall, Tinkerpot Lane, TN15 
6AA, where you will receive a warm welcome.  Come and see and 
enjoy our delicious home-made meals, snacks, cakes and desserts, all 
at reasonable prices.  Saturday telephone: 01959 522232, other times: 
01959 522311. 
The Lunch Club 
Meets every Thursday, details from Anne Shelley, telephone 01959 
522986.  
 
Palm Sunday 
9th April 11.30am Thanksgiving followed by lunch in the Hall 
  2.15pm   Annual Meeting 
Pesach Meal on Thursday 
13th April 7.30pm Woodlands Church Hall 
 
 

Hall Hire 
Please remember that our newly 
refurbished Hall is available for 
hire.   
 
Contact Ruth Chatwin, 
Tel: 01959 522311 for details. 

Good Friday 
14th April 9.30-10am “The Way of the Cross” prayers, readings & 
  Worship followed by: 
  10.30am United Open-air Service at the Cross, Green  
  Hill  with hot cross buns afterwards in Kemsing Church 
Easter Sunday 
16th April 11.30am Easter Day Family Communion with a special  
  Surprise for the children 
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Ightham Mote springs back into life 
From 4th March-29th October Ightham Mote is open every day 10am—5.0pm 
As the garden and estate spring into life we have a packed programme of 
family  and new events. Events include:  
World Book weekend, Sat.4th - Sun.5th March 11.00am—3.30pm 
Discover the story of the Gingerbread Man with our garden trail, and decorate 
your own gingerbread man. £1 per gingerbread man. 
Mother’s Day—Sunday 26th March 11.00am—3.00 pm. Make Mum feel 
Special by giving her a handmade flower, or maybe lunch or a cream tea. 
Spring Bug Trail  Saturday 1st Apr il-Monday 17th April 10.00-5,00 pm. Find 
Some creepy crawlies around the mote. 
Guided Estate walk Sunday 9th Apr il 10.30 am. Free, but donations welcome. 
Book via the office 01732 810378 ext.100 
Cadbury Easter egg hunt—Fri.14th-Mon17th April 10.00-3.30pm. Come and join 
in our Cadbury Easter egg hunt and get your egghead as a prize. £2.50   
Angelina Ballerina trail—based on the best selling children’s books 27th May—4th 
June 

Theatre on the Lawn—Twelfth Night 3rd June tickets from 0344 249 1895 
Portrait & Watercolour workshop with award winning ar tist John Wilshire 
£45to book workshop and details of times, dates etc phone 0173 810378x100 
Our new exhibition ’Queen of Ightham Mote:’ An American Interlude-Queen Palmer 
which includes a John Singer Sargent portrait on loan from the Fine Arts Centre in 
Colorado Springs goes on display at the Mote this year, returning close to the spot in 
which it was painted over a century ago. The portrait of the Young Lady in White is 
of 17 year old Elsie Palmer, daughter of 
General Jackson Palmer, famous American railroad engineer and founder of  
Colorado Springs. It was painted whilst the influential family rented Ightham Mote in 
the late nineteenth century making it a centre for the elite of the time. Visitors 
included Henry James, Ellen Terry and other notable aesthetics. 
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NEWS and NOTES 

T he stage adaptation of the famous Daphne du Maurier book set in the 
1930’s ‘Rebecca’  is the April production of The Kemsing Players. This 

adaptation has been especially written for The Kemsing Players. It is the tale 
of a naive young  woman who meets a sophisticated older man—a widower—
in the South of France and what becomes of her after she marries him and goes 
to live in Manderley his ancestral home.  The shadow of his late first wife and 
dark secrets that are revealed one after another threaten their happiness and 
their very lives. Three performances are at The St. Edith Hall starting at 7.30 
from Thurs.27th-Sat.29th April. The Box Office will be open from Monday 
April 3rd. Tickets are £10 (£8 concessions) and can be obtained from Dynes 
Cleaners or phoning 07976 835895 or email kemsing.players@live.co.uk  

T he Kemsing Singers Spring Concert for  one per formance only is at 
The St. Edith Hall at 7.30 on Sat. 20th  May. Tickets cost £8, or £6 for 

friends, children £4. Phone 01959 523752.  

B EWARE. There have been several thefts from cars parked on dr ives. 
Items taken include SatNav’s and handbags etc. Please make sure that 

your car is locked and that any items are taken out of the car when you leave it 
for any time at all. Please also ensure that you do not keep any valuables in 
your glove compartment as they are also vulnerable. 

Q uiz Night. The twice yearly Heritage Centre Association Quiz Nights take 
place this year on 1st April and 7th October. There  are currently spaces 

for  3 more  teams of up to 8 friends. The price is £7 per person, payable only  
for the number of members in the team. Please  think about putting together a 
team to support the Heritage Centre. Telephone Erica on 01732 761772. 

C ommunity Choir. If you would like to take part in a possible Community 
Choir event this year, please register your interest with Ray Parton on 

01732  - 764132. Thank you. 

 

The Well is printed by Highland Printers, Unit 1, Church Farm, Church Street, 
Seal, Kent TN15 0AT,  

tel.01732 762131, fax 01732 763501 
Email:  info@highlandprinting.co.uk 
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EKW Legacy  waiting for   pdf document 
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T he Annual Vestry Meeting will be held in St Mary’s Church on 
Thursday, 27th April 2017, at 7.45pm to elect the two 

Churchwardens for the forthcoming year. 

This will be followed by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting at 
8.00 pm, when the following will be on the Agenda: 
1. To approve the Minutes of the APCM held on 23rd April 2016 

2. Matters arising from the Minutes 

3. Electoral Roll Officer’s Report 

4. Consideration of the Annual Report of the PCC for 2016 including:      

 Rev James Oakley’s Report 
 Churchwardens’ Report 
 Reports on activities of the PCC and the Church Groups        
       during 2016 
 Financial Statements 2016 

 
5. Election of 4 representatives to the Parochial Church Council (for  
 years 2017-2020) 

6. Election of 2 representatives to the Deanery Synod (for 3 years) 

7. Appointment of Sidesmen 

8. Appointment of Independent Financial Examiner for 2017 

9. Any other business (to be notified to the PCC Secretary beforehand, 
in writing, at 3 St Edith’s Road, Kemsing, TN15 6PT) 

10. Date of 2018 Annual Vestry & Parochial Church Council meetings. 

Rosemary Banister, PCC Secretary 

 

 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, KEMSING (charity no.1131431) 
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 KEMSING PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

Mrs. Yolanda Tredoux, Parish Clerk, Tel: 01732 762841 
Clerk’s Office, The St. Edith Hall, High Street, Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 6NA        

Email : kemsingpc@tiscali.co.uk      website: www.kemsingpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 
Normal Office Hours :  Monday, Wednesday & Thursday (9 am to 2 pm) 

Unauthorised encampment 
Between Saturday, 10th and Tuesday, 13th December 2016 the Nightingale Road 
Recreation Ground became the subject of an unauthorised encampment comprising a 
large number of caravans. By Monday, 12th December 2016 the Parish Council had 
received, and was continually receiving, an unprecedented volume of correspondence 
from residents demanding to know what action the Parish Council was taking to resolve 
the issue. Residents wished to be kept informed individually of the Parish Council’s 
progress, which at the time, was simply impossible to do.  The Parish Council would like 
to take this opportunity to convey to residents that this was undoubtedly an exceptional 
situation, which had an enormous impact on the Parish Council office.   
It has to be noted that the Parish Council had no immediate experience of the process 
required and no substantial resources to manage such a very complex incident.  Spending 
a great deal of time communicating continually to obtain advice from Sevenoaks District 
Council, the Parish Council’s insurance company and taking advice on engaging in 
potential legal action meant that not all phone calls, emails or messages could be 
responded to individually and we would like to apologise if you had not received a direct 
return phone call or email at the time.   
Looking forward, the Parish Council is currently investigating various options to 
minimise the site’s attractiveness and to secure the area against future unauthorised 
encampments.  Various quotations for fencing and/or installation of posts are being 
arranged with a view to secure the area.   
Pilgrims Way petition for a 20mph speed limit 
At the January Parish Council meeting the Council was presented with a petition signed 
by 85 residents calling for a 20mph speed limit along Pilgrims Way to alleviate the 
continuous traffic problems and to improve pedestrian safety. The Parish Council 
resolved to refer this matter to the Annual Parish Meeting where residents will be asked 
to express their views on whether they wish the Parish Council to initiate investigations 
into putting a scheme together.  It is understood that such a scheme would have to be 
funded by the Parish Council due to Kent County Council’s current financial constraints. 
Forthcoming Parish Council meetings :15 March 2017, 19 Apr il 2017, 17 May 2017 
Annual Parish Meeting : 22 March 2017                    Y olanda Tredoux, Parish Clerk
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

NOTICE 

 
AGENDA 

 
1. Chairman's welcome and introduction 
2. Minutes  
 To approve and sign the Minutes of the Meeting held on 23 March 2016  
 (available to view at Kemsing Library, notice board at St. Edith Hall, or on the 
 Council's website) 
3.  Matters arising from the Minutes 
4. Reports from:  
 Kemsing Primary School 
 Sevenoaks District Council (District Councillors)    
 Kent County Council (County Councillor)  
 Police Community Support Officer 
 St. Edith Club 
 Sir Mark Collet Pavilion 
 Kemsing Heritage Centre 
 Downland Management Committee Chairman – Councillor Mr. D. Bennett 
 Finance Committee Chairman – Councillor Mr. Paul Eaton 
 Planning Committee Chairman – Councillor Mr. Tony Andrews 
 Recreation Grounds Committee Chairman – Councillor Dr. Philip Walker 
5. Pilgrims Way petition for 20mph speed limit 
6. Questions from Electors 
7. Consideration of any new matters raised by Electors 
8. Closure of the meeting  

 
    Chairman of the Parish Council, Mrs. M. R. Cole 

Electors of Kemsing Parish tare invited to attend the Annual Parish Meeting 
on 

Wednesday, 22nd March 2017 at 7.30pm at 
The St Edith Hall (Main Hall) 

 
It would be helpful if you could let the Parish Clerk know if you have any 

specific questions or proposals. 
Please submit these in writing by 14th March 2017. 
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ST EDITH CLUB—A NEW LOOK FOR ITS 2nd CENTURY!

St. Edith Club is a family fr iendly social club in the hear t of Kemsing. Opening 
times are Monday to Thursday 7pm to 11pm, Friday 5pm to 11.30pm, Saturday 3pm to 
11.30pm and Sunday 12noon to 10.30pm. 
First Monday of the month is Crib Night (not on Bank Holidays) Also Monday is FREE 
Pool Night after 8pm. Tuesday is Darts League. Wednesday is eyes down for Bingo 
night. Every first and third Thursday is the clubs Quiz Night at 8pm, and Friday 
evenings is a meat raffle. 
Saturday is Live entertainment night with a wide range of music. Sunday afternoon is 
another meat raffle and also the Tote, but you have to be in it to win it....

We offer a TV for watching sports and some fine real ales and ciders.
See our advert on page 22 for details about joining the Club.
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A NEW LOOK FOR ITS 2nd CENTURY! 

  

is a family fr iendly social club in the hear t of Kemsing. Opening 
times are Monday to Thursday 7pm to 11pm, Friday 5pm to 11.30pm, Saturday 3pm to 
11.30pm and Sunday 12noon to 10.30pm.  
First Monday of the month is Crib Night (not on Bank Holidays) Also Monday is FREE 
Pool Night after 8pm. Tuesday is Darts League. Wednesday is eyes down for Bingo 
night. Every first and third Thursday is the clubs Quiz Night at 8pm, and Friday 

Saturday is Live entertainment night with a wide range of music. Sunday afternoon is 
another meat raffle and also the Tote, but you have to be in it to win it.... 

We offer a TV for watching sports and some fine real ales and ciders. 
See our advert on page 22 for details about joining the Club. 



18 

 

Please support our advertisers and mention this publication 

 

DO YOU OWN A 
 RENAULT?                  

Ren7oaks 
Service, Repairs 

& MOT’s 
Unit G2, Chaucer Business 

Park, Kemsing, TN15 6HU 
www.ren7oaks.co.uk 

01732 761200 
The Good Garage Scheme Member 
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The Commonwealth War Graves Commission has thanked the PCC for its 
permission for a sign to be erected at the entrance of the Churchyard indicating 
that it contains war graves.  The sign will be erected in the near future. 
 
The Diocese has put together a draft scheme for the combining of both 
Woodlands and Kemsing parishes which has been sent to the Church 
Commissioners for the next stage in the consultation process.   Both Woodlands’ 
and Kemsing’s Parochial Church Councils unanimously support the scheme. 
 
The PCC has agreed that a full-time Children’s/Youth Worker will shortly be 
appointed jointly with Oak Hall.  This has come about as the result of the ‘The 
Oak Hall Year’, and two people who had been on the scheme have already been 
helping out with the children’s groups at Kemsing.  This will mean that the youth 
groups can also be expanded to include the 11+ year olds.   
   
It is hoped that those who can afford to will increase or renew their stewardship 
contributions in 2017 as income has fallen by £10,000 pa. 

Rosemary Banister 

PCC Secretary’s Report, Kemsing 
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W e at the Otford PPG are very concerned about the two healthcare 
proposals that are/will take effect shortly:-  

1. WEST KENT FINANCIAL RECOVERY PLAN— West Kent 
Clinical Commissioning Group has a serious financial deficit and is 
making numerous cuts and restrictions to services, some of them with 
immediate effect. So between now and April this year, there will be a 
reduction in non urgent surgery and some MRI scans. Other measures 
will follow, such as restrictions on hip and knee replacements and 
also hearing treatment. Further cutbacks are proposed and we suggest 
you look at the Otford PPG website for the full list. 

2. KENT AND MEDWAY SUSTANABILITY AND 
TRANSFORMATION Plan (STP) - A plan to achieve savings of 
£190 million to address a forecast shortfall in funding of £500 million 
by 2020/2021. The plan proposes restricting access to consultants and 
clustering GP practices in centralised locations. Hospitals would be 
more specialised  (so you might have to travel much further for 
treatment), and there would be new computer systems to manage it all 
(in 2011 a failed computer project lost £12.7 billion). 

The full STP is available on the internet by googling—Kent and Medway 
STP.  A one page summary is available ob the Otford PPG website.  
The UK population is expected to increase by 5% in the next 5 years and the 
over-sixty five’s by up to 20%, so we think it is extraordinary that services 
will be restricted rather than expanded. 
This is an opinion put forward by the PPG and not by the Otford Medical 
Practice. But if you think we have a point, please get in touch with MPs, and 
the Health Minister to urge better funding for the NHS. 

Ken Cardinal (Otford PPG Chair) 
Alastair Boobyer. 

NEWS FROM THE OTFORD PATIENTS GROUP (PPG) 
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All aspects of tree care [planting to felling] 
Hedge Cutting 
Stump Removal 
Over 30 years experience 
Logs 
 

For help & friendly advice call our office 
 

01959 524 623 
The Oast, Preston Farm, Shoreham, 

Kent TN14 7UD  Tel.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Affiliated to the CIU 
Evenings 7 -11 p.m. & Sunday Lunchtime 12 -3.00 p.m. 

Fridays evenings open at 5pm. Sunday Evening 7 -10.30 p.m. 

 

Why not come along and join us. 
Membership open to anyone 

Over the age of 18. 
Full membership £10. 

 

DARTS 
QUIZ NIGHTS / LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

 

Please Phone 01732 762 755 for details or call at the door 
CIU Associate card £3.00 

 
 
 

There is a £6.00 refundable door fob deposit. 
Raffles every Friday night & Sunday Lunchtime. 

Next to the Village Hall, High Street, Kemsing TN15 6NA. 
 

THE ST EDITH CLUB 

Email : enquiries@downtoearthtrees.co.uk 
Website : www.downtoearthtrees.co.uk 

Please support our advertisers and mention this publication 
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MARCH LIONS OR SPRING LAMBS? 

I  am writing my note on the verge of Spring – or could it be the tail end of 
Winter?  The early risers in the deep protected woodland tell me we are 

on the move and at the threshold of Spring and the great awakening.  Where 
else would you rather then in our garden County at this time? 
  
Time to get out and walk in the narrow Weald lanes with their deep sloping 
banks covered with sheets of glistening yellow celandines, drifts of white 
nodding heads of wood anemones.  Field hedges do more than separate the 
fields and lanes, they carry billowing clouds of white blossoms from sloe, 
bullace and wild damson, and at their feet on the banks of the water gorged 
ditches yellow archangel, stitchwort, wild garlic and the lovely wide eyed 
flowers of birds eye that open and close by the minute as the sun passes 
over their tiny blue faces.  
  
Soon these banks will be covered by bold clumps of primroses, all doing 
their best to make us the Garden of England! 
  
Opposite the entrance to Cotmans Ash is a gap in the lane hedge which 
overlooks a 20 acre downland wild flower meadow – it is a great credit to 
my neighbours at Kester who do all the right things to keep it that way – a 
true downland meadow just left to get on with it – such a change these days 
when everything has to be managed.  
 
Often I just sit on my high seat and listen to the skylarks and watch for all 
sorts of other birds including hobbies, kestrels, sparrowhawks and countless 
high flying geese and ducks during migration.  Then a puzzler – a wide ring 
of carrion crows advancing in, then hurrying out to reform the circle – like a 
ritual of black witches.  My glasses showed me a pair of buzzards feeding 
off a dead rabbit, being hassled by the crows, the buzzards held heir ground 
until a fox turned up and drove them all off! 
 
March is a quiet month in the kingdom of travelling birds – the martins and 
swallows among the first to arrive, usually to sit on the wires above Stud 
Farm to get their breath back for a few days, then to wheel and swoop 
around the farm building chasing flies and gnats to build up before they get 
down to the serious business of nest building and egg laying.  The return of 
the migrants for me at Cotmans Ash begins with the chiffchaff and blackcap 
joined later by the willow warbler – then there is the song that means more 
to me than any other bird and when I hear his call in April I am listening to 
all that is at the heart of  an English Spring – the cuckoo! Springtime is 
primrose time at Cotmans Ash – come up and see us!  Brian Doe 
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W e’ve had a busy few months here at Kemsing Primary. Time is passing 
quickly… 

December was jam-packed with activities leading up to the Christmas period: 
highlights included Key Stage Two’s performance of carols for parents (ranging 
from the jaunty ‘Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer’ to the mediaeval ‘Il Est 
Né…’, by way of the super-smooth Dean Martinesque ‘Let It Snow’) and Key 
Stage One’s charming and well-received Christmas play ‘Angel Express’, 
wherein our little ones were able to give free rein to their inner thespian! 

The upper four year groups enjoyed the pantomime at Sevenoaks Theatre       
immensely. It came as a bit of a surprise to discover that the baddie was actually 
behind the main characters as they trembled at the front of the stage but that 
bombshell aside, the performance was hugely entertaining: full of fun, colour and 
decibels. 

At New Year (it is whispered) the male of the species took dad-dancing to 
another level at the school’s family disco: children cringed unheeded, elbows 
were raised in an intermittently rhythmic way and unorthodox choreography 
pushed its way brazenly to the fore. 

Nothing daunted by the grisaille of January, the Egyptologists of Class Three 
ventured up to The Big Smoke in search of mummies, sarcophagi and the gift 
shop of the British Museum. Following in their wake, Class Five will soon be 
stepping into the time machine that is Horton Kirby for a Victorian-era immersion 
day whilst Class Four’s destiny is first an excursion to Bore Place (to learn      
ecological skills and brick making) and later a trip to the idyllic fifteenth-century 
manor house at Ightham Mote. 

Finally, we are very much looking forward to Book Week: all classes are 
decorating the library areas in their room on a literary theme and innumerable 
copies of ‘Winnie The Witch’ are itching to be signed by the inimitable children’s 
book illustrator Korky Paul, who will be (for at least the space of a few hours) our  
Artist-In-Residence! 

Best wishes to all in the parish, 

Kemsing Staff & Pupils 

Mr Richard Harvey Year 5 Teacher 
 

KEMSING SCHOOL REPORT 
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SEVENOAKS COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS 

C ommunity  First Responders are volunteers who are trained by the ambulance 
service to respond to emergency calls through the 999 system. The primary roll 

of a Community First responder (CFR) is to provide fast life-saving emergency 
treatment to patients in their local area to preserve life, prevent deterioration and 
promote recovery. During 2016, Kemsing residents Roberta Murfitt and Rosie 
Wythenshawe and Otford resident Dennis Glasspool completed their training to 
become CFRs and responding to 999 calls in the local area, while being supported 
by other members of the Sevenoaks First responders. 
 
Roberta, Rosie and Dennis as well as work, family and other commitments, wanted 
to use some of their spare time helping in their community. Together with 
responding to 999 calls they also attend fund raising events, and the money raised 
provides First Responders with the life saving equipment they carry. 
 
As members of the Sevenoaks Community First responders, Roberta and Rosie have 
trained Kemsing Guides on how to carry out CPR and to help someone who is 
choking. They also provide training in using Public Access Defibrillators and assist 
Parish Councils checking and maintaining the units throughout the District. If you 
are interested in finding out more about the Sevenoaks Community First responders 
or arranging a training sessions or are interested in becoming part of the team, then 
please contact them on info@sevenoakscfrs.org or via their Twitter or Facebook 
pages. 
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This space is available for YOUR 

advert.. Please contact  
welleditors@gmail.com  

for further details, or telephone 
the Parish Office on 01732 761351    

during office opening hours          
(see page 5) 
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FAMILY MILESTONES 
Baptisms/Thanksgiving 

Mason Ronald SHARP—4th December 2016 
Monty William Radhesh GILMOUR—11th December 2016 
Jade WREN—8th January 2017 
Henry James Patrick TOOGOOD—15th January 2017 
Evie Isobel Alice GEMMELL—26th February 2017 
Deaths—Rest in Peace 

May  SNELLING (89) 19th Nov. 2016 
Claude FLESCHER (85) 24th Nov. 2016 
Walter SHEPHERD (86) 3rd Dec. 2016 
Irene Daisy RIDLEY (100) 2nd Jan. ‘17 

 

From: “The Well”, Easter 1967 Canon Rahe-Hughes was inducted on 3        Feb. 
(after a 3 month interregnum). He had previously served at Keston, Addington, 
Plaistow and Orpington. Kemsing was his last position and he is buried in the 
Churchyard. The Bishop of Rochester, Dr David Say, conducted the induction. 
Frank Johnson contributed an article about the choristers who now had their own 
Club. Boys were often sent for training at courses run by the RSCM 
Leslie Cormack wrote about the Youth Hostel (in the old vicarage) who had more 
than 5000 visitors each year. The visitors were mainly from Holland and Germany 
but there were hostellers from many other countries and evenings were often filled 
with a polyglot mixture of accents and languages.   The Annual Church Meeting 
took place on 9 February presided over by Canon Rahe-Hughes. Tom Dew and 
Doug Woodcock were re-elected Churchwardens. There were 382 persons on the 
Electoral Roll. 
From “The Well” Easter 1992 
The Arthur Skinner Medical Fund was established to improve the quality of life for 
those with medical needs and where those needs could not be met from public funds. 
The first beneficiary was of course Bert Skinner who was able to have his dialysis 
machine at his home. Funds were raised from many sources including a sponsored 
bike ride.  Helping Hand (to transport residents to nearby hospital and surgeries) was 
established by Len Newell and Ted Cowlard. The Old Church Hall (1952-61) was 
fondly remembered by Vic Bowden. The original planning permission was only for 
3 years but it was extended twice so it stood for 9 years before Sam Smart organised 
a replacement. 

Robert Dennis BANISTER (76) 4th 
Jan. 2017 
Lester Dudley EDENBOROUGH (81) 
9th Feb. 2017 
Albert TRATTELL (90) 13th Feb. 
2017 
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Free Home Delivery to Kemsing, Otford & Seal, Minimum 
Order £15. 3 Course Banquet Night Every Tuesday. 

3,The Parade, Dynes Rd. Kemsing TN15 6RE  
Mob. 07 932 585 094  info@tamarindfinedining.co.uk 
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Village Diary                     

March 
4th  Heritage Centre open first Saturday of every month 10.00-12.00 
6th  Heritage Centre open every Monday afternoon 2.00-4.30pm (NOT Bank Holidays) 
8th  W.I. St. Edith small hall 7.45 talk ‘Needles and Pins—things I have bought 
  at auction’  by J. Surrey 
10th  Wildlife Group talk by R. & B. Todd  ‘On the Trail of the Crane’  7.30 St. Edith  
  Small hall £2.00 per adult, under 16s free 
11th  Scouts Jumble sale, donated items to St. Edith hall from 9.30 Sale starts 1.30 
  Entry £1.00 per adult  
14th  Kemsing Gardeners AGM and talk speaker tba St. Edith small hall 8.00 pm 
18th  Kemsing Scouts Race Night at Kemsing School Hall at 7.30. Tkts.  £3 from 07900  
   T. Anderson 694368 or  Sarah Forret  07738 246229 
22nd  Annual Parish meeting St. Edith’s hall 7.30. All Kemsing residents welcome.  
31st  Heritage Centre ‘The East Coast Floods of Jan.31st/1st Feb. 1953’ talk by B.Sadler 
  St. Edith sml hall 7.30 members free. Non members £2.50 tickets from 01732761772 
April 
1st  Heritage Centre Quiz St. Edith main hall 7.30  new team welcome details from 
  E. Cole 01732 761772 
8th  Kemsing Gardeners Spring Show 2.30 the School hall 
9th  PALM SUNDAY 
11th  Kemsing Gardeners ‘Floral demonstration and talk’ by Joe Kortum St. Edith small  
  hall 8.00 entry fee £3.00 
12th  W.I. St. Edith small hall 7.45 Our 59th Birthday Party with entertainment, as  
  always, a small contribution of food would be appreciated. 
14th  GOOD FRIDAY  & 16th EASTER DAY SERVICES see pages 3 & 7 
21st  Wildlife Group talk by T. Doe ‘Highland Wild Life Calendar’ 7.30 St. Edith 
  small hall £2.00 per adult  
27th  Annual Vestry & Parochial Church Council meeting in St. Mary’s Church.  
  7.45pm 
27th ) Kemsing Players specially adapted production of ‘Rebecca’  St. Edith’s hall    
29th )   See Posters for details of booking office and times. 
30th  Meet at the War Memorial at 2pm to remember Thomas Boakes. 
May 
9th  Kemsing Gardeners evening visit to a garden in Ivy Hatch 
10th  W.I. Annual meeting & Resolutions & members evening. 7.45 St. Edith sml Hall 
12th  Wildlife Group talk by L. Flower ‘Wild Flowers of Kent’ 7.30 St. Edith small 
  hall £2.00 per adult  
20th  Kemsing Singers Spring Concert Songs of the Seas and River St. Edith’s hall 7.30 . 
  Tickets £8. or £6 for Friends of the Choir £4.children from 01959 523752 
26th  Heritage Centre talk ‘Pocahontas-the-non-Disney Version’ by C. Bull St. Edith 
  small hall 7.30 members free. Non members £2.50 tickets from 01732761772 
31st  Meet at  the War memorial at 2pm to remember  Herbert George Skinner. 
June 
14th  W.I. A special evening with a Royal embroiderer, one of the team who created the 
  Duchess of Cambridge’s wedding dress. St. Edith small hall 7.45. Visitors welcome. 
30th  Heritage Centre talk ‘Rudyard Kipling-His Life and Verse’ by G. Hutchinson 
  St. Edith sml hall 7.30 members free. Non members £2.50 tickets from 01732761772 
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 Mrs Yolanda Tredoux, Parish Clerk, Tel: 01732 762841 
Clerk’s Office, The St Edith Hall, Kemsing, TN15 6NA 

Email: kemsingpc@tiscali.co.uk 
Website: www.kemsingpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

Normal office hours:  Mon, Tues 12-3pm & Thurs, Fri 9am-1pm 
Parish Council elections in May 2015  

Could you be a Parish Councillor for Kemsing? 

Are you interested in your local community and would like to voluntarily contribute to 
keeping Kemsing a good place to live and work?  

Sounds interesting, what do local Parish Councils do?  

Parish Councils are the most local part of the democratic system. Kemsing residents elect 
their local body of thirteen Councillors for a term of four years.  As community leaders, 
Parish Councillors are the voice of our community by representing the objectives and 
concerns of the residents they serve.  The Parish Council can lobby other authorities and 
influence decisions to the benefit of the residents of Kemsing.   

What do Parish Councillors do? 

There are 3 main areas of work which involve decision making, monitoring, and getting 
involved locally. Every important decision made on your behalf is by majority vote after 
debate. At these meetings, which are open to the Public, Councillors discuss many issues 
affecting Kemsing residents.  The formal part of the role is to attend monthly Parish Council 
meetings  and some Committee meetings.  The less formal part is listening and talking to 
people, including the local elected members of the District and County Councils.   

How much time is involved? 

Parish Councillors generally say that their duties occupy them for about three hours a week, 
but obviously there are some Councillors who spend more time than this – and  less. 

Am I qualified? 

You are qualified if: you are 18 years or older and a British citizen, or a citizen of the 
Commonwealth or the European Union, your name appears on the current register of Voters 
list, you have, for the past 12 months, resided in or within 3 miles of the Parish of Kemsing, 
or Kemsing has been your only place of work during the past 12 months. 

How do I get involved? 

Residents who would like to volunteer their time to work as a Parish Councillor to help 
contributing to Kemsing, can put themselves forward at the next election on 7th May 2015. 

If you are interested to find our more, please contact the Clerk. 

Dates of Parish Council meetings 

18 February, 18 March, 15 April, 20 May  in Small Hall, St. Edith Hall, Kemsing at 
7.30 p.m. - Please see website and notice boards for further information) 
. 

 


