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T Christmas Services
at St Mary's Kemsmg

Join us over Christmas as we celehrqte
the birth of Jesus tdgethe iw‘R
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Sunday 20th December’ « - _? Nt R

7.00 pm 9 Lessons and Carols by'gandlel}gf'lt
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Thursday 24th December (Chrlstmas"'EVe ﬁz

2.00pm Crib Service for Tmy Tots. o "’" i

345 pm Crib Service S S .
then Carols at the Well

11.30pm Midnight Holy Communion ™

[
.
-

Friday 25th December (Christmas Day) « -
8.00am Traditional Communion
9.30am Family Communion Service

"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.”




Vicar’s Letter

D ear Friends,

I don’t know about you, but I long for peace. There’s

far too much conflict and fighting in the world. But
what do we mean by peace? Sometimes, we mean a mere
truce. It is often said that, in 1914, German and British
soldiers on the Western Front stopped fighting, exchanged
gifts, sang carols and even played football. The reality was
actually not quite as simple, but even then this would have
been only a truce —temporary restraint of hostilities.

Better than that would be lasting peace. This past year we’ve celebrated 70
years since the end of World War II. After 6 painful years, a wave of peace
spread across the world in the summer of 1945. Nation after nation laid down
their arms, and the world was no longer at war. The Jewish people have an
even more rounded idea of peace than that. Encapsulated in the Hebrew word
“Shalom”, peace is not just the absence of conflict but everything being well.
When relationships between the world, its people and the Living God are all in
harmony, then there truly is “peace”.

This Christmas, at our carol services, on Christmas night, and on Christmas
morning, we will hear again the message the angels sang to the shepherds:
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his
favour rests.” Or maybe the words are better known to you from the carol:
“All glory be to God on high, and to the earth be peace; goodwill henceforth
from heaven to men begin and never cease!”

But what do those words mean? To many, they are nothing more than a call
for a truce. Let us see if Christmas Day can be the one day of the year when
we suspend our grudges and resentments, and all get along. “It’s the season of
goodwill,” we say. Much though I’d commend that, the angels sang of
something much more wonderful. The birth of Jesus set in motion events that
would bring true and lasting peace. The angels rejoiced over more, even, than
the end of all hostility. They sang of a reality where everything and everyone
is in harmony, and is the way it was made to be. Clearly, those words do not
describe the world as we know it now. But it is the future, and the birth of
Jesus launched that future with absolute certainty. Why not join us in church
this Christmas, to find out more, and to celebrate?

With every blessing. Your friend and vicar,

James Oakley

Wineg



St MARY the VIRGIN PARISH CHURCH, KEMSING

www.kemsingwithwoodlands.org

Vicar Rev. James Oakley 01732 762556
Wardens Ray Parton 01732 764132
Jean Walker 01732 761646
Parish Office Margaret Robarts 01732 761351
Readers Mary Quenby 01959 522079
Philip Walker 01732 761646
Ruth Mason 01959 524486

The Parish Office is now in the St Edith Club, and is open from 10am-1pm on Mondays
and 10.00 - 4pm on Thursdays. Answer phone at other times is 01732 761351. Ring first
to make sure Margaret is there.

Her email address is: administrator@kemsingwithwoodlands.org

Apart from 5th Sunday, the pattern of services is as follows:

08.00 Communion in traditional language

09.15 Sung Communion service (followed by coffee in the Church)

10.30 Morning Service (with coffee in the Church beforehand)
Sunday Special at the School on every Sunday apart from 1st Sunday of the month
which is the ‘All-Age’ service.

18.30 Evening Service (Evensong twice a month, a number of other formats twice a
month)

The service pattern on the 5th Sunday will be:
08.00 BCP Matins

10.00 Combined service with Woodlands at Kemsing
18.30 Evensong

See page 3 for details of the Christmas Services at St Mary’s,
Kemsing.
For details of Woodlands Christmas services, see page 7.

SERVICES at St. Mary’s Woodlands, Tinkerpot Lane, TN15 6AA.

Ist Sunday 4.30 All Age Worship

2nd Sunday 11.30 Morning Praise

3rd Sunday 4.30 The Lord’s Supper [Informal Communion]

4th Sunday 11.30 Holy Communion

S5th Sunday 10.00 Combined Communion Service for both
Churches, usually to be held in Kemsing

Children are warmly welcomed at all of our services. Coffee is served from
10.45 to 11.15am before morning services. Evening services are followed by
a light meal.




Need help with your computer?

Viruses Removed
Systems Overhaul
Internet Services
Network Support

es{.%
Software & Hardware
Installation / Upgrades
Troubleshooting
Repairs

Friendly Professional Advice & Support for Business & Home Use
Call Andrew Craner

01732 742 454 or 07 957 648 461

Email: enquires@prosphero.co.uk : www.prosphero.co.uk

Actrn
Osteopaths

For advice and appomiments i Seal and
Sevenoaks Telephone 01732 760720 o1

Visit | www.acomosteopaths.com

EMMA PEACOCK ssemos seca

STATE REGISTERED CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST

of South Park Medical Services, South Park, Sevesaale, TN1) JEDS

A State regimred Chaopodas Specalnmg i
provudiag § comprebesiive foor health cume e
i dmyg the treatmeat of coras. callune. TwTC M

ngrown e ml & el carpery

hiommy & afernoog appocdmEnn - Home 1ish

For an sppotssment nzg Sevenoaks 01732 T41509

CHAPMANS CHIMNEY SWEEP
SEVENOAKS
VACUUM AND BRUSH
PROMPT CLEAN SERVICE
ALL AREAS

07 786 325 370

This space is available for YOUR
advert.. Please contact

welleditors@gmail.com

for further details, or telephone the
Parish Office on 01732 761351
during office opening hours
(see page 5)

Please support our advertisers and mention this publication
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Sunday, 27" December, 10am—Combined Morning Service at Kemsing

Our Children’s Sunday Club has now started. We meet at 11.30am
on the 2™ and 4™ Sundays of each month. All school-age children are
welcome to join us for fun, games, and activities.

Woodlands Tots (for children 0-4yrs)

Every Wednesday during term-time 9.45-11.15am in the Church Hall,
Details from Catherine Medlen 07815 107561

Woodlands cafe

Every Saturday 11.30am-3.00pm. Why not come and enjoy a home-
cooked lunch at a reasonable price, Woodlands Church Hall, Tinkerpot
Lane, TN15 6AA.




Winter at Ightham Mote

Discover something new at Ightham Mote this winter e

From 9 November—S5 January (excluding Christmas Eve and "=
Christmas Day, be part of our Christmas past. Victorian serv- Nitaad
ants have prepared the house for the festivities and the previous .,
American owner of Ightham Mote inspired us to transport you

back to 1950s New England. Now we need our guests to arrive — yes,
that’s you!

Eating; Warm yourselves up with a hearty bowl of soup in the Mote
Cafe, or in December, a Christmas lunch. Pop in for lunch or a mug of hot
chocolate and a slice of freshly baked cake.

And don’t forget to book for our Boxing Day & New Year’s Day
treks. Full English breakfast in the Mote Cafe followed by an infor-
mal led walk. £21.50 book via the Mote Cafe 01732 811314

Shopping, Stocking a great selection of quality gifts and locally hand-
made products, the Coach House shop is a perfect place to find some
unique presents for friends, family and maybe a treat for you too.

Don’t miss our Christmas Fayre on 28th—29th November 10am-3pm
with local producers, roast chestnuts, Father Christmas, and carol singing
on Sunday, plus our usual sales—see A boards on site for details.

Get out into the great outdoors In January and February enjoy a gentle
stroll around the hard path gardens or take in a longer walk on the ancient
Estate walks leaflets from the visitor reception. We have some guided
walks followed by a roast on Sundays 10th & 24th January, 14th &
28th Feb.— book via the Mote Cafe on 01732 811314

For the children there will be February half term family fun from
Sat.13-Sun.21 Feb. A chance for the children to have fun outside with our
winter activity pack and then come inside to warm up with craft activities.

Ightham Mote is open daily all year from 10-3.30 (the house from
11am - last entry 3.00pm, partial access to house and gardens.

From 6 January—29 February the grounds are only open 10am -3.30pm



NEWS and NOTES

Kemsing Pavilion is helped by those who support the ‘500 Club’ which
comprises at least 500 members who, in return for a standing order of
£12 a year, enter a draw for monthly prizes (£170 is distributed monthly), and
an annual prize of £1,000, which is drawn at a social gathering each
December. More subscribers are now needed, and information can be
obtained from Erica Cole, tel.no.01732 761772.

Kemsing Library continues to welcome people of all ages to the Coffee
and Chat Session on Tuesday mornings between 10.30 and 11.30am
for an informal get together. For preschool children, Bounce and Rhyme on
Wednesday mornings from 10.00 to 10.30 am, this activity provides musical
fun and activities. On a Friday afternoon from 2.30 to 3pm why not come and
listen to a story read by one of our dedicated volunteers in our colourful
children’s corner. Our Opening times are: Monday 09.00-13.00, Tuesday
09.00-17.00, Wednesday 09.00-17.00, Thursday 09.00 — 13.00, Friday 13.00-
17.00, Saturday 09.00 — 14.00.

20 1 6 starts the sad centennial anniversaries of those from Kemsing

who died during World War One. On each date there will be a
short commendation at The Well at 2pm. The first date will be on 26th January
2016, which commemorates the 100th anniversary of the death of Reg Dimon
and will be followed on March 9th by the commemoration of the anniversary
of the death of Jack Vaughan. Anyone who would like to join me would be
very welcome. Any information from Janet Eaton on 01732 763383. These
events will continue until the last anniversary on 31st December 2019.

Message from the Ambulance Service—In Case of Emergency (ICE) -
if you are involved in an accident, the emergency services may need to
access your mobile phone to find a contact number to find the person to
contact. If you store this number on your mobile phone under ‘ICE’ this will
make it easier for them. More than one number can be stored, e.g. ICE],
ICE2, ICE3. It could save your life, or put your next of kin’s mind at rest.

ANTED! Kemsing Heritage Centre are currently interviewing

Kemsing residents about their memories of life in the village for the oral
history archive. However long or short a time you’ve lived in the village, we
are interested in your stories and recollections. You can be interviewed in your
home or can come to the centre. If you would be interested in contributing to
this important historical archive please contact Erica Cole on 01732 761772 or
come to the Heritage Centre at St Edith Hall which is open on Mondays from
2pm to 4pm and the first Saturday of each month from 10am to Noon.



Institute af

el Local Will Writing Service
We provide a Professional Will Writing Service
in the comfort of WOLIT O home at a time

Wil bt e

Loy L O vou
For a FREE Will Review & help with all types
of Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney

and Probate.

Is your

Wil

caLLourLocaL seciauist Tony Nunn
01732 369294 or 0B00 1698038

EKW LEGACY PLANNING
www.ekwlegacyplanning.co.uk

KEMSING WA’

‘Harvevs® block salt, tablets or granules delivered or collect

WR I?-!:;?:' 01732 760471 Chm:vi’fqa_ﬂl_lr

'ER SOFTENERS

@

ade.com
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Kemsing Sports Pavilion

Charity No. 294120

www.kemsingpavilion.org.uk

Planning a children’s
party?

Well - we can help!
We have a lovely, large room
With self-contained kitchen
and toilets.

Suitable for children’s parties
up to age nine.

Want to keep fit?
Have you tried playing squash?

We have a squash court availa-
ble for hire at £6.00

For a 45 minute session.

Showers & changing rooms
available. To find out more & to
book a court, ring us.

So call us nowon:

01732 762 865

Sir Mark Collet Pavilion, Heaverham Road, Kemsing

10 Please support our advertisers and mention this publication
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ST MARY’S, KEMSING - PCC NEWS

e heard on 8" October 2015 that the Sevenoaks District Council Case

Officer (Planning) had decided to refuse permission for our new
Vicarage and Church Hall. To most of us this was a huge disappointment.
Although we are not giving up the idea of a new Church Hall, nor we believe
will the Diocese give up the new Vicarage, whatever happens next is going to
take quite a long time.

On a better note, the interior walls of the Church have been painted, which
makes everything look brighter and cleaner. We have been very pleased with
the contractors, Cullen and Lang, who did a marvellous job, and our grateful
thanks to the Friends of St Mary’s who are fundraising the cost.

The Sound System has been serviced and improved as far as possible, but we are
waiting for a faculty to replace the old loudspeakers with two newer, more up to
date, speakers. If not before Christmas, then they should be in place in the New
Year. This will help everyone sitting anywhere in the Church to hear the service
so much better.

Our Parish Administrator, Margaret Robarts, will be retiring at the end of March
next year, and the PCC is advertising for her replacement (see page 15).
Margaret has had to cope with the loss of the office in April last year, and we
shall miss her, especially with all her experience and knowledge of the Church
and village.

On a sad note, we were so sorry to hear that Michael Harrington had died.
Michael and Maureen Harrington lived at Station House, Honeypot Lane, for
many years, and ran MDH Horticultural Contractors until a year ago, when they
sold the business and the house and moved to one of the new flats overlooking
The Vine in Sevenoaks for a well-deserved retirement. The new owners of
MDH continue to carry out the grave-digging and grass cutting in the
Churchyard and the PCC has been very pleased with their work. 1 will
personally miss my many chats with Michael over the years, both when I was
Parish Clerk, and since I became PCC Secretary. Michael had a wonderfully
dry sense of humour which I think was useful in his line of business!

Rosemary Banister, PCC Secretary
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Who do you trust with your best friend?......

)
gy

Kemsing Branch:

I High Stroet, Kemsing, Sevenoaks,
Kanr. TN15 6NB
Tel: @I732 T6l630

Main Clinic
St John''s Church, London Rd,
Drinton Green, Sevenoaks, Kent.
INI32TE
Tel: 01732 452333
www.elandsvet.co.uk

All pets seen from dogs and cats to
chickens and rabbits

Home visits available

Ample free Parking

because we care!

" MILO's

5 e

2rift oo CeLIoNIes

Tl

e

Brighton, Sussex

Dunfon Grean, Kent
& Lamcloe Rl Dt

e
Offord. Keni

whdhy millosonBneg. oL iUk

HEALTHIER FEET
IN YOUR OWN HOME
MNail cutting and filing
Fungal nail infections
Corns and Calluses
Verrucae
- Discounted rates available for more
than one patient in same home
- Experienced, friendly local service
Robert Hodges, MCFHP MAFHP
Telephone: 01732 886260
Mobile: 07975 631824

Email: robertkhodges@yahoo.co.uk

Member of the British Association
of Foot Health Professionals

12 Please support our advertisers and mention this publication



KEMSING PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Mors. Yolanda Tredoux (Parish Clerk) Tel: 01732 762841
The Clerk’s Office, St. Edith Hall, High Street, Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 6NA
Email : kemsingpc@tiscali.co.uk  website: www.kemsingpc.kentparishes.gov.uk

Normal Office Hours : Monday, Wednesday & Thursday (9 am to 2 pm)

From January 2015 to mid-October at the time of writing my report, Parish
Councillors have attended 9 Parish Council meetings, 4 Downland Management
Committee meetings, 6 Recreation Grounds Committee meetings, 2 Finance
Committee meetings, 3 Kemsing Downs Nature Reserve Advisory Group meetings,
1 Oxenhill Shaw Joint Management Committee meeting, 13 Car Park Working
Group meetings, 2 Churchyard Maintenance Committee meetings, 17 Planning
Committee meetings and of course 1 Annual Parish Meeting. The main focus was
the purchase of the village car park. This has been an ongoing issue with very
difficult legal complications but we remain optimistic that the sale will be concluded
soon. So far the Planning Committee made 51 representations to planning
applications, the Recreation Grounds Committee dealt with matters regarding
damaged play area equipment and maintenance of trees whilst the Downland
Management Committee worked towards keeping the Kemsing Downs Nature
Reserve in good order, reviewed the five year management plan and applied for
several grant funding opportunities to Natural England, the Rural Payments Agency
and the Forestry Commission.

Thank you to the Parish Councillors for their hard work, commitment and dedication
to Kemsing. Thank to our Litter Wardens, Fred Lomas and John Farrow and to Bob
Banister, warden for Green Hill as well as the Co-opted Members serving on the
Downland Management Committee (Caroline Copleston and Anne Barratt) for their
contribution. Thank you also to our District Councillors Lorraine Stack and Simon
Reay, our County Councillor Nick Chard, and Police Community Support Officer
Sue Harwood for their continued support.

Parish Council meetings are usually held in the Small Hall, St. Edith Hall,
commencing at 7.30 p.m. and are open to the public. If you are interested in the
activities of the Parish Council please come along to one of our meetings. Minutes
and agenda are available on the Parish Council’s website, notice board at St. Edith
Hall, or Kemsing Library. Parish Council meetings : 29 January, 17 February, 16
March, 20 April 2016 Annual Parish Meeting : 23 March 2016. On behalf of the
Parish Council I would like to wish everybody a very merry Christmas and a Happy
new year. Yolanda Tredoux, Parish Clerk

13
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SERVICE & REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES

Latest Diagnostic equipment used. Air Conditioning

Budget to performance tyres at discount prnces

Over 30 years expenence

We offer super customer care. Our reputation depends on it

Quality servicing at competitive prices. All credit cards accepted

ww.w.oldburyvmotors.co.uk

01732 763 720

Unit 7, Chaucer Business Park, Wartery Lane, hemsing, Sevenoaks TN15 6PL

Your local Roofer

Speecialists in flat rﬂnfln-r_] works 1 Jpw fascias, quithers, r|I|r'u_'[ slate works
Chimney flashings / Repointing High performance Elastomernic felt & DRYSEAL
Fibreglass system uplo 23 years guaranies

(01732) 370426 m

Email: chive@aquoguard.co.uk
W aq_unguur'dl'nnflng o uk

C——— ‘.-.-I
,éy Cheekatrade.com mapms
Wiyl i Ll FTRATTE

AFFEIVI D

yamsian ltd

Central Heating & Gas Engineers

*you may not need a local &
reliable gas engineer today,
just remember our name
for the day you do”

Service Installation Repair 4

| —— 01732 885882 wWww.samsian.co.uk
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ST MARY'S KEMSING

——

Parish Administrator (Part-time)

required to work in the Parish Office for Kemsing Church.
12 hours per week, preferably 4 mornings
Salary: £6,240 (full-time equivalent: £18,200) p.a.

Could you run our busy parish office efficiently and effectively,
helping vicar and church family serve the local community?

As first point of contact for enquirers, you'd need to be able to
communicate in a friendly and professional manner.

You would need good organisational skills, confidence with
Microsoft Office, and willingness to use a range of software.

Further details and application form: James Oakley
vicar@kemsing.org 01732 762556
kmwd.org/admin-vacancy

Closing date for applications: Friday 15th January 2016
Interviews: 25th-29th January
Preferred start date: Monday 7th March

The post-holder will need to be in sympathy with the ethos and aims of the
Parochial Church Council

Kemsing PCC takes the safety of children and vulnerable adults very seriously;
a DBS check will be required before the successful applicant’s appointment is
confirmed.
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his has been a ‘bumper year’ for the Craft Group, as they have

produced over 2,500 knitted items for charity. We were knitting for
Smile International but, in May this year along with many other charities,
they decided the cost of transporting to other countries is prohibitive and it
is better for the money to go to these countries to use to boost their own
economies. We had prepared a large number of sets of hats, mitts and
scarves ready for the shoeboxes, but these have now been used for the
Operation Christmas Child boxes for the Church.

The group are very good at dressing dolls and teddy bears, and a number
of these have been given to the School for their fairs. We are sorry but we
no longer collect material, sewing machines or other haberdashery items
for other countries, but we would be delighted with any wool or half
finished items you no longer need. We are now working for the Queen
Mother’s Clothing Guild which was set up in 1882 and is based on this
country, and all items are distributed to British charities. Many hospices,
refuge centres, care homes and others apply for items they need—
anything left over goes to the London City Mission so nothing is wasted.

16



I< emsing Rainbows continue to thrive. During the summer term the
unit was out and about, rambling, strawberry picking, picnicking and
doing lots of exercise and learning about healthy eating and a healthy

lifestyle. The girls
had lots of fun and
worked hard to gain
their Aim Hi Badge.
During  September
and  October all
activities have been
based on Autumn,
from making bird
feeders to hedgehog
houses, learning
about harvest,

creating sparkly owls and vegetable animals. We look forward to weekly
meetings up to Christmas and welcoming new members.

he Group Sections are thriving with plenty of youngsters involved.
Due to its poor condition, both Beavers and Cubs are meeting in oth-

er village Scout huts over
the Winter. It’s envis-
aged that the Group can
work towards building an
updated version of the
current hut using a design
that is in keeping with the
local area. The final lo-
cation requires further
discussion based on the
needs of the group and
costs. Remaining in the

current location has the benefit of being more realistically affordable,

partly due to having the services already in place.

17



DO YOU OWN A
RENAULT?

Ren7oaks

Service, Repairs
& MOT’s

Unit G2, Chaucer Business
Park, Kemsing, TN15 6HU

www.ren7oaks.co.uk

01732 761200

The Good Garage Scheme Member

SEVENOAKS :
AERIALS :
For friendly advice:

onall your

TV Aerial / Sofeilltej

requirements j
Please Call

01959 525 884!
07950 852 021‘

mub@hhnhm com ¢ o
NO VAT e

THE BELL

Enguires: John O'Sullivan

High Street, Kemsing
Tel: 01732 761 550

Good home cooked food
from 12 noon all day

Private Room available for Functions/Parties

Euromotors..
FULL CAR SERVICING & REPAIRS

Ihagnostic fault finding - Air conditioning service and repairs
Bodywork - MOTs - Collection & delivery available
& Courtesy car by arrangement.

Telephone: 01732 763644 www.euromotors.org.uk

Al Chaucer Buzines
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ST MARY’S CHURCH FUNDRAISING TEAM

he Team has had a successful year, raising over £1,000.
Recently a Quiz raised £243, and Diana Springall held an
Embroidery Design Workshop which raised £500.

The Group has also held a Pop-up Christmas Fair, which raised
£222.20 on 14th November. The sale of Christmas Cards also
raised much needed funds.

We have plans for next year, with probably a quiz, plant fair and
our famous Table Top Sales.

Despite the plans for the Church Hall and Vicarage being turned
down, we are continuing to raise money which will be needed when
the matter is resolved.

Margaret Robarts

Wherever life
takes you...

Estabished in 1852 our ongsianding
fepualiliceh fof Excedeice ahd ouf Merdly
mannes ensare Pal you pef ha

wery bes! legal servco
U ADECRMATS M

LEWIS

SOLICITORS

I Trangust Vass, Boacubepadh,
LOWEEDN SE3 DAZ

T: 630 0852 1255
Fi 020 8852 7511

O cherds coma Tirel, oo pncly 6

1 minimife delays and 1o provioe o
siress free envaronmen] from e outsel
Wil business and pesonal clents Doth
BCaly and woldwide we undersiand
i Bl i prolec] your rfenesis

..we're here
to help

llo@dodd - lewis. oo uk
v, o - Bewis o oouk
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The complete tree care service

=y : A J DOE TREE SURGERY
The %ﬁ/ﬁyp

/7"' t”_ For all tree work including stump
o A lldriee grinding.
Fully qualified and insured.

Quality at an {k""E’"’oﬂ

affordable price & E S 01622 728 574

- 01732 761 726
Artwork

Nleedlewc:rk COPLESTONS
Pictures & Posters Chartered Accountants

& Registered Aunditors
9, West End, Kemsing, TX1E 6FX
wwwivillageframer.co.uk Lotal firmm sarving local businessas & progle
Accounts, madity, corporyie & financial advisory
LENUIC L, DOMAINETO L O PO TR
Contact Alan Copleston or amy of owr twam om

graham@villageframer.co.uk

-, EI . 'D 32
L i W, I:E i g ! : F

Plaase eall for appointment

MOT Tests (Cars & Diesels) @
Servicing & Repairs to all makes of Car @
Full Diagnostics ®
Air Conditioning servicing *
Servicing & Repairs to motorcycles @
Free Collection & Delivery within a 10 ®
Kemsing Motor Co. mile radius
Te: 01732761372 Courtesy Car available by arrangment
Fax: 01732 761338 Friendly Helpful Staff ®
0 West End, Kemsing, Parts & Labour Guarantee ®
Sevenoaks, Kent Member of RMIF Qua“w Control ®
www . kemsing motorco.couuk ng ram

Citroen and Peugeot Diagnostics &

SEF\@E‘. Ll ! APPROVED CODE

20 Please support our advertisers and mention this publication



KEMSING PRIMARY SCHOOL REPORT

How quickly time has flown this term and here we are, only a few school
weeks away from the Christmas holidays! In September we welcomed
some new staff to our Kemsing team. They include Miss Marshall (Year 2
class teacher), Mrs Sowerby (teaching assistant in class 4) and Mrs King
(Year 1 class teacher). We also welcomed our brand new reception children
and I am delighted to report that they have all settled into school brilliantly.

In a busy term one, our Year 6 children went off to Rippledown, near Deal for
their residential trip, we hosted a very well attended Harvest Festival Service,
Blunderbus Theatre Company performed “The owl who was afraid of the
dark” to our younger children and we held a whole school ramble in aid of
Children in Need. Raising funds for worthy causes continues to be important
to the children and the School Council have raised over £300 so far this year
for local and national charities.

Much work has taken place recently on updating our school website and it is
now being used by children, staff and parents to keep up to date with school
events. If you would like to visit the website it can be accessed at
www.kemsing.kent.sch.uk (See page 26 for a sneak preview).

One new school initiative that has been greeted with lots of excitement by the
children has been Afternoon Tea with the Headteacher. This is a reward
system for children who behave well at all times. We have lots of children at
Kemsing who always demonstrate exemplary behaviour and so the list of
invitees is very long! Our first “tea party” took place last week and was a
great success. It is a real treat for me to spend this quality time with children,
plus we all get to eat cake!

Finally we are all looking forward to numerous Christmas activities, including
The Friends of Kemsing School Christmas Fair, Key Stage 1 Nativity plays,
Key Stage 2 Celebration of Christmas, the OAKs Christmas lunch and of
course a possible visit from Father Christmas. The festive season is a wonder-
ful time to be in school!

Eileen Mumford, Headteacher

21



DOWN
TO
EARIH

Professional Tree Management
All aspects of tree care [planting to felling]
Hedge Cutting

Stump Removal

(8)

Rt 2 1)
LR L LR

Over 30 years experience
Logs

For help & friendly advice call our office

01959 524 623

The Oast, Preston Farm, Shoreham,
Kent TN14 7UD Tel.

Email : enquiries@downtoearthtrees.co.uk

Website : www.downtoearthtrees.co.uk

SGE (SEAL) LTD

(Sl Fagimesrirg)

Chureh Farms, Charoh Sivest, Seal, Sevessaks THI1S OAT

W e

& CAD facilibey & Dwsgn seniow
& hanfacture bespois products
& Fatrcatmn & Machmmng work
L e T
& Dalvery § matalishon maioe

Tei: D72 TEITM
Fax: 0722 TH1422
small: gllerlaatinilo

SPENING HOURS
Monday — Fridey: D0 - 1T:00 Salurdey: G8:00 - 13:00

THE ST EDITH CLUB

Affiliated to the CIU
Evenings 7 -11 p.m. & Sunday Lunchtime 12 -3.00 p.m.
Fridays evenings open at Spm. Sunday Evening 7 -10.30 p.m.

Why not come along and join us.

& Membership open to anyone %,

) & Over the age of 18. o
-\o& Full membership £10. &5
<° DARTS %
QUIZ NIGHTS / LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Please Phone 01732 762 755 for details or call at the door

,9[ CIU Associate card £3.00
O O There is a £6.00 refundable door fob deposit. < oV

Raffles every Friday night & Sunday Lunchtime.
Next to the Village Hall, High Street, Kemsing TN15 6NA.
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NEWS FROM COTMANS ASH- FROM MY HIGH SEAT

I often wonder where else in England could you sit where I sit, see what I see
and listen to what I can hear from my high seat above the Sevenoaks villages
north of the town — if you stand and look over the top of the hedge the whole vista
of the Kemsing Vale comes into view.

We seem squeezed into a narrow gully between the North Downs and the high
greensand ridge to the south west where Seal Church and its square tower appear
in a green meadow enclosed by hedges. It seems to set the pattern for the rest of
the Chart where throughout the year the fields change their colour and shades
from the green shoots of Spring to acres of ripening barley in mid-summer.

Today is a day of brilliant sunshine and rolling white cloud patterns that cast
shadows over the valley to Sevenoaks town where from here, it shows up on a
thousand roof tops. Then a step back in time — an old time steam train comes
chugging through the valley where it laid a fleecy stream of steam and smoke
from Childsbridge Lane to Noah’s Ark and disappeared into Cockneys Wood.

Over the years I have shared my seat with many — one precious privilege was to
watch Monty Parkin with crayon and paint brush translate all that he saw in the
landscape before him onto canvas. The result we all know — his landscapes and
portraits were a masterpiece — yes we have lost Monty, but his legacy remains on
the walls of many Kemsing homes.

These short, often overcast days of late November used to be the beginning of the
‘Big Sleep’ — time to hibernate and sleep the winter away for wild nature. It does
seem things are on the change — I saw a red admiral on my ivy flowers earlier in
the month, queen wasps and bumblebees on the wing, bats hunting in the last
light of day when they should be upside down asleep. The only sound is a great
silver bird in the night sky Gatwick bound!

At times | have stood in Seal Church field for the reverse view of Kemsing with
North Downs as a backdrop to the village. When I was last there it was autumn
and the downs were covered with wild autumn shades beyond description — from
palest yellow on wild maple to red, amber and white on the hornbeam, it is
difficult to accept that a few miles to the north lies the smoke and sweat of the
‘Big Smoke’.

Well, here we are nearing the years end and for Heather and I at Cotmans Ash it
has been a time of much blessing, with so many of you coming up from the
village to see the snowdrops, primroses, cowslips and so many others of Nature’s
children we share the place with.

The Christmas Festival is about to begin so it is best wishes to you all from
Cotmans Ash. Brian Doe
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A SPRING CHALLENGE

t Mary’s Church in Kemsing is holding their challenge walk in the

North Downs again this spring. This is the eighteenth event andthis
event should not be confused with a sponsored walk or race, it is neither.
Walkers may choose one of three routes, each approximately 11, 15 or 20
miles long that has to be covered within a set time following a route
description over cross-country footpaths and lanes, starting at St Mary’s
Church, Kemsing, and finishing at St Edith’s Hall, Kemsing. = The eleven
mile route goes into the Darent Valley, Romney Street and Woodlands, the
fifteen mile route goes into the Darent Valley, Shoreham, Austin Lodge
Valley, Romney Street, Knatts Valley and Woodlands and the twenty mile
route is similar but extends to Lullingstone. The entry fee of £13 for adults
and £6 for under 18s provides for tea and biscuits at the start, light
refreshments at the checkpoints and a sandwich and cake tea at the finish
with a timed certificate. Event badges are also available for purchase. The
profits from the event help major projects at St Mary’s Church.

The event is being held on Saturday 14th May 2016 and the closing date
for entries is 22nd April 2016. If you want any further information
please contact me for an entry form as this contains all the relevant
information (available from 1 January 2016). I stress that we do have to
decline entries if we exceed our maximum number of 250, so don’t delay in
submitting your entry and be aware that entries will not be accepted on the
day. I can be contacted at 125 Pilgrims Way, Kemsing Tel: 01959
524725 or email; NDCWChurch@gmail.com.

Pauline Mallinson, Walk Organiser

Kemsing Guiding Senior Section have been busy this year. The
unit formed in September 2014 and as a new unit the girls decid-
ed to raise much needed funds by producing a London Life Quiz for
aged 5-100! In February the girls spent a day in London walking over
10 miles taking photographs and collecting information. They have
continued to work hard on their '"Look Wider' programme which is a
personal development challenge made up of eight different areas
called octants, including community action, creativity, fit for life, in-
dependent living, international, leadership, out of doors and personal
values. They recently enjoyed a great time at The Big Gig concert at
Wembley Arena which featured amongst others Ella Henderson.
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Watch your child thrive in our happy, friendly school

Russell House

For boys and girls

aged 2-10

We welcome children from the age of 2
-
From a young age, we encourage participation in music and sports
w
Our track record in 11+ examinations for independent and grammar schools is impressive

Wihere the remarkable happens

www.russellhouseschool.co.uk | 01959 522352

Station Road, Otford. Kent TN14 501

@ WELHAM JONES

o ¥ Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

AL~
01732 742400 or 01959 525440 : 01732 780600

43 Westamn Road,

www.welhamjones.co.uk

An Independent Family Owned Company

24 hour Pre-paid funeral - '
ervice

B, 5 plans avalable =
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bove is a photograph of Graeme Leno receiving an award, presented by

Mike Gatting at Lords recently for “Coach of the Year”. In September at
the Canterbury HQ of Kent County Cricket Club, he also had his photograph
taken with Derek Underwood.

The award was in recognition of all the hours he has devoted to coaching the
youngsters at Kemsing Cricket Club. What a marvellous achievement!
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, ROBERT DRAPER

vy, ARty M

"Family run business We remove ;um"rﬁ*m};
*Complete removal service and deliver service
‘Container slorage

"Highly professional trained stalf
*Carriers 1o the antigue trade &

major auction houses - ¥
*Spacialist plano movers S evenoa k b ]
“Woekly London trips 01732 452783

'Hﬂu”‘j‘ rate removals
’ i EBSITE www_rabertd
Full packing service

*European removals bt il bl
719 3
*Oversoas shipping I AX: 0] 1 452 qu

Expor Packing @_ = O

best-one

West End Convenience Stores - 761690

» Fresh Fruit & Vegetables - Fresh Meat
* Fresh Bread & Croissants
o Beers & Wines—BBQ & Party ltems
s Cook’s frozen Foods
* Compost Bags

® Photo Copier — Dry Cleaning

OPEN 7 DAYS: 7a.m. -8 p.m.
Free Delivery Available.

19— 21, Wast End, Kemsing, TN15 &PK
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FAMILY MILESTONES

Baptisms
Natasha Sceal on 20th September 2015

Araya Jones on 18th October 2015
Hedvika Trott

Elizabeth Trott

Joshua Trott

Sophia Trott all on 15th November 2015

Deaths—Rest in Peace Michael Harringt 72 27th
Olive Skinner (85) on 23rd September 15 Oéfoﬁgr 2()a gmg on (72) on
Basil Course (92) Keith Russell (65) on 31st

Avril Burr (60) on 2nd October 2015 October 2015
Rose MacLean (73) on 25th October 15 Jane Hogg (90) on 7th November

Extracts from "The Well" Christmas 1965 o

L/
t Mary's Church would hold its Evensong service at 4pm from December to e
January (inclusive) as an experlment during the winter months. The o
celebration of Christmas in Kemsing in 1897 was written up by Bernard Burt
based on the memories of Gershom Williams - who, amongst his other services e
to the village was Chairman of the Parish Council for 21 years. The Kemsmg *
Women's Institute held its Golden Jubilee celebrations to commemorate its g
founding in November 1915 (the first in West Kent).

Extracts from "The Well" Christmas 1990
o

rthur Skinner thanked everyone, particularly his drivers who took him to ®
Dulwich hospital three times a week as a result of his dialysis treatment. :
Len Newell wrote about the Knights of St George who had brought cheer, o
comfort and assistance to many disabled ex-servicemen but who were having to ®
close as a formal organisation due to a decline in active membership. °

[
Ros Aisbitt wrote about her visit to Zimbabwe accompanying the Bishop of :
Rochester (the Rt. Rev. Michael Turnbull) to their link Diocese of Harare as o
one of 12 young people from the Diocese. The Kemsing Singers began singing ®
for Christmas on 2nd December collaborated with the Wells Cathedral Brass :
Ensemble on 8th, will perform two concerts at St Edith's Hall on 13th and 14th, ¢
and another at the Churchill Theatre, Bromley on 16th. Susan Glock wrote ®
about the Junior Youth Fellowship (the JYFS) which had about 30 boys and | °
girls aged between 8 and 11.
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LE FEVRE LANDSCAPES

Garden and drive construction

Contact: Nic Le Fevre
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-
Helping Hands , Do you need a Helping Hand?

e If you are looking for an alternative to

' residential care or just extra support for
you of a loved one - then we're here
to help,
Our Kemsing and Woodlands care team
has been providing award winning quality
homecare since 1989, We offer a Live-in
Care service which enables you or a loved
one to remain at home with compassion
and dignity. Our Live-in Carers can assist
with personal care, companionship
housekeeping or even provide a break to
an existing family member or care-giver

To find out how we can help you, d

call: 0808 180 1016 or p\"""
isit: www_helpinghands.co.uk Ll

e g - 'Q-&L-oln*
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On the first Wednesday of each month, we meet in the Church at 10am to
polish all the church brass and our only instruments are dusters and tins of
Brasso !! Jim MclIntyre served his apprenticeship with Les Green and cleans the
silverware, and we have to thank Brian and Sue Gillett for their help with the
large chandeliers which hang above the altar.

If you would like to join us to keep our lovely Church sparkling and also to have
a coffee and biscuit afterwards, please contact me, tel. 01732 762785. We would
love to hear from you. Gillian MclIntyre

1 T he St Edith Banner which has been kept in the Church up until no ,-I
1 has been moved to the Heritage Centre for safe-keeping. It is signed “19 I
I MINTER 26” and was made in 1926 by Miss Muriel Minter a friend of the wife |
I of the then Vicar, Canon RV Bristow who revived the custom of going inl
| procession to St Edith’s Well at the time of the Feast of St Edith in September |
| cach year. Miss Minter later went on to become head of the Wimbledon School |
| of Art. The banner originally hung in an oak frame but disappeared during WW2 |
It was not discovered again until 1961 when it was found dismantled and dusty in
the singing gallery and was refurbished as a banner for the first Kemsing Festival
in 1961. It has been lodged in the Church until now, but the Heritage Centre will
I how become guardians of this special piece of Kemsing History. I

1
L oo o o o e e e e e mm e mm e mm mm mm mm e mm omm mm d
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Village Diary
December 2015

6th
8th
9th
10th

Christingle service at St. Mary’s Church, Kemsing at 10.30am
Kemsing Gardeners Society ‘Gardeners Questions’ 8pm St. Edith small hall
WI Christmas Party with entertainment St. Edith small hall 7.45pm

Wild Life Group Christmas party with Hop Pickers 7.30pm St. Edith small
hall £2.00

11th) Kemsing Singers Christmas Concert ‘Mistletoe & Wine’ St. Edith large

and)

12th)
20th
24th

25th

hall 7.30pm. £8 adults £6 Friends of the Singers £4 children from 9

Cleves Road, Kemsing or 01959 523752. Available now.

Nine Lessons and Carols by Candlelight at St. Marys’ Kemsing at 7pm
Christmas Eve

2pm Crib service by Tiny Tots

3.45pm. Crib service followed by Carols at The Well

11.30pm Midnight Holy Communion

Christmas Day

8am. Traditional Communion

9.30 Family Communion service

January 2016

2nd
4th
13th

29th

Heritage Centre open first Saturday in every month 10.00-12.00
Heritage Centre open every Monday afternoon 2.0-4.30pm

W.I. St. Edith small hall 7.45 talk by C. Nouhan

Sevenoaks District Council 'Recycling—how, when & why?

Heritage Centre St. Edith small hall 7.30 talk ‘Royal Visits to Kent’ by
C. Breed, members free, others £2.50

February

1st
6th
10th
12th

13th

Heritage Centre open every Monday 2.0-4.30

Heritage Centre open first Saturday in the month 10.00-12.00

W. L. St. Edith small hall 7.45 ‘Cobnuts In Kent’ a talk by A. Hunt,

of Potash Farm who explains about this traditional product from our area.
Wildlife Group meeting St. Edith small hall 7.30pm £2.00 talk on

‘Barn Owls’ By Lynne and Peter Flower.

Heritage Centre AGM St. Edith small hall 2.30 all welcome

March

5th
7th
9th

11th

Heritage Centre open first Saturday in the month 10.00-12.00

Heritage Centre open every Monday 2.00-4.30

W.I. St. Edith small hall 7.45 Talk by D. Farrow ‘Beekeping— the wife’s
tale’

Wildlife Group meeting St. Edith small hall 7.30 talk "Environmntal
changes n the Arctic’ by Glen Morris £2.

The Well is printed by Highland Printers, Unit 1, Church Farm, Church

Street, Seal, Kent TN15 0AT, tel.01732 762131, fax 01732 763501
Email: info@highlandprinting.co.uk
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DMB XY

Solicitors
Helping you move forward

—

Property & Conveyancing
Company & Commercial
Wills, Trusts & Probate

Family & Matrimonial
Dispute Resolution
Employment
For enquiries please contact

*5
01732 228800 E-mail: leqal@dmblaw.co.uk

The Old Bat & Ball, St John’s Hill, Sevenoaks
Kent TN13 3PF
Visit our website: www.dmblaw.co.uk



