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THE WELL - is published and distributed free, four times a year by the  
Parochial Church Councils of St Mary’s Church, Kemsing and St Mary’s Church, 
Woodlands, to encourage and stimulate the life of the community. The views 
expressed in the magazine do not necessarily represent official church opinion or 
policy.  
 
If you use a computer to type your article, it would be extremely helpful  if you 
could Email it to: welleditors@gmail.com or send to the Editors c/o Poppies 
Cottage, 3 St. Edith’s Road, Kemsing , Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 6PT. 

Editorial Team:- Doreen Farrow, Janet Eaton & Rosemary Banister 
Advertisement Editor—John Farrow 

We reserve the right to edit [i.e. cut, précis, alter, correct grammar or 
spelling] any item published, and our decision is final. 

Cover picture of the Village Fete 

by Doreen Farrow 
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 Vicar’s Letter 

D ear Friends 

I wonder if you’ve ever had trouble getting yourself heard; 
the person you were talking to was so keen to tell you what 

they thought that they didn’t have time to listen. Or, maybe, at 
times you’ve not heard someone because your ideas couldn’t 
wait! 

Two issues back, I wrote about “The Reformation” set in motion when Martin Luther 
nailed 95 theses to Wittenberg church door, 500 years ago this October. I said the 
Reformation is surprisingly relevant to today. Historians regularly sum up the teaching of 
the Reformers with 5 slogans. In Latin, they all start with the word “sola”, which means 
“alone”. Today, I want to show you the relevance of the first of those: “Sola Scriptura”, 
or “Scripture alone”. 

The 16th Century Roman Catholic Church believed in two authorities to tell people what 
to believe — about God, and about life in general. One was the Bible; the other was the 
“magisterium”, the body of teaching handed down by the Church over centuries. In fact, 
church tradition held sway: when the Church said that “the Bible” was an authority, they 
meant “the Bible, as read and interpreted through the grid of church tradition”. 
The Reformers sought to reclaim the Bible, alone, as the authority. God revealed himself 
once for all when God the Son became a human being, Jesus of Nazareth. By stepping 
into the history books in one time and culture, God revealed himself to people of every 
time and culture. The Bible is the record of this. So, even though the Bible was written at 
a particular period, it is God’s Word for every period. 

This means all Christians are second-generation Christians. We don’t learn about God at 
the end of a long chain of “Chinese whispers”. We go directly back to when God made 
himself known once and for all. We apply, but don’t rewrite, what he said then into 
today’s time and culture. (Of course, we’ve much to learn from earlier generations of 
Christians, and from the arts and sciences; that wasn’t the debate). 

The reason the Reformers cared was because what God had to say in the person of Jesus 
was the best news ever. God had acted to forgive our past and secure our future, and all 
of this costs us nothing. Church traditions were adding a price tag for us to pay, clouding 
the good news. (If I write about the other “Sola” slogans, I’ll come back to that.) 

So the relevance for today becomes clear. What God did in the person of Jesus was truly 
wonderful. Yet sometimes, we’re so keen to tell others what we think about God and 
about life, that we drown out our ability to listen to God’s good news.  

With every blessing.       Your friend and vicar,        James 
          James Oakley 
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St MARY the VIRGIN PARISH CHURCH, KEMSING 

www.kemsingwithwoodlands.org 
 

Vicar   Rev. James Oakley  01732 762556 
Wardens  Ray Parton   01732 764132 
   Trevor Mallinson  01959 524725 
Parish Office  Anita Connelly   01732 761351 
Readers  Mary Quenby   01959 522079 
   Philip Walker   01732 761646 
   Ruth Mason   01959 524486 
 
The Parish Office is now in the St Edith Club, and will usually be  open on 4 mornings a 
week, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 9.15 to 12.15pm.  Answerphone at other 
times is 01732 761351.  Ring first to make sure Anita, our Parish Administrator, is there. 
The Parish Administrator’s email address is: administrator@kemsingwithwoodlands.org 
 

Apart from 5th Sunday, the pattern of services is as follows: 
 
08.00 Communion in traditional language 
09.15  Sung Communion service  (followed by coffee in the Church) 
10.30 Morning Service (with coffee in the Church beforehand) 
 Sunday Special in the School on every Sunday apart from 1st Sunday of the 
 month which is the ‘All-Age’ service. 
18.30 Evening Service (Evensong twice a month, a number of other formats twice a 
 month) 
 

The service pattern on the 5th Sunday will be: 
 
08.00  BCP Matins 
10.00  Combined service with Woodlands  at Kemsing 
18.30 Evensong.  .   
 

HARVEST FESTIVAL Services will take place on Sunday 1st 
October. 
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY service will this year be held in 
Kemsing Church on Sunday November 12th starting at 9.45am. 
This will be followed by the procession to The  Well and act of 
Commendation at 11am followed by one minute’s silence and 
the laying of wreaths. (See page 7 for Woodlands.) 

SERVICES at  St. Mary’s Woodlands—from September (please note changes in 
time) 
1st Sunday   4.30 All Age Service 
2nd Sunday 11.00 Informal Communion 
3rd Sunday 11.00 Morning Praise 
4th Sunday 11.00    Holy Communion 
5th Sunday 10.00 Combined Informal Communion Service for both   
   Churches, usually to be held in Kemsing 
 

 
Children are warmly welcomed at all of our services. The Evening service is followed 
by a light meal. 
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 NEWS FROM WOODLANDS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Service times at Woodlands 
Apart from All Age worship on the 1st Sunday of each month at 
4.30pm, all services at Woodlands will start at 11am.  There will be 
a refreshment break during the service.  We are looking forward to 
these new arrangements, and hope that standardising service times 
will make it easier for people to remember when a service is taking 
place.  Please come and visit us, you will be most welcome. 
5th Sunday As usual there is no service at Woodlands on a 5th 
Sunday.  Instead, Woodlanders are invited to Kemsing Church for a 
combined Communion Service at 10am. 
Harvest Festival Service, Sunday, 24th September, 11am 
Harvest Festival gifts will be donated to the Sevenoaks Food Bank.  
Therefore they should be long-life produce, such as tinned/dried 
food, etc.  There will be a special collection shared between Dick 
and Caroline Seed (CMS) and Alistair and Sue Mitchell (Children 
Worldwide). 
Remembrance Sunday Service, Sunday, 12th November, 
10.45am 
 

Hall Hire 
Please remember that our newly 
refurbished Hall is available for 
hire.  Contact Ruth Chatwin, 
Tel: 01959 522311 for details. 
The Lunch Club 
Meets every Thursday, details from 
Anne Shelley, Tel: 01959 522986. 

Woodlands Cafe—opening hours 
The Cafe is now only open on the 1st Saturday of each month from 
11.30am to 3pm. 
More helpers are needed so, if you could occasionally spare a few 
hours for this enjoyable outreach to the community, we would love 
to hear from you. Please contact Ruth Chatwin on  01959 522311. 
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Tue 2nd —24th September 10am - 5pm East Surrey Sculpture Exhibition,  
Sculpture Exhibition in the grounds of Ightham Mote. 

Sat 30th September & Sunday 1st October, 10am - 4pm Apple and 
Orchard Weekend Celebrate the bounty of the Garden of England with 
our annual apple and orchard event. With apple tasting and stalls. 
  
Sat 21st and 28th October 6.30pm Kate Glassock: Turn of the Screw. 
Discover ghostly goings on as Kate Glassock brings the house to life with her 
one woman slant on Henry James’ ‘Turn of the Screw’ followed by a 2 
course meal in the Mote Café (not suitable for children) £37.50 Bookable 
event 01732 811314 
  
Sat 2nd Dec & Sun 3rd Dec 10am-3.30pm Christmas Opening Weekend 
Come to Ightham Mote this weekend as we unveil the house dressed for 
Christmas. Christmas Traditions until 1st Jan 2018  (Except Chr istmas 
Eve and Christmas Day) 

  
And do get in touch if you are interested in volunteering at Ightham Mote—

there are varied roles available—email 
iain.sanders@nationaltrust.org.uk or 

call 01732 810378 Ext. 130. 
 

House and grounds OPEN DAILY 363 
days a year. Check website for full 

details. 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/ighthammote  

  

Upcoming Events at Ightham Mote 

         National    Trust 
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 NEWS and NOTES 

T he Kemsing Players next production, is to be held in St Edith Hall at 8pm on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 23rd, 24th and 25th November 2017, it will be 

the stage version of the classic Ealing comedy, ‘The Ladykillers’. Set in London in 
1956, it tells the tale of a sweet little old lady pitted against a group of criminal misfits 
who will stop at nothing.. With only her parrot, General Gordon, to help her, Mrs 
Wilberforce is alone with 5 desperate criminals. But who will be forced to face the 
music? Tickets cost £10 adults, £8 students and senior citizens (Thursday only) and 
are available from October 30th at the Box Office, Dynes Rd Dry Cleaners, by email 
at Kemsing.players@live.co.uk or by phone on 07811 465061.  

C offee morning at Kemsing Library. We are a friendly group of ladies and 
gentlemen who meet every Tuesday morning between 10.30am and 

11.30am for coffee, tea and a chat. We donate 50p for our coffee and so far 
have sent over £300 to MacMillan nurses. Everyone is welcome to join us, 

H eritage Centre are holding another of their magnificent Quiz Nights on 
Saturday 7th  October and  have space for another couple of teams. If 

you fancy a night out with your friends  and can make up a team of UP TO 8, 
at a cost of only £7 per person, please phone Jim McIntyre on 01732 762785.            

K emsing Singers perform their Christmas Concert  ‘In The Winter Wild’ at the St. 
Edith Hall on Friday 15th and Saturday 16th December at 7.30.Tickets from 

early November at 9 Cleves Rd., Kemsing 01959 523752 adults £8. friends £6. 
children £4. All profits will be donated to Sevenoaks branch of Age Concern. 

Q uiz night in aid of the new Church Hall Friday 10th November 7.30 for 8. 
St. Edith’s Hall. £7pp, teams of up to 8. Tickets/details from Debbie 

Pierson 01732 762033   

K emsing Under Fire. The Kemsing Heritage Centre have recently released 
their latest publication on the history of the Village. This booklet tells the 

story of the infamous Doodlebugs (VI’s) as they affected Kemsing in the 
summer of  1944 and will particularly appeal to all those interested in World 
War II. Many of the surnames of those mentioned will be familiar, as will be 
the properties and roads which felt the brunt of the devastation and some 
interesting contemporary photographs are also included. Copies of this booklet 
at just £4 each are available from the Heritage Centre or the author Doug Parry 
at 30 The Landway (Tel 01732 490141). 
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MEMORIAL TO FLIGHT SERGEANT JACK HAMMERTON  RAF 

 T he formal dedication ceremony of the memorial stone 
will take place at 12 noon on Saturday 23rd  

September, by the village sign at Noah’s Ark to which 
all residents of Kemsing will be welcome. 

Many readers will be aware that a Hawker Hurricane 
Fighter crashed in Kemsing during WW2 but they may not 
be aware of the full story. 

Jack Hammerton was born in Slough in March 1915 and 
attended school in Slough where he captained the school 
football team (see photo). He joined the RAF Volunteer 
Reserve in early 1939 as an airman under training/pilot and 
was called up into service upon the outbreak of war. After 
qualification as a Sergeant Pilot, Jack was joined 615 
Squadron at Northolt.  

During the mid-afternoon of the 6th November, 1940 Sgt 
Hammerton went “missing” whilst on a squadron patrol 
over Tangmere Airfield at 27,000 feet, after apparently 
chasing some enemy aircraft. On 13th November his body 
was found by the wrecked and burnt out shell of his aircraft by the electricity 
substation next to the railway line at Noah’s Ark. 

It is not known if Jack was shot down by enemy planes, had become disorientated 
in very bad weather or if, as is possible, he was a victim of oxygen failure in his 
aircraft. 

Jack was laid to rest in his home town of Slough but, sad to say, has largely been 
forgotten in the intervening 77 years as time has moved on. 

The Shoreham Aircraft Museum, under the leadership of owner Geoff Nutkins, 
based in one of our neighbouring villages, is dedicated to raising memorials to the 
memory of pilots who lost their lives locally during the Second World War. 

Thanks to the kind assistance and co-operation of Kemsing Parish Council, Kent 
County Council and Noah’s Ark Residents Association, the Museum will be   
placing a memorial stone to Jack by the village sign at Noah’s Ark on 23rd      
September at 12 noon. Subject to satisfactory weather , there will also be a fly 
past salute from a Hawker Hurricane based at Biggin Hill heritage hangar.   
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 KEMSING PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 

Mrs. Yolanda Tredoux, Parish Clerk, Tel: 01732 762841 
Clerk’s Office, The St. Edith Hall, High Street, Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 6NA        

Email : kemsingpc@tiscali.co.uk      website: www.kemsingpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 
Normal Office Hours :  Monday, Wednesday & Thursday (9 am to 2 pm) 

Parish Councillor resignation – Sadly long-standing Councillor Mr. Bob Dawes 
has resigned from the Parish Council after 23 years’ service, most of which had been 
as Chairman of the  Parish Council’s Planning Committee.  Mr. Dawes made a 
significant contribution particularly in regards to planning matters and we will miss 
him greatly.  The Parish Council would like thank Mr. Dawes for his service and 
commitment to Kemsing. 

Petition for a 20mph Speed limit along Pilgrims Way, Kemsing – The Working 
Group appointed by the Parish Council to investigate options will meet again in 
September with a report being made to the full Parish Council meeting in due course. 

Nightingale Road Recreation Ground fencing – The fence along the recreation 
ground has now been installed. 

The Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council was held on Wednesday, 17th 
May 2017. Mrs. Marie Cole was re-elected as Chairman and Mr. Tony Andrews as 
Vice-Chairman. 

The Parish Council Committee structure for 2017/2018 is as follows:- 

Downland Management Committee - Douglas Bennett (Chairman), Brian Buttifant 
(Vice-Chair), Paul Burfield, Peter Dillon, Rosemary Wedderburn-Day and Philip 
Walker 

Finance Committee - Paul Eaton (Chairman), Philip Walker (Vice-Chairman), Tony 
Andrews, Douglas Bennett and Marie Cole 

Planning Committee – Tony Andrews (Chairman), Paul Burfield (Vice-Chair), Marie 
Cole and Margaret Robarts 

Recreation Grounds Committee - Philip Walker (Chairman), Rosemary Wedderburn-
Day (Vice-Chairman), Peter Dillon, Matthew Hudson, Richard Lang and Paul 
Burfield 

Parish Council meetings: 20 September  2017, 18 October  2017, 15 November  
2017  

For further information regarding forthcoming Parish Council meetings, please check 
village notice boards and the Parish Council’s website.                                      
      Yolanda Tredoux (Parish Clerk)  
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F rom 4th September, we are pleased to be able to welcome Deb 
as our part-time Youth & Children’s worker.  Deb has been a 

Y&C worker for 8 years in Leicester, where she is from, and in the 
last 5 years she has been 
living for 4 years based 
overseas in Tanzania as a 
missionary with the 
Christian organisation Go 
MAD (Go Make A 
Difference).  In the past 
twelve months she has been 
based at Otford Manor with 
Oak Hall, studying the Bible 
in the mornings and serving 
in the afternoons, weekends 

and on trips.  

Deb will be living and working part time with Oak Hall and then 
working part time for St Mary’s Church.  She has been attending St 
Mary’s during the past year, and helping at Wednesday Club for the 
7-11 year olds. 

Deb says she has only known John Gadd for ten months, but 
working alongside him at Wednesday Club has been a great 
blessing.  John has such a heart for children and wanting to teach 
them from the Bible all about Jesus and His love for them.  He has a 
a real gift, and it has been great to see only a glimpse of the way 
that God has used him to bless the children of Kemsing. 

Although John is stepping down, he has still offered his words of 
wisdom and insight for consultation, which Deb says she will gladly 
take him up on!  And maybe he will even come and visit now and 
again, but of course, John didn’t leave without passing the 
leadership ‘smelly slipper’ baton on! 

 

WELCOME TO DEB GOODHEAD 
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A big ‘Thank you’ to John Gadd from all at Wednesday Club, past and present!

38 years of voluntary service is no 
moment to overlook. John
commitment, hard work, patience and 
endurance have been evident, and 
Wednesday Club will miss him very 
much!  But it
chapter of John
well and will continue to remember him 
in our prayers at Wednesday Club

Parents, previous 
Wednesday Club 
members & helpers with 
John at his Farewell 

As the above photograph 
shows, everyone wishes to say 
thank you to John, and wish 
that God continue to bless him 
in all he does, and Wednesday 
Club as it continues. 
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to John Gadd from all at Wednesday Club, past and present! 

  

38 years of voluntary service is no 
moment to overlook. John’s kind heart, 
commitment, hard work, patience and 
endurance have been evident, and 
Wednesday Club will miss him very 
much!  But it’s time for a different 
chapter of John’s life, and we wish him 
well and will continue to remember him 
in our prayers at Wednesday Club.   

A celebration party 
was held where the 
children, and the 
Vicar, James, and 
Deb, our new Youth 
& Children’s Worker, 
were able to share a 
few words of thanks 
and encouragement 
over tea and cakes. 

As the above photograph 
shows, everyone wishes to say 
thank you to John, and wish 
that God continue to bless him 
in all he does, and Wednesday 
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DO YOU OWN A 
 RENAULT?                  

Ren7oaks 
Service, Repairs 

& MOT’s 
Unit G2, Chaucer Business 

Park, Kemsing, TN15 6HU 
www.ren7oaks.co.uk 

01732 761200 
The Good Garage Scheme Member 
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 OTFORD PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP 

1) It is flu jab time again 

The dates are: 30th September at Kemsing Surgery (adults only)   
 7th October at Otford Surgery                                       
 14th October at Otford Surgery                                   
 28th October at Kemsing Surgery                               
 4th November at Otford Surgery 
All sessions are on a Saturday morning from 9.00am to 12.30pm.     
Eligibility: (a) Everyone aged 65 and over (b) Anyone between 6months and 65 
years of age at risk with a long term condition such as diabetes, cardiac, renal, 
liver, neurological or respiratory disease (c) Anyone with a weakened immune 
system, pregnant women, carers and those living in long stay care facilities (d) 
All children who are aged 2 and 3 years of age will be offered the Fluenz nasal 
spray at the Practice. Older children 4-8 years of age will be offered this vaccine 
at school.  Please phone or email the Practice to book your slot.          
(2) Eating for Health; Eating for Diabetics 
Another Health Event on Saturday, 11th November from 10.00am to 12.30pm at 
Otford Methodist Church Hall  The title explains it all—as usual there will be 
presentations and ample time for questions.    



20 

 

 Please support our advertisers and mention this publication 



           21 

 

H is father was a Royal Engineer, who went out 
to India in 1915. He and his wife met under a 

Grevillea tree and my father was named after it.  
He passed into Eton, which he felt provided him 
with a launchpad for the rest of his life.  He joined 
the Grenadiers and, after some uneventful years on 
the home front, he experienced some devastating 
blows in 1944 when his sister and mother were 
killed in June when the Guards Chapel was hit by a 
V1 rocket during a service.  121 soldiers and 
civilians were killed and 141 others seriously 
injured.  He decided to go into Chartered 
Accountancy, and later became a senior partner 
with Coopers.  His career also included looking 
after the Government’s ownership of Chrysler, many foreign trips in relation to Rio Tinto 
and patent extension cases, and his involvement with British Leyland.    It was after his 
marriage to Sue in 1952 that he developed his interest in ballet and particularly opera and 
coming to Wybournes enabled him to be a frequent visitor to Glyndebourne as well as 
making several trips to Aldeburgh.  He was also a big Wagner fan. In retirement he was able 
to pursue his interest in a wide range of topics, and he belonged to a range of societies – the 
London Topographical Society, the Kent Archaeologial Society, the Botany Society of 
South Africa, the RHS and the Alpine Garden Society, the Place Name Society, the Private 
Libraries Association, anything to do with the 1890s, Max Beerbohm, Housman or 
Randolph Caldecott, an artist and illustrator who stayed at Little Wybournes and wrote a 
famous poem about it, and several others. 

He took an increasing interest in the garden at Wybournes.  Combining that with his 
enthusiasm for travel, he was able to bring a number of exotic seeds and cuttings back from 
China, Japan, India and so on, fortunately before this became illegal. There are some 
unusual trees and shrubs in the garden, including a metasequoia, a Japanese pagoda tree and 
a catalpa.  In the greenhouse there was also a Queen of the Night cactus, or moonflower, 
from Central America, which blooms for one night each year. On the fruit and veg side, the 
family came to know pink fur apple potatoes, globe artichokes, tiger tom striped tomatoes 
and various apple varieties many years before these were available in the shops.  Tom says 
his father loved Kemsing and the house and the garden, where most recently he enjoyed 
racing round in his new mobility scooter.  There could have been no happier place for him to 
end his days. 

 

GREVILLE GIDLEY-KITCHIN 1921-2017—The following are extracts from a 
eulogy read by his son, Tom, at Greville’s funeral service on 28th July, with Tom’s permission: 
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All aspects of tree care [planting to felling] 
Hedge Cutting 
Stump Removal 
Over 30 years experience 
Logs 
 

For help & friendly advice call our office 
 

01959 524 623 
The Oast, Preston Farm, Shoreham, 

Kent TN14 7UD  Tel.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Affiliated to the CIU 
Evenings 7 -11 p.m. & Sunday Lunchtime 12 -3.00 p.m. 

Fridays evenings open at 5pm. Sunday Evening 7 -10.30 p.m. 

 

Why not come along and join us. 
Membership open to anyone 

Over the age of 18. 
Full membership £10. 

 

DARTS 
QUIZ NIGHTS / LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

 

Please Phone 01732 762 755 for details or call at the door 
CIU Associate card £3.00 

 
 
 

There is a £6.00 refundable door fob deposit. 
Raffles every Friday night & Sunday Lunchtime. 

Next to the Village Hall, High Street, Kemsing TN15 6NA. 
 

THE ST EDITH CLUB 

Email : enquiries@downtoearthtrees.co.uk 
Website : www.downtoearthtrees.co.uk 

Please support our advertisers and mention this publication 
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I  have recently retired as an RHS Judge  after 35 years  - I have no reason to explain 
why!  It has been a happy and rewarding experience, judging at all levels 

including  Chelsea, London in Bloom, the Cornish Show, Harrogate and Kemsing.  One of 
the bonuses was the team of first rate Head Gardeners I had the good fortune to judge with. 

There are many off shoots from judging flower shows and for me it came with an 
invitation to meet Lord Windlesham, Chairman of the Parole Board to discuss setting up a 
competition for prison gardens as he, in the course of his visits, could see the value of 
prisoners devoting their time to gardening.  A trophy to present to the winning prison 
garden annually by David Windlesham – the Windlesham Trophy – a brass bell too heavy 
to pinch!  I was given the job of chairing the judging panel and we set off in 1984.  From 
40 or so entries, we soon were up to 70 which were short listed to 4 prisons. 

Speaking locally – Maidstone won in 1991 – I recall they had a feature called ‘Wedding 
Cake’ they had designed it in three tiers leading up to a rose arch and hanging baskets – the 
inmates took family and wedding photographs in there. 
I remember Elmley had bird problems with sparrows eating the marigolds – and then it 
was suggested that the leaves were dried and made into a nice little smoke! A genuine 
problem at Elmley, were the ducks nesting in the hanging baskets. 

A man in Dartmoor was a real expert on budgerigar breeding – there was a sign on his cell 
door ‘Beware Budgie at Large’. 

Holloway – a convoy of ladies pushing prams and buggies on the exercise area make you 
think.  A sad little story when judging Kingston Prison, Portsmouth.  The lady governor 
seeing I was from Sevenoaks told me that she, with other children from London had been 
evacuated to Bitchet Green to the home of Mr. Hugh Michelam. On arrival  Mr. Michelam 
had arranged for them to be driven round the local area – travelling  down River Hill , a 
little lad , Jimmy Bates, fell out on the road,  she (the Lady Governor) fell out on top of 
him, unfortunately  the boy died, but she survived.  She asked me to check his monument 
in Seal St, Lawrence Churchyard and report back and sure enough,  there by the west wall 
of the churchyard his memorial stone:    

JAMES BATES 24th September 1939 Aged 10 years  of Camberwell 

The war had barely started and those kids had never left home before -  Jimmy  Bates 
would have been 88 years old had he survived the war. 

While I was at the Churchyard I learned what a wild flower meadow should look like – 
about a quarter of an acre of set aside buzzing and humming with bees beyond number!   

         Brian Doe 

                                                                                    

  

NEWS FROM COTMANS ASH : TIME FOR A CHANGE 
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KEMSING KIDS’ TRIATHLON CLUB 

K emsing now boasts a Kids’ Triathlon Club - Team Tri Hard. The club is for 
girls and boys aged 9-11 at Kemsing Primary School. It aims to give 

children a taste of triathlon with training in all three disciplines (swim, bike and 
run). It was set up by Kemsing resident Claire Hitchings; who is a British 
Triathlon Federation triathlon coach. She competes as an amateur for Great 
Britain and has won multiple World, European and National titles across triathlon 
and duathlon (both road and off-road).  

The emphasis of the club is very much about having fun and learning to train. To 
ensure a quality coaching experience the club has limited numbers. On Thursdays 
the athletes practise bike and run skills in risk-assessed traffic-free environments - 
the school field and playground. These are perfect settings for focusing on skills 
including braking, mounting and dismounting the bike, cornering, descending and 
riding 1-handed (for signalling and balance practice). There were noticeable 
improvements with all the children within a very short period of time. The 
children also did some mini races - 1 lap bike and 1 lap run, so they got used to 
the feeling of ‘running off the bike' - known as 'jelly legs' (as your legs don't 
always feel like your own). Mums were reporting that as soon as their kids got 
home they were back out on their bikes practising! 

There was a one-off hour long swim session at Walthamstow Hall School in 
Sevenoaks. This session was led by Mark Horne who works as a full-time swim 
and triathlon coach. It focused on front crawl and practising ‘transition skills’. 
Transitions are the section of triathlon where athletes change from one sport to 
another. Triathlon has two transitions: in transition 1 (T1) you go from the swim 
to the bike; in transition 2 (T2) you go from the bike to the run. If well practiced 
these changes can be really quick and you can make up time on your fellow 
athletes. If not rehearsed, then many athletes can find themselves losing time. 

Some of the athletes took part in their first ever triathlon race at Billingshurst 
Triathlon in Sussex. The race comprised a 25 m swim, a 665 m bike and a 600 m 
run. Claire commented, “It was great to see them all racing, putting the skills they 
have learned into practice and having fun; with great support from parents and 
siblings. I’ve found the whole coaching experience really rewarding and I love 
seeing children being active.”                  See  Page 26 for photos! 

 

What the children had to say: “It’s really fun and I like all three things a lot! 
But also I’m getting trained by professionals!!” “I love it because you learn lots 
and it’s super fun!”“It’s cool that I’ve now done a triathlon.” 
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MEET THE COACHES 
Claire Hitchings is a British Triathlon Federation Level 1 tr iathlon coach. She 
competes for Great Britain in their age group team and has won multiple World, European 
and National titles across triathlon and duathlon (both road and off-road). She’s also pretty 
speedy on a bike - clocking a 25 mile time trial in under an hour! She holds a sport science 
degree and a PhD in sport psychology. 
Mark Horne works as full-time swim and triathlon coach; holding the ASA (Swim 
England) Level 2 coach and a British Triathlon Federation Level 3 triathlon coach 
qualifications. He started in triathlon in 1988 (way back) and has competed multiple times 
at the International Triathlon Union standard and long distance world championships. He’s 
completed 5 Ironmans (yes, that’s the crazy event where you have to run a 26.2 mile 
marathon at the end!)  
What these two don’t know about triathlon really isn’t worth knowing! 
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FAMILY MILESTONES 
Baptisms/Thanksgiving 

David Finlay Raymond MACRAE—11th June 2017 
Eben Randall STALEY—13th August 2017 
Weddings 
Thomas BLENKIN and Harriet NOHRE—on 20th May 2017 
Mike James and Amy CAROLAN—on 22nd July 2017 

Amy RUFFIN and Adie COTTRELL—on 24th July 2017 
Thomas GILMAN and Jessica GREEN—on 29th July 2017 
Deaths– Rest in Peace 

From “The Well” Autumn 1967 Kemsing hosted 15 over seas students for  an 
Overseas Week-end at the end of September. Local arrangements were dealt with by 
the Parochial Church Council, notable Mr Frank Whitehead.  Vic Bowden 
contributed an article about Wallis House which became Chantry Cottage and (from 
1929) the Vicarage. The first occupant was the Reverend RV Bristow. 

The British Legion branch was formed in 1937 and a celebratory dinner was 
planned. The prime mover had been Mr JR Vestry who had called a meeting of 25 
ex-servicemen. The first President was Col. AL Hadow, Chairman Capt. J Bazley-
White, Secretary: Mr LB Burtt and Treasurer Capt. MF Gerard. 

From “The Well” Autumn 1992 St Mary’s Church was embarking on a statistical 
study of attitudes to Christianity. It appeared that 55% of the UK population though 
that there was a right way to live and this could involve the needs of others taking 
priority over their own. Jill Johnson – who was a project worker for NOAH 
((Neighbours Offering A Home)-was interviewed by the Editor. She was later a Lay 
Preacher. 

Margaret Foss who had taught at the school for over 25 years, was preparing to go 
again to Liberia. The Parochial Church Council were proposing that the footpath 
connecting the Car Park with School Alley be dedicated as a Right of Way.  

 

Peter HARRISON—May 2017 
Eileen TURNER (96) 23rd May  
Derek THEOBALD (89) 20th May 
Anne LANGLEY-SMITH (86) 28th 
May 
David CRAKER (84) 7th June  
Louisa Winfred MARTIN (84) June 

Beryl RYDER-BIBBY (89) 9th June 
Barbara GREY (70) 16th June 
Canon Adrian CAREY (95) 5th July 
Eileen AUSTIN July 
Greville GIDLEY-KITCHIN (96) 6th July 
Betty CALVIN (89) 13th July 
 



           29 

 

Free Home Delivery to Kemsing, Otford & Seal, Minimum 
Order £15. 3 Course Banquet Night Every Tuesday. 

3,The Parade, Dynes Rd. Kemsing TN15 6RE  
Mob. 07 932 585 094  info@tamarindfinedining.co.uk 
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                                         Village Diary                     

September 
9th  Kemsing Gardeners Autumn Show, exhibits to the school hall  between 9.30-11.30am  
  admission from 2.30 pm by donation. 
11th  Kemsing Heritage Centre open every Monday afternoon in every month 2.00—4.30 
13th  W.I. talk The Pre-Raphaelites with Delia Taylor  St. Edith small hall 8.00 
29th  2.00pm ceremony at The War Memorial to remember Harry Nye killed 100 years ago on 
  this date during WWI. 
29th  Heritage Centre talk by D. J. Reuther ’The Origin & History of Nursery Rhymes’ St. Edith 
  small hall 7.30 members free. Non members £2.50 
October 
7th  Heritage Centre open the 1st Saturday in every month 10.00—12.00  
7th  Heritage Centre Quiz. St. Edith Hall 7.30pm. See page 9 for details 
10th  Kemsing Gardeners Club talk by Cory Fermorr, Head Gardener of Penshurst Place.  
  St. Edith small hall 8.00 pm entrance £3.00 
11th  WI talk B. Nobbs ‘Gardening for wild life’’ St. Edith small Hall 8.00 
13th  Wildlife Group 7.30 St.Edith small hall ‘Panamanian Puddles’ talk by P. Heathcote  
27th  Heritage Centre talk ‘Royal Visits to Kent’ with Colin Breed. 7.30pm St. Edith  
  Small Hall. £2.50 visitors, members free. 
November    
  No Gardeners Club meeting during November 
4th  2.00 pm ceremony at the War Memorial to remember Charles  Gunner killed 100 years 
  ago on this date during WWI 
8th  WI talk ‘Lost Empires’ The last days of the Music Hall by W. Lower.  St. Edith small  
  Hall 8.00pm 
10th  Wildlife Group 7.30 St.Edith small hall ‘Common Seals & Other wildlife 
11th  Scouts Jumble sale St. Edith hall 1.30 adults entry £1.00 children free donated items to  
  the hall from 9.30 am.  
12th  Remembrance  Sunday Service. See page 5 for details 
17th  2.00 pm ceremony at the War Memorial to remember George Morrison killed 100 years 
  ago on this date during WWI. 
17th  Heritage Centre talk by D. Chambers ‘Pluckley, Most Haunted Village in England?’      
  St. Edith small hall 7.30 members free. Non Members £2.50  
23rd-25th inc. Kemsing Players present ‘The Lady Killers’ 8pm St. Edith’s Hall. Tickets  
  on sale 30th Oct at Dynes Rd. dry cleaners, or email: kemsing.players@live.co.uk or  
  07811465061. See page 8 for more details.  
December 
8th  Wildlife Group Christmas Party St. Edith small hall 7.30  
12th  Kemsing Gardeners Club, Members meeting St. Edith small hall 8.00 pm 
13th  WI Christmas Party 8.00 St. Edith small hall.   
 

The Well is printed by Highland Printers, Unit 1, Church Farm, Church 
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Email:  info@highlandprinting.co.uk 
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 Mrs Yolanda Tredoux, Parish Clerk, Tel: 01732 762841 
Clerk’s Office, The St Edith Hall, Kemsing, TN15 6NA 

Email: kemsingpc@tiscali.co.uk 
Website: www.kemsingpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

Normal office hours:  Mon, Tues 12-3pm & Thurs, Fri 9am-1pm 
Parish Council elections in May 2015  

Could you be a Parish Councillor for Kemsing? 

Are you interested in your local community and would like to voluntarily contribute to 
keeping Kemsing a good place to live and work?  

Sounds interesting, what do local Parish Councils do?  

Parish Councils are the most local part of the democratic system. Kemsing residents elect 
their local body of thirteen Councillors for a term of four years.  As community leaders, 
Parish Councillors are the voice of our community by representing the objectives and 
concerns of the residents they serve.  The Parish Council can lobby other authorities and 
influence decisions to the benefit of the residents of Kemsing.   

What do Parish Councillors do? 

There are 3 main areas of work which involve decision making, monitoring, and getting 
involved locally. Every important decision made on your behalf is by majority vote after 
debate. At these meetings, which are open to the Public, Councillors discuss many issues 
affecting Kemsing residents.  The formal part of the role is to attend monthly Parish Council 
meetings  and some Committee meetings.  The less formal part is listening and talking to 
people, including the local elected members of the District and County Councils.   

How much time is involved? 

Parish Councillors generally say that their duties occupy them for about three hours a week, 
but obviously there are some Councillors who spend more time than this – and  less. 

Am I qualified? 

You are qualified if: you are 18 years or older and a British citizen, or a citizen of the 
Commonwealth or the European Union, your name appears on the current register of Voters 
list, you have, for the past 12 months, resided in or within 3 miles of the Parish of Kemsing, 
or Kemsing has been your only place of work during the past 12 months. 

How do I get involved? 

Residents who would like to volunteer their time to work as a Parish Councillor to help 
contributing to Kemsing, can put themselves forward at the next election on 7th May 2015. 

If you are interested to find our more, please contact the Clerk. 

Dates of Parish Council meetings 

18 February, 18 March, 15 April, 20 May  in Small Hall, St. Edith Hall, Kemsing at 
7.30 p.m. - Please see website and notice boards for further information) 
. 

 


